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Knuſquiſque a dep conftitutus eſt ſui cordis tan 
caſtri cuſtos & defenſur contra ſires boſte 
ergo non implorato- auxilio, nou exſpetiats ſuc= "944 
curſe , adzoad primam obſrdionis Caftrametatia” RT 
nem caftrum tradat hoſti crimen admittit prodi® 5. 
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The Epiſtle Dedicutory. © ***3 


To my dearly beloved and longed ſor, . 
the Flock of Jeſus Chriſt in Dartwonth, 
over whom the Holy Ghoft, bath made 
me an Overſeer : ſound Judgemeat, 
true Zeal,and unſtained Purity as hear» 
tily wiſhed, 

My Dear Erignds, 

Here art three ſad:fpghts with. 

' which our eyes ſhould conti= 
nually «ffeft cur bearts, The 
( 1.) 1s to bebold. in. every - 
place, ſo many prophame and 
ee" /iſſolute ones who bear the 

ery image of Satan : the face of. whoſe con» 

verſation plainly diſcovers nhat-+ they are » 

and whither they. are going, Poilip.. 3» 18, 

19. Theſe look*like t 
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96s ey the c 
of arath; The (3) is to ſee ſo many eurſed. 
hypecrites artificially diſpaiſing. themſelves, 
and with m-yuclluas dexterity ating | 
parts of Saints, fo that even a4 judicions" . 
eJ# muy ſometimes miſtake the Similes_ 
workings of the Spirit on them , for bis 
| A 2 faving-. 
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| = Ss th tpla of Gd -do ſpeak; ſurhey prayy 'and 
WP . even. (o1hty. open their condjtions-+ theſe ok 
—OE like Saints, but are® ntnG The (3) is Þ ſee 
RIF Jo many, redl Saints: in abow the Spirit .of 
\ <Mth is, whoget- through the _immpoin:ms work= 
E "ihgs if vba | An fant nrg/ebiin of the 
#4 boo} thetr heavts ; 1 56. NH nts 
Nach otnd Alda} raftifers that work Jwk, 6k | 
Bypit Kos,” thouwyl"thty are' mv ſod, 
Theft ie three” fad faghts'ynegey and Oh. 
} that mybead wird waters; Aud m ne-eyes fone © 
a rain} of i245," that Fs might woes autEandy | 
Wo over thein all ! ; $hEN'T 

' Per the frſff I nonld viOurn benily,.” toms | 
Gderiny that they (fo boftinuing)” maſt be. 
damntd tternally. ®Thel, 1.8) gz4-Cor:6.9. 

* For the '{ethndy” Fn vuld+ bath : wary” and + 
eremble confideving that they (fonMingymaſt 

\ be damned doubly, Mantha 24. $1." + *: 

" And for the third, ny le nine any Wk 
Wy beranke though thy x emfolves may- Tl 
ſhall be: ſaved, Srebeidogagaples make ps 
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« Mlas'! that ear they (bowie ſped the blaod + - © 


of others ſouls, for whods Chrift ſhed biz own. 
blood! that cory they: (hauled #. rrucl-70 
others, who: have: ford Chrift fa kind to: 
thews! '{ hnowibey: daxe: net; de it dereBly 
and inmtenmonatly, but ſdvit \proueroccafionally., 
aud eventually: ... ſuffpn me bereta- digreſs ©. 
Inelezand expoſiabats. mith theſe: prejudiced; 
ard hardened Souls, 1 will preſently ret@nia. 
J0u ag 4in.  Owhy way on wnſchieh your own 
Souls by other nensaxamlert becauſe they) 
ſtumble ani breakuhem fbius; wik you falband\ 
byenkiyour necks ? i. 1-defire wll furb ox bare" 
drn'theeſeives bytheſe rings, and takenp 4: 
good opinion of theiv. owe: deplorubilg conditeon: 
= ſoberly confider und nnſwer thiſe thres.. 

DA ueries.: DYC PEACHES TIF 20S; 

(1, *Q4, Dotb Religion any: way pownt ea: 
nance or patromze the firful prafipſee of ſeg: 
profe ſor 5, or \ doth 14*not pathen \impartonlly 
abt feverely condema'thens > it ierhe Glory: 
of the Chriſtian Religion that it it pure and” 
widefiled, Jarmes I; 27. no dotiviue fo hoty- 
Pal 19. 8. 9 dith anymaks moreprovif6< 
on for an holy bfe; Fitus 2,115 12. lviterd: 
therts a cafe wheres we way chirger rhe 66) 
mtfpeRtices of art on their proveipals, buy * 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. _ 
from, and ntceſſarily folloxs their principles +: 
as for example; if I ſee a Papiſt fin boldly, 
I may charge it upon his principles, for they 
ſetpardons to ſale, and ſo make way for lorſ- 
neſc. If] fee an Aravinien ſlight the grace 
of+ G14 and proudly advance. himſelf, I my 
ery ſham: upon his principlesy which direlily. 


P ces are codnemned and. provided againſt | by . 
their own avoned principles nhich commit 
them ©. © 3h he ere hs bb) Aa 
3. Q.ls it not 4 moſt irration:l thing to..lee 
fly at religion becanſe of the ſcandalous maies 
of ſome, whilſt in- the meantime you. holly. 
ſlight. and 'overlock the holy” 'and beavinly. 
converſations of many others ?. are all that 
} profeſſe.. God{ineſs loſe and careleſs. in the'y. 
lives t. No, ſome are an eraament totheir pro-.. 
feſſton, and the plory of C br ſt : and why muſt 
the innccent be condemned with the guilty? nby 
the eleven for.one Judas Ft +, 4 4 
'. $- Q'. If you condemn religion becauſe of 
the ſcaudaluns lives of ſome that profeſſe it: muſt. 
yor not --then calf . off -all *\religim in. the- 
world and:-turn doan-right, Atbirſls ? fare-. 
Iy this-45. the . conſequent of 1. it. for - wha; 
- religion.is there, butſome - whe it. walk. 
contraryto-that therr profefſion : and. thin...a2.1 


ſet up your Ladder and go tee Braven by. out | 
el - ; y, 4 | x. Bat 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory; 
| But alas! it is mot our printed Apologies 
for Religion, but the viſible refgrmations of - 
its Profeſſors that w»ſt both ſalus its bonours 
and remove thoſe fatal [fumbling blocks as 
which the blind world ſtrikes and falls into erer- 

nal perdition. 

Now there are two wajes by which this may - 
be effeled, Firſt, by convincing the conſci- 
ences of profeſſors of their miſcarriage: , aud 
the evil and aggrayations of them. Secondly, 


! by midicating che heart, and cleanſug the 


fountain whence they proceed :in the firſt © 
theſe, a worthy and eminent ſervam of Chriſt. 
bath lately laboured, bolding a. clear Geſpel- 
glaſs before the faces of Pro-. See Gaſpel- | 


 feſſors which truly repreſents their 


ſpots and blemiſhes, If be that 

readsjt , wil conſider, apply, and pradliſes 
it ſhall doubsleſs turn ts bis Salvation, but if 

it turn ts no gord account to bim that reads it 

I know it ſhall tuyn to a teſtimony for him 

that wroteit. The ſecond js a principal de- 

ſign of this ſmall treatiſe, the ſubjet whereof - 
is exceeding neighty, and of daily uſe ro the 

people of God, heorh the manngr of bande 


ling it be attended with many deſctts and _- 


weakneſſes : every one canns: be excelient nho. 


yer may be uſeful. | 
' 1 ill exerciſ your patience no longer then 


whilſt 1 tell you. | £ 
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T4 The'Epiftle Dedicatory. - 


'2;" why Ipnbliſhed it to the wew of the 
Wor.” EIS WW 

' 2. Phy 1 dirett it particularly to Jon, 

Firſt "for the publication of it, take this 
fincere and brief account, that as I was led to 
this ſubjeft by a ſpecial providence , ſo tothe 
piblication of it by a kind of neceſſity : the 
providence at firſt leading me to it was this :- 
A dear and choice friend of my intimate ac- 
gquaintaxce being under much inward tronble 
#03 the account of ſome ſpeciat heart-diſor- 
der, openid the caſe to me, and earneFthy re» 
gneſted ſome rules and helps in that particu» 
lar, whilſt T was bending my thought: to 
that ſpecial cafe , divers other caſes of like 
smportence. ( ſome of which were dependent 
_ that conſideration) occurred to my 
1 wgbts ard this Scriptare which 1 bave in- 
hfted npon, prefented it ſelf , ws a fit founda- 
tro for the whale difcourſe which bein 
lengthened ont to what you ſetzarverſe Friend, 
requeſted me to tranſcribe for their uſq , dis 
vers of the cafes bere haudled; & ſome others, 
begg d'me to publih the whole to which I was 
in a manyty neceſſitated to fave the pains of 
rranſcribirg, which tome is a very tedious 

tirefom work : and juff as I had almoſt 
fpniſbed the copy,an opportunity preſ ented (& 
that ſomewhat ftrangely) ro make it pablick, 
$0 that fremz firſt to laſt I baws been car- 
” F-* ried 
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ried beyond iutextions i» this thing, 
Ob. -If J-4 x the world it even clojed 

with Books, & therefore though the diſcomſe 

be neceſſary, yet the publication's needleſs) 
Sol. 1, 1 a»ſwer,there are multitudes of 


| books indeed, and of them many ceancern net 


thtm{elves about yoot truths , aud pratiical 
godlineſs, but end their ſtrength upon ins- 
pratticable notions, and frivelons controver- 
ſfles : many alſo firikg at root-truths, and ex- 
de avonr to undermine the power of Godlineſs: 
and ſome there are that nonrifh the root, and 
tend to clear and confirm, to prepare and ape 
ply the great truths of theGoſpel that they may 
be bread for ſonls to live aud feed 0»: now, 
thongh I conld wiſh that thoſe that bave 


_ handled the pen of the Scribe, bad better i= © 
plozed their time and pains than to obtrude 


ſuch uſeleſs diſconrſes wpon the world, yet 
for Books of the latter rank,1 ſay, that when' 
Hmbandmes complain of too much corn, let 
Chriſtians complain of too many ſuch Bookg. 
2. And if you be ſo highly conceited of 


Jour own furniture and ability , that ſwch 


Books, are needleſs to you: if you let them alone 
they will do you no hurt and other poor bins"; 
gry /onls willbe glad of thens, avid bleſs, God " 
fer what you deFÞiſe aud leave, ws 

Ob. If «t be ſaid that ſeveral in the caſes 
here haydled touch not yoar condition: I an-: 


fwers - Sol, 1, 


yy 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory; 
Sol. 1. That which &« not your condi: ion 
aw4y be another; condition, If you be placed 
in an eafie, full and proſperous ſtate z and ſo 
bave noneed of the be'ps here offered to ſup=, 
t your berrt under pinching wants., others 
ave forced td live by faith for every daies pro- 
vifzon ; if you be dandled upon the knee of pre» 
eidence, ſome of ybur brethren are under its 
feet. If you have innard peace, and tranguility 
ef 5pirit, au1ſ1 need nit the Councels beye 
given to ward ff thoſe deſper ate concluſpons 1hat, 
poor effi ited ſouls are realy to draw upon them 
ſerves at ſuch atime ;, yet it may be a word in 
ſe sſon to them, aud they may ſay as David to 
Avigul, bleſſed be tho of the Lord, and bleſſed 
be thy adv ce. | 
2. That iy be your condition ſhirtly , 
which is not. your condition for preſent : ſay 
wot ehy 4 antain ſtands ſtrong, tho ſhalt 
mever be moved : there arg changes in "the 
right band of the mſt High, and then thoſe 
xroth; which are little m ye eſteemed than 
H:dge-fruits, will be 4s app'es of Gold in 
P ares of Si ver ; In J=*, Io. 11. The 
Pr phet the-e teaches the Jews (nhbo then 
daxelt in their own houfes) how to de'end 
their Reljzirin in Brbylon, and. what they. 
ſþ ul#fay to th: Cildeans there, and there- 
fore th:t ver(e is written in Caldee, So much 
for the reaſuns of its pablicazim : Next fr 


the 


-iow | the Dedication of it to you, 1 was induced 
iced | theretobythe eonſideration, (1..) Of the re- 

' fo | lation T have to you above all the people in. the 
world : I look upon my gifts as, yours > my.” 
time as yours, and all the Talents I am en- 
yo | truſted with as yours + It 55 not with you as 
i= | with a woman nhoſe Huiband is dead, and ſo 
its | is freed from the L:iw of ber Huiband , the 
relation ſtiil centinues, and ſo do all the mu- 
re | tual duties of it. (2.') By the conſideration of 
ae | my neceſſitated abſence from Jony 1 would not 
;> | that perſonal abſence ſhould by inſenſible de 
in | grees, untniſt (5 uſually it doth) the cord of 
to | friendſhip, and theref.re hate endeavoured 
4 | (#* «bſent friends uſe ts do)ro preſerve and_ 
ſtrengthen it by. thit ſmall remembrance. It 
was Veſpaſiun's anſner ro Appollonius when 
be defired acceſs for two Philiſuphers : My 
D ors ( ſaid Veſpatian) are alw4irs open tg 
Philoſothers , but my wery bre«ſt is open tg 
thee, I cannot ſay with him , my doors ave 
pen for the free acreſr of frimds , being by «. 
| fad providence ſhut acainſ# my ſelf; But 
thi: I can ſay, my very breaſt is. ſtill open #0. 
94 ; y0H Are as dear to me as ever. (3) A- » 
nother inducement (and indeed the main) nas 
the perpetual uſefulneſs, and neceſſity of theſe, 
truths for you, which you will have continual 
nerd of : and know] few of y'u bave ſuch: 
b. ppy memurie: toretain, and I 6 nn'the ls » 
” Op wales 


£9 
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| The Epiſtle Dedicatoryy— 
waies with you ro tculcate theſe thingy, buy. 
licera (cripra maver; was wilngo leave. | 
this with yowas a Legacy, as k Teſtimony of 
fmcere leve for, and care over you. This may: | 


counce! and dirett you when ] carmoty I may }. 


be rendredſeleſs to you by a civil or wattral. | | 


Death, bat thi will ont- live me, and Oh that” | 


ut ry ſerve your ſouls when I aps ſilent inthe 
duft ! . B45 
To haſten now to 4 concluſion, 1 have ous 
ty theſe three requeſts to you,which 1 earneſt< 
| h beſeech you nit to deny me; Tes, 1 charge 
yOu, as ever you hope to appear with eonifort? 
| before the great Shepherd , ds net dare'to' 
flight theſe requeſts. (1,.) Above all other) 
fndzes in the world, ſiudic your own hearts. 
waſte not a minute more of your precious: 
true about frivyolons and ſapleſs controverſees;' 
_ bt as reported even of Bellarmine (bow truly 
| 1 examine not ) quod a flu 
Fulizettus in dis ſcholaſtic theologiz a- 
w#t2 Bcllarm, © verceretur fere nauſcabun-' 
us, quoniam 'fucco care»! 
bant liquidz Pierztis, (7. e,) be tara 
ed with loathing from the fhudie of $chool- 
2% Divinity becanſe it want* 
Caput regulatum 24 the ſweet jnice of Piet: 
als aefuit 00 7 Bad rather it ſpould be 


"A _ ſaid of you » as one ſald of 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory: 
vo. | ed 2 regular \h:ad, ' but not an honeſt 
fi | -beart;;) then that you ſhould have regular 
$ Hteids, andijrregalar hearts: My dear flock, 1 
Y have according tothe grace given mes laboure 
f #$ 1d inthe conſe of my miniſtry among youg-to 
6 Þ- fred you with the heart-ſtrengthening bread 
o | of prattical Doirine, and I aſſure you, it 
: is far better” you ſhould have the ſnwiet and 
i | ſaving Ampreſſions of GeſpelsTruths, feelings 
: ly, and.zowerfully conveyed to your bearts + 
i | rhew only tounderſtand them by a bare ratite 
cination, or '4 dry (yliogiſtical inference : 
- | Leave trifling ſtudies, to ſuch as bave time 
\ | lying on their hands, and know wot how to imp= 
ploy it : Remumber you are at the door of E= 
ternity, and have- other nirk to do; thoſe 
hours you ſpend npon heart=nork. in your clo= © 
ſets, are the golden ſpots of all your \theve,” and 
will have the fwuteſt influence into your - of 
har s Newtr forget thoſe Sermons I preach= 
ed to you, upon that ſubjeft, fram 2 Ki 
430. '25 3+ Heart-work is weighty ond diff 
cult work, an error there may eff you your 
foals : I may ſay of it, as Auguſtine . ſpeaks 
of the Doftrine f the Trinity, Nikhifo : [= 
ciliuy dut perientofiug erratur 5 4 9dr raw; 
ere in nothing more eaſily er more danger=. \ 
ouſly : O: then , ftndy your bearts,: (2) My." + 2 
| nixrrequeſt is, that you All carefadly: lock 8 
your Converſations, and be accurate jn all your __ 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 

wajes, bold forch the mwerd of life : be [wre 
by the firifineſs and holineſs of yeur lives, to 
ſen eur ſelves in the very cnſciences of 
your enemies, Remember that your lives 
wſt be preduced in the great day, to judge. 
| the norid, 1 Cor. 6. 2. Obthen what may- 
ner of perſuns, ought you to be | You have ma= 
my ces aver you ive Omniſcient eye of God, 
that ſearches the heart and reins, R:v, 2. 
23. I be vigilent eye of Satan, Jo. I, 7. 8 
The envious eyes of enemier, that curiouſly 
obſerue you, Pl:l, 5. 8. The quick and ob- 
ſervant eye of Conſcicnre, nhich none of yur 
attions eſcape, Rom. 9.1. 

Ob then be preciſe and accnrate in all man- 
ner of converſatim keep up the power of 
Gdiineſs in your Cloſets ayd Familes, and 
then you will n0t let it fall in your mare pube 
lick imployments, and converſes in the worid : 
L bave ofien toid you, that jt is the bonour of 
the Goſpel, that it makes the beſt P.rents 
and Chi dren; the beft Miſters and Servants 5 
the beſt Husbands and Wives in the World. 

My third and laſt requeſt is, that you pray 
for me : [ hoge 1 can ſay, and am ſure 
ſome of you bave acknowledged, that I came. 
a: firſt amng yiny 4s the return and anſwer. 
of yoar Prayers : And indeed ſo it ſhould br, | 


fee Like 10, 2» 1 am perſnided alſ, I. 
| have , 


p 


ers + "tis ſweet when"tis ſo ſee Epteſ. 6.18, 
19.. And I hope by  yenr prayers to receive 
yet a further benefit, even that nbich is men- 
tioned, Heb. 13+ 18, 19, Phjlem. 22. 4nd 
truely it is bus equal , you ſhonls pray for me, 
I bave often prayed for you : Let the Pulpit, 
Family and Cloſet witneſs for me : And God 
forbid I ſhould (n againſt the Lord in ctafing to 
pray for you. | 

Tea, friends, your own intereſt may pers 
ſmade toit 2 nhat mercies you obtain for me, 
radound to your own advantage, if God pre» 
ſerve me, it is for your nſe and ſervice + the 
more gifts and graces a miniſttr hath, the 


better for them that ſhall wait ow his Mie - 


niſtry : the mare Ged plves in to ' me, the 
more 1 ſball be able to give ont to you. 1 mill 
detain you no longer , but to entreat you to 
cept this ſmeall teſtification of my great love 
and have recomrſe to ity according as the ex- 
igencies of your condition ſhall require : Read 
it confderingly, and chediently; Fudge it 


not by the dreſs and ſtile, but by the neight 
and ſavonr. of what you read. "Tis a good 


Rale of Bernard, in legendis libris, non 


q"#camus 'cientiam ſed ſaporem, (i, 8.) 
inreading Books, regard not ſo much ths: 7 
| ſcience, 4s the ſatorr:; That it may } $4 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


have been carried on in my work by yur pray- 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory; 0 * 
the ſavory of life nnto life to you,and all thoſe. 
into whoſe hands it (hall come, is the hearty 
de fre of . 7 En oe 
Your lovirg and 

faichful Pajtor, 


» 
Joun Fravst, 


From my Study 
a Ley in Slaptony 
OKRecb, 7» I 667: | 
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Keep thy Heart mith all diligence, for. ou 
| | of is arethe iſſueso Life, 


T7 


He Neatt of man is his wait 

part before it be Regene rates 

and the beſt afrerwards : Ir is 
the ſcat ofPrinciples,and foun- 

rain of Aftions, The cyc of God 1s, an 

the eye of theChriſtian ought tobe princi- 

pally fixed upon it. 

The greateſt difficulty in Converſion : 
1s to win the heart roGod,and the great= DENY, 
| eſt difficulty after Converſion is to keep | 

the heart with God. Here lycs the yery _ > 
pinch and ſtreſs of Religion ; here's that | 7 
that makes the way to life a narrow way, =: 
Din = _ or Fon. a firait = EE 
irection and nelp 1n this great ee” 
is the ſcope and ſum of this Text, wherein | 1,4 2 
-F+.'An Exborcation, Keep thy, bear =, Y We + ; 
th all diligence. | | SE 
| 2. The Reaſon or Motive inforcing i 
Far ont of it arethe iſſues of Life, 
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. The Text opened, 


© 2; The Mayer. of the Duty, © 

2, The Mabitrot performing. 

1. The Matter of the Daty ; Keep thy 
Heart. Heartis ndt here taken propertly 
for that noble part of the body which 
Philoſophers call the promwm: vivers, & 
#/timmnn moriex:; the firit chart lives, and 
the lat that dies ; but by, Heart in a Mer 
taphior, the Scripture ſometimes ytdcts 
fands (ore particular noble facyty of 
thelowul, io Row. 1, 21. it is pur tÞr the 
underſtanding part, their fooliſh Heart, 
(-4. 6.) ihr © fooliſh underſtanding was 
dirkened.'' And: Pſal. 1 19, 11+ 1t is put for 
cheMcmory, Thy word have 1 bid +» my 
Here, Ang i Jobie-3. 10, Itis. put for 
the Conſcience, which bach in & both the 
light of the Undetfianding; and the re- 
cognitions of the Memory : if our Heart 
Condectnn us; (4. e.)* if our Conſcience ; 


wholc proper office it is to' condemn, ,| ! 

Bar here we arctorake ic more generally | ;; 
ferthe whole Soul, or inner Man; for * f 

+ + look whar the hearc is to the Body, that | © 
Fs, the Soul is tothe man ; and what Health *; t 


+ 
3, ud 

» Pay 
k % 

7 2 


I5 tothe Hearr'; that Holineſs 1s*co rhe}, 
Soul :. Pod ſarita: in corpore,) infanttires;- 
mo corde; The Ate of che whole body. de; 
p*nds,upon the (S1Hritlne(s and 'vigour of 
' the' Heart, and rhe cyerlalticigfiate of the 


LO 0. 


\T The Text 0 pibay, 


3 
whole man upon RO or ul conditi> 
on of the Soul: + 

d by keeping che Heart, vialerdioad 
the dilsgent'and' conſtant uſe and improve- 
ment dtalt holy M:ans and Datyjcs, to 
preſervethe'Soul trom fin, and maintain 
ts {weet and tree commimion with Shs. 
* Lever in lor, will have 
the word tak-nfrom a be» * 1 fay con- 
fieged Garriſon begire by ftanc , + for the 
many enemies withour, njlons. added in 
andindanger of being be- th rg bd + 
tray'd by treacherous Ci-. ;o 4H the ates 
tizeos' Within 5 in waich and Conditions 
danger the ſouldicrs upon <f a Chiiſtians | 
pain of death are com- life» 3nd makes. 
ir .bind ad [em 
manded ro waichz and f rhe: þ 
| FOaw per = It rhe” heare 
whereas the expreſſion, muſt be keye be- 
(keep thy hearc) cems to cauſe our of (ir © 
| put cu In US as our work 2re he ifſues of , . 
*] yer it doth nor imply a Ataſe Ian oe. 
 *] fufficiency of ability in us. je go. Aw. our 
todo ir3wearcas ableto of ir, we are”. 
| op che Su1 in it's courſe, obliged wkeepiy, 
"or: make che R: vers, run 
] backwards;av by our OW n hand power | 
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4 rule a3d order outhearts ; we'may: 
1 w viedy (our! Own Saviog's, as"our. 
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Heart, becauſethe Duty is curs, though 


; Spring and Original both of good andfj 
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The Text opened, 


the power be Gods. Anatural mauharh 
no power, a gracious man hath ſomes 
chough not fufficient, and that power he 
hath, depends upen the exciting and af- 
ſifting ſtrength of Chriſt ; Gratis grat:ans 
.poſtalat,Grace within us is beholding to 
Grace without a 15: 5. Without me 
Je eax do x#thing. SO much of the matter 
of the Dury, 
2. The manner of performing it, is 
»ith all d ligence; the Hebrew is yery Em- 
hatical DOWD JID cum own cuſtodia ,/ 
cep Wirth all keeping) q. d. keep keep; 
ſer 'dcu-le guards, your hearts wiltbe 
goneelſc: And this vchemency of ex- 


 preſffion with which the Duty is urged | 


plainly impl.cs bowdifficult it is co keep 
our hearts, and how dangerous to ler 
them go. - 

2. The Reaſon or Motive quickening 
tothis Ducy is very forcible and weighs 
ty, For out of it arethe iſſnes of life. That 
15, it isthe Sourſe and Fountain: of all} . 
vital ations and operations z Hinc Foxy” 
boni & pecamdi oigo, ſaith Jerom; it is the” 


cvil,asthe ſpring ina Watch that ſers allſ _. 
the wheels in motion. - The Heart © 


tlie Treaſury,the Hand and Tongue. by As 


oY + 
* L kt | 
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The Doltrine propeunded. 5: © © 


the Shops, ; what is in theſe came from. 
thence ; the hand and tongue alwaies be- 
gin. wherethe beart ends. The Heart. 
colrives andthe Members execute, Luke 
6. 46. A. good man out of the good treaſury. 
of his heart bringeth fort pak. things, aud 
an evil m n ont of the evil treaſury of his-. 
- be art bringeth forth cvil things, fir ont of 
the abundaxce of his keart bis mon'h ſpeak- 
eth.So ten, it the heart erre in its work, . 
theſe mult needs miſcarry io theirs; for, 
Kcartecriours ate like the errours of the, 
firſt canceQtion which cannot be reQtifi-,! 
cd afterwards : Or like the mi(-placings 
and inycrting of the ſlamps and letters: 
in.the Preſs which muſt necds cauſe; (o.. 
many Errata's inall the Copics that ate, 
, printed off, Oh then! how important a- 
Duty is that whichis contained ia the fols!, 
lowin Propolitian ? MAC WO 
Dad. That the keep:ng aud right mar, 
, waging if the b:art in every condition, 147, the; 
great buſineſs of a Chriſtians lifes, " 
| Whacr the Pailofopher ſaith 


£ 


+ iz as properly applicable to he 


aiffic .'xis 


pf. watcrs; 
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.not galy; 


6 Whatitis to keep the Heart, 
evcn of Reaſon and'common” Honeſty * 


Hic labcr hoc opus eff, "this is that which” 
affords the Chriſtian matrer of labour, 
feat andirembling ro his dying day. Tis þ 
not thectcanſing of che hand.chat makes? 
a Chriſtian, for many a Hypoctice can 

hew as fair a hand as he, bur rhe' puri-' 
fying, watching, arid right ordering of * 


the hear, this is the thiog thar provokes 


ſo many (ad complaints, and cofts ſo ma- 


ny deep groans and briniſh rears, *T'was 


the pride of Hezekia!*sbeart that 'mad@.. 


him lic in che'daſt mourning before rhi 
Lord, 2 Chrox.3 2, 26. 'Tw:s'the' fear of 


Hypocrific invading the Heatrt', ' that” © 


made David cry, Let my bearer be ſaund'in 
thy Statutes, that 1 be not aſhamed;”ſal.119. 


89, *Twas the fad experience he had of. | 


the -Divifons ' and Diſtractions , of his 
own Heart in the ſervice of God , that 
- made him poar out that Prayer, Pſal.L6. 


' Ft. nite my Heart to fear thy Nabre.. 


Tvcmethod in which 1 hall improve - 


the'Pofnr, ſhall {os : 


"1% _ I hat 
ifs bl the Heattſo 
24 Secondiyh 
why Chriftians mult nike hiſs the; 
worF and buſineſs oftheir lives! '"1-1 
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. new ſ{ptricual beat and inclination) for as 
long as the Heart is no: ſet right by Grace, 


ſhould keep it with God. 


powers, ſtood 


"Wha iis to akeeps the Heart. 


ſons which eſpecially call tor this dilk- * 
gence in keeping the Heatt- 

4 Fourthly. andgal ly, ap! y thewble 
inſencral views Vibe | f h 

1, What the ng of c Heart, 0 
polcs at 5 ER s p 

To keep the hearc neceſfatily- fappates 
a previous work of SaiCtifigation; whith 
bath ſer che. Hearc righe by-giving it 3 


as rO1cs habitual frame, no Duties or 
Means can keep it right with God, Self 
is the Poiſe' of the unfanQified Heart) —_ 
which Byafſcs and moves icinall irs' des ©: #;x7 
bgas and ations; and as long as ir is ſo; 3 a2 
ic is impoſſib! ethat any cxternal Means 


Man by Creation was of oneconfiatt; © -t2,9 
uniform,frame and tenour of Spirit, held 
one ſtreight and even courfe; not £8 
thought or faculty ravel}'d or diſorder? 
his mind had a perfc& illumination wo 
anderſtand and know the Will of 
> will a perfe& compliance- herewith, 

his ſenhcive, apgeccite and” be lnferique + 
x ſuborgi+ | 


moſty J 


ood 


\ =: Man by manning. is [DIE Þ 


_ Dation . 


-diſordered and revellious Creature, 
conceſts 


$8 TWhatitisto keep the Heart; 


' conteſting with,and oppoſing his Maker, 
as the firſt cauſe, by (elt-dependance as 
the chirfeft good, by (elf-love;as the High- 
eft Lord, by (clf-will ; and as the /aft end, : 
by (clt-ſceking : and fo is quire diforders 
cd, and all his a&s irregular s His illo- 
minated underſtanding 13 clouded with + 
Iggorances, his comp'ying will, full of : 
ebellion and Stubborneſs ; his ſubordi- 
nate powers,caſting oft the dominion and 
government of the ſuperiour faculties. 
- But by Regeneration, this diſordercd 
Soul is(ct right again; SanCtification be- | 
53 ingiberctifying, and due framing,ot as | 
FF.  , the Scripture phraſes it, the retiovation 
 BÞ ; of the Soul after the Image of God, Eph. 
"- * 4. 24-in which, ſelf-dependayxcr is removed 
* by Faith; ſelf-love, by the love of God; 
i:!f-will, by ſubjc&ion and obedience to 
' -the Will of Godzand /elf- ſrekixf\ by (elf- 
denial. The darkened underftanding is 
2g4i0 illumirated, Epteſ. 1.18. the refra+ 
Qory will ſweetly ſubdued, P/al,11o. 3. 
the Rebellious apperite,or concupiſcence, 
gradually conquered, Roz. '6. 7. per tot. 
And chns the Scul whichyſin had univycr- 
ſally depraved again by Grace reſtored 
and reftified; , - RIPE / 
This beiog preſuppo'ed, itwill not be 'F- 
djifcu!t ro appreheqd, what itis to” keep Þ, 


Whats okeeptle Beet, 6 3 
the Hearr, which isnothing ciſc bac; the Fa 
yonſtant care and diligent? of juch 4 Texened 
watt, to'preſerve bis [onl inthat buly Frame 
jo which Grace bath” reduced ity and daily 
-Frives to bold is, 5 oro on 
For though Grace hath in. great -mea+- 
ſure re&ified the foul, and given it an 
habitual and heavenly. remper ; yet: far 
often aftually diſcompoſcs ir: again 5: ſo 
that even a gracious hearr is like a muſty 
cal inſtramene, which though ir: be--nes+ 
ver fo cxa@ly tuned; a (mall - matter 
brings'it out of tune again; yea, bang. 1t 
afidebut alitrle, andit will need ſerting 
again, before you can play another:Leſy 
ſor} on it : even fo Rands the cafe.-with 
gracious hearts ; if rhey are in frame -in 
one duty,'yethow dull, dead:and-;difors, 
dered when theycome'to ancther: and 
therefore every duty 'neceds a Particular 


| preparation of the heart, Feb. 18; n3olf. - 


thou prepare thine heart, and ſtretch «ws; thy 


hands towards bim: Well then, tb kcep 


the Heatt,is carcfully co preſerve ic: from 
fin which diſorders itz and maintain that ' 
ſpiticual ard gracious frame'which fits tt _ 
fora life of communionwith God; and. 


i this includes theſe fix as in it, "7 ? [ju + 
I # x; Firſt, frequent obſcrvat on: of che 


ofthe Hearr, turning 10 afd <84-. 
| muUnng 
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to Whatitis 20 keep tba, f 
miniflg how the caſe ſtands with igthis 
is one parr of the work. Caraaland'for- 
mal pcrſonsrake no heed to this; they 
cannot be-brought:to confer with. their 


own hearts,there are ſorne men and-wo +, 


metithat have lived forty or fuity. years 


in the world, and have ſcarce had one 


hours difcourſe wich their own hearts all 
That while : *uis an bard thing to bring a 
man and himſfclf rogether up2n. (uch- an 
account; bar Saints know choſe - Salilo- 
quies'and ſelf-conferences ro be of excel- 
lenr'ofc .and advantage. The Heathen 
could {ay, 4xima ſedendo &: quiefcends fit 
ſapiens, the Soul is made wite by fitting 


ſtillia quierneſs ; though Bankrupts care 


nor tolook intorheir Books of accompr; 


, yer: upright heatts will know-whether | 


they gobackward-or forward, P/al.. 77, 
6. I commune with mine own be-rt,- Ihe 
heart can never be kept, uniill its: cafe. be 
examined and underſtood. ' -:.14-h ys 
2e It in:ludes deep Humiliations for 
Heare-evils and diſorders, thus Hezekg4b 
humbled himſelf for:the pride, of: his 


Heart, \s Chron, 2, 236: Thas the peo» 


-ple were ordered: to: ſpread forth their 
hands ro God in Prayer, ina ſcn(e of the 


Plagic of cheir own Hearts, x Kings $... 
38. Uponthis account many ati uprighx- ; 


+. 
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WhatW'7; to keep the Heart, ww * 
- heare hath been laid low before God; 'O 7 
What att heart have 1> they have in theic 
con'cflions poinred at the heartathe pain» 
&:place ;:Lord-bcre is the wound, bere 
- | 5 the Plague-fore; iris with the Heare 
S$ |- well kept;as ir is with the eye, whiclis2 
e | fitembicmofitz it a ſmall duſt ger ins 
1 | rotheeye, it will never leave twinkling 
; 
2 


and watering tll ic have wept it out : Sg 
the yprighc heart cannot be ar reſt till ie 
have wepr out its troubles, and poured 
. our irs complaints before the Lord. | 
| ' 3. Ic. includes earneſt Supplications 
and inſtanc. Prayer for hearr-putifying 
x and retitying Grace, when ſin hath des 
filed and diſordered'it, ſo ?/al. 119322} 
| Cleariſe thaw me from {icret fanlts, (arid 
Pſal. $6, 11. Unite'tay beart 16 fear thy 
Name. Saints have alwaics many iſact 
Petitions depending betore the Throne of 
Grace 3: this is the thing which is 'moſt 
pleaded by rtiem with God: when: they. 
are praying for outward mercies, bappily 
cheir Spirirs' may be more remiſs; bat. 
when it comes to the hearr-caſe,” then _ 
bey intend their Spuits. tothe urmoſtz 


T 5 


©mouths with Arguments, we 


nd Wake ſupplications;/Ob, for a berrer 
-—heatt Oh tor a heart ro love God 
+ mare! Tobatc ſin more, co walk mote 
4, +6 evenly 
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evcaly wich God-; Lord deny not tome - 
fuch a Hcart whartevet thou deny me ; 
Give me an Heart to fear thee, love, and 
delight in thee, it 1 beg my, bread in de- 
folate plices. *Tis obſcryed of holy Mr. 
Bredferd, that .when he was Conteſſing 
fan, be would neyer give over confefſing 
until hc bad felt ſome brokennefs of heart - 
for that fin, and when pray og for. any 
ſpiri:ual Mercy, would, never. g:ve-over 
that faire, £11 he had got fome. relith of 
thac mercy 3 thar's the third thing includ» 
cd ii» keeping the hearts. , -. 1 - 

- 4. Icincludes the impcfing of ſtrong 
Ingagementsavd Bonds upon. our (elves 
re walk:more acurately with God, and 
avoid the occaſions whereby th: Hearc 
may be induced to fin : Well. compoſed, 
adviſed,and dil:becate Vows are in ſome 
caſcs of excelleac u(c to guard the Hearr, 
agaialt ſome ſpecial fin. So Fob, 31. 1. 
I made 4 covenant with my ees.; by this 
means, holy ones have oyer-awed their 


- ſouls, and preſerved themſel ves from de= 


filement by ſora: ſpecial Heattecorrupti- 
QN6 --+- - ; | a- ot. +3 bh 
,.5+-It inc:udes a conſtant. holy jealous 
fe.over our own Hearts, quick:ſighted 
ſelf: j:alouſi-.is anexcellent preſervative Þ 
frpmdin, He chat will keep hs 'Hearts, F. 


OH? 


ſa vie? quiver eftis in armil. Virg. 


IW, 
muſt bave the cycs of his foul awake and 
op:g upon all the diforderly,and cumul- 
tyous ſtirrings of his aftcAions, it the ab 
feftions break looſe, and the paſſions be 


| tired, the ſoul mult diſcover and fup- 


preſs them before they ger toan heighr : 
O my ſoul doſt thou well ia ' this ? My 
rumultuous thoughts and paſſions, where 
is your Commiſſion ? State 25ri, que cas- 
Happy is the man that thus teareth al- 
wales, Prov. 28. 14, By this fear of the 
Lord ir is that men deparc from evil., 
ſhake off ſecurity , and preſerve them- 
(elves from iniquity, he thart- will keep 
his heart muſt feed with fear, rejoyor 
with fcar, and paſle the whole time of 
his ſojourning here in fear, and all little 
enough to keep the hear. from fin, 
6. Andlaſtly; Toadd nu more, it ins 


_ cludes the reallizing of Gods preſence 


with us, and ſ(etring the Lord alwaics 
before us: this the people of Ged have 
found a.Gagular means to keep their 
hearts upright, and awe them (rom: fin ; 


when the cye of our Faith is fixed upon 
the eye of Gods Omnilcience, we dare - 


Not let out our thoughts and afte&ionzs 


." vanity : Holy Ji durRt nor ſulfer:bis 
* hearcto yeild to an impure, yvainrhovight, 
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art-work difficale work. 


. 


'and what was it that 'moycd him to ſo. 
great a circumſpe&jon > Why: he tells. 


you, Job 31, 4. Doth hb: not jee my waies, 


and count all my ſteps ? Walk before me 


(C:ich Godro Abrabam) and be” thom per» 


fel, Gena17. 1, Evenas Parents uſe to fer | 


their Children in the Congregation bes 
fore them, knowing that elſe they will 


be coping and playing ; ſo would the | 


the eye of God. * 

"In thefe and ſuch like particulars, do 
£gracions fouls expreſs the care they have 
of th:ir heartrs;they are as careful ro pre- 
yent the breaking looſe of their corrup- 
ions in times of remprtation, as Sea-men 
arc to'bind faſt rhcirGuns,that they break 
not looſe ina ftorm ; as careful to pre- 
ſerve the ſweetneſs and comfort they 
have got from God in any duty; as one 
thar comes out of an hot bath, or great 
{wear isof taking cold,by going forth in- 

T2 the chill air: chis is the work, and of 
all works in Religion ir is the moſt-difh- 
culr, conſtant and impercant work. 

' x. *Tisthe hardeſt work ; Hcare-wintk 


Hearc of the beſt man too, wetc it not for 


23S hard work indecd : To ſhuffle over Re. : | 


ligiousdurties with a looſe and heedleſs 


Spirir, will coſt no great pains, but tofer .. 2 
thy (elf before the Lord, anJ youp _ 'Y 


*” 
; = 


| 
Pn ? 
_ 


looſe and 
coſtthee ſomething : r& attaina facility 


and dexicricy of language 10 Prayer ,. 


and put thy meaning into.apt and decent 


' exprefſhons is eafie, but: te get thy: hearc 


broken for fin whilſt:thou arc coofeſfing 
ic ; melted with free grace whilſt thou arc 
bleſing God for it, tobe really albamed 
2nd humbled chraugh the: apprebenſions 
of God's infiateHoline(s, and to keap thy 
Heart in tbis frame, not-oply in, but after 
Duty ; will furely coſt thee fome groans, 
and travelling-paips of Soul : co reprefle 
the outward a&s of fin, and compoſe the 
excerval part cf thy lite in a laudable 
and comely manner 1s no great maitcr, 


even carnal perſons by the torce of com- 


mon Principles can do this ; but co Kill 
the roor of corruption within, tolet and 
k-epup an boly Government over thy 
thoughts, to bave all things lye wy 
and orderly in the: Hearez this is @ 
calc. uy 
2.,*Tisa conſtant work ; the keeping 
ok.the Heart is ſuch a work, as is never 


done vlflife be , done 3 this labour, and ; 
" abr cogether : It is with' a. Chin ©- 
8 - | | 


4 Ss 


1n this bufiac(s as it is withSea- 


| vain thoughrs to.a conſtang and = 
' (erious attendance. upon bim,, this. will * 


"Y 
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"v_ "Heos-werkiinge T worth, 


' tug fot yes 42e the wa” 
terencreaſcs npon them,and will quick! 
ly fink chem : *cis.in yainfor themo lays 
the'work 'is hard, and we are weaty :. 
Thercis notime or condition4n the life! 
of a'Chriſtian, which will ſuffer an inters} 
miſſion of chis wotk - Ic is in the keeping! 
watch oyer our hearts, as it/ was in the 
keeping up of Meſes his hands, whilſt; 
1frail and Amaleck were fghring below; 
Exod, 17. 12, No ſooner do Hoſe: his! 
hands grow heavy and fink down, but' 
Amalek prevails * You. know it coſt Da-- 
vid and Peter many a ſad day and night | 
for incermicting the watch oyer cheir own 
hcarts bur a few minutes. 

3. 'Tis the moſt important buſineſs of 
aChrit ans life ; without this we ares 
but Formalifis in Religion : all our pros / 

' feſhhons , Gifts and Duties ſignific no- 
thing : My Son give mo thine Heart, Prov. ; 

26, Ged is pleaſed to call that a gifr,' 

he? rep is indeeda deb z hewill pur this | 

honour upon the creature to 5 ic-4 

(bir in the way of a gift; bur if this F 

. ot gi en him, he en not what 4 

yer elfe you bring to om: there is. ſo.Y- 

much only of wor. h and _yalue;zn hogs 

we do, as there is of heart 1 0, itz: Ca -, 1 


cningthe heare, God ary ms to o lay, & I 
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thiEwere D, 
| warrejetted. God rejeas 
ties: ogg orious ſocver. it Gee 

ed him _withour "a hi 6-2 
| jo perfottod duty withcwal fa art, 

, needleſly,is no'more reg ; 

God, char he Gt perfc mk ps | 
66; And thas how fly pi 5 | 
nithre of 5a © yr is aps nega 


this plizale, K La eart,, 


2. Nexc, I ſha tyou ſome ratlg- | 
mal zecount "why Los ſhould: mAKE. 
this the great buſineſs of their lives, kg | 


keep their hearts 2 
Theimportance aid reel "of nie 
kin om our great cbr ha uſing 


4, 


be glory of Ged macht 


Nog IH 


y i wihs to the AY oe Schoals : 
do» well obſcrve, thar outward” fics are. 
wajorir infamie, ſins of greater infaby y; 
_ bur heart-ſfinsarc \24joris rears, fins of: 
"deeper gilt. How Cents bach the! 
Great God declared his wrath from: 
Heaven againſt Heart-wickedacs # The: 
great C Crime for -waich tke old World 
--Rands indifed, Ger. 6. 5, 6. 7. is heart= 
wickedneſs; God ſaw that every imag ina» 

» tw (or fittien) of. their heart mas only! 
- evil, and that crontixu2lly +) for which: he! 
fent the dreadfulleft Judgment that. w 
ever executed fince the World Þegav : 5 
Lud the Lord [id, Iwiil deſtroy man whom. 

I have created, fremtbe face of the 2arth, b. 
both max avd beaff g$azd the cheeping things, 
and the fowls of Heaven, for it repemteth Lid 
that have made man, v.7. E find. no; 
ccir mutders, afukeries b af emics zi ft 
they were defiled wit thele. 


cerned, 
4 inte 1 


8 particularly alledged s rae 6. b, 
<0 the evils of cheir hearts : yea, that bil 
H Gott was fo provoked by, Ro gife } 
| his 'peculiar* irtheritance Negr e <n6 By {| 
Fe 'miex hand, was the evil F.: i 19] - 


hete though org ok aft res: 
of; apd bee uſc of this the Caldees-mult” 
"coltie uponihem asa Liow from weroroil | 
0H, V.7e and trar them fo PLecese , Forthe © 
very fin' of thoughts it was chat- God 
chit down the.fa 0 nels ometh fea 
vei,and keeps 
'chains:o the Julgn 
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meer heatt-evils are o > provoking, fol 
Ir rm rcjotis 8 nd | 
rats w 
by Fond 
rhe WE 5 


my 


.. 

%; 
W.: 
FY, 
of 4 
8: 
gl 


, | pt | | us 2 
on —_— GE at * ] Fe - be” 
materia bs; EINE, 8 and 


them fo? thefol 


inform.us;; T heir Soul delighs h in; ene} 


bowinations 0. 
: To conclude, ſuch | C the vilenefs of 
t-ing,thar the Scriptures lome- +] 
TID UAE the difficulty of pardon 1 


far them. Soip the caſe of 'Simon CALa- | 


£465 Ads $.21.-his heart was nor right, | 
| had | ile ' Ko ayes of God,, and the 


he Apoſile bids him- yem, 
| Your ndpriy, 7 Perbaps the thewpy bts of hit] 


heart mught be (forgiven him. O the ne- | 
& | got; feng ils i-for-by/ theſe God | 
s highly wronged and ptoyoked, and:4 
Ds.rcaſon let every Chriſtian make | 
Jr's Bott -kop bys heart wich all dis 


> The finceriry of -our Profeſſion | 
depends myckupon thecare.and: Cone * 
ſcicncewe bavcin; keeping qur hearts; | 
far it's. molt.ecreain thar: a man is bur. an 
bygoczite jn bis 2 picihow 
locyer he 


thats's ieuleſs andcarichceniie , Gs þ 


of his heat ;* you-- have 1a. 


Ss ſtanceof cls ache caſe of, 


: rare 


4 


| 2 thefe. ord febiiy 
'- AprApumcnin | 
[ES ey (= 
and rc Eperivomt As. 
: and wherein lay bis 
>? bur inchis,thavbe rook/no heed? 
watk inthe wayes of the»ZLord- with! bis - 
hearts (6,6 ):he'did all infincerdy//and 
forſeli{-ends 5 and thoughvthe' worls be 
Kee were, materially good yet be hor 
pure] his heart from'(thofe: Uwor- 
"thy clt-defrgnsin doing ic, was auffigs! 
pocrite. :,And Simop. obwhogs we. ip: 
| [Fo antes he appearedfuch a 
+ that the Apaſtle could not 'Yegulat 
. iſchimy”' yer his bypocrifie was 
di Fong zo Woe PR it 
"n$:; that” 1pr af) 
7 _ bred himfat: wittithe 'Suines, 
Jr: COnge. ro rhe mottification*df 1 
. nÞ Thy) bear *” -#st rigbe-whth_ 
'C Gods +; 


* God, | Alls B, 3x — Tis true, there ig a. 
great differerice agzong Chriſtians them». | 
10 their diligence and 'dextcrity 'a» 
bout heart-work; ſome are more'con- 
verſaot and ſuccelsfulio ic than: others 
arc, but he thatrakes no heed to his | 
hear, he that is not careful to order” it a» 
right before God, is 'but a Hypocrice, 

h33- 31333. Avd they come. wnto thee 
a the people cometh, axd ſit before thee| as 
#3 people Jand they bear thy words, but they 
"will net do thens ; for with their mouth they . || 
ſhew . much lows, but their beart goes. aficr 
their coumuuſneſ;, Here were a company: | 

- of formal Hypocrites, as is evident byrhat | 


exprefion[«,m7 people ] like them, [but 


notof them $ and what made. them ſo? 
their ourlide was-fair, here were reve- | 
rent poſtures, high ' profeſſions, much 
{cemingjoy and delight in Ordinarces, - : 
thou art tothem as a lovely Song ; yea, * 
but for all thatzthey kept riot cheir hearts. 
with God in hoſe dutics, their: hearts 
were commanded by their luſts , they | | 
went afier their covgouſneſs ; had they :} - 
kept cheir heatis with God, allbad been } 
w-ll, bur not regarding which way their 4} 
heart went in duty ; there lay the coar of 
their hypocriſy. / - : Rs. © 
0'j-4.- IF any upright Soul. ſhould ©; 
"Ea —- hence -'Y/ 


+ i 
* oe, 


v La + 
! W 


WF. n Ohjefo, anſwe 
tence infer, then Lam an hypocrite Sr, 
for many rims my hearr dex from. 
God.in duty, do what 1 cary yet. Iam, 
| nothold i ir cloſe with God, ye 
/ Se, Tothisl a wer, the very Ob- 
jeftion cartics ifit. its" own- Solution 4 
' Þ Thon faycſt, do what I can, yer I'cannot 
keep my heart wich God, 'Soul, if chow 
yo far evi cabſtthou haſt the 'ble(s 
fing of an upright, - though God" fees 
= ro exerciſe zhee wndet'the affiition 
of a diſcompoſca heart”. There remains. 
| fill ſome witdneſs in the thoughts ant 
| fancies of the beſt ro humble them ;; bot 
it+you find a care” before ''to” prevent - 
ri? gel oppoſicion againſt them when | 
they CCme, grief and {orrow 2\{rerwards; 3 - 
-you will find enoughtoctear you from 2 
raigning bypoawly- x) This fore-care  _-} 
is fcen partly wn ng p' the va m 
thine hearr co prevenc 


+ F4/30:v1 A | | 2d, 
venting gracefe wy od hire on-le 
F opperdury, Put: x19. 36,37; *ris'2 nood* © 
{ -fiz7-where'rhis care*goes before i duty, '' 
4 And (2) ts a (weer fign of, up pright- «4 
JS r9:0ppoſe- IF in their firſt riſe, 

a b-. 2 , 4 | 


Wy be brouty of the.Cooter) ation 7 


Sta 19-T33- 1 bate vainthong here Gals. 
- LEY, The Spirit. huſterh »gabrſt the fleſhy 
"And (3) ) Fhy after-griet pitcovers: thy 
uptight heart zif With Heackiab chow arc." 
bymublegiopthe evils oficby heartauhou 
bat ing. #ralgn:from. theſe »difordervite | 
Quelizon the in;cgricyioh ir; burco ſuffer 
into Jodgquictly. in the 1 heatts;.tu Jer. 
 way-hoats tiabityall y ahd unconrolledly, 
wapder fron God, is4 ſad and. danger 
oat aindsos 5x: 57003 
:-hbehepmy of, Converlationa- 
ple tHOqn opt heavcoly/ $ramoss a8d;ho+j 
rdeg of; apr kpicits.z ftherg/js a fpitiet 
| pe reangheauty-inthe £onyedas; 
rf 1if be rig lager 6, 1107 6: 4881 
Ftyhrn mgbbears they -ſhiae yag) 
Tet A BC - World; BK Whaicy 66 
trc-and Yay 510, lvver, combs: 
-m;che excehency of /wyciy/Spitits.ooa4:, 
: Candiewi; JA puts 2: luf re iup;; Papi; 
TN. rom theyre” id 
raibbls Hd a negiod gn 
i6\lhowghever: pvc rr pie, 44 - 
IG ng ELL whe Fen 
img (Gams. of 8 


(eLycy Hi 
-" wind Th he hear aaa i 

How,rhatlarhiag he hoagny 
is ce Reed be :' hence)r Se62. Wt ere 
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' a3the Gterk 


themaggDawa tpraks frofii{weer 
'Tience, InQÞſl L956 te WY: # ye Beiers i 


depends #pan keeping the bear}, mY 
atbrtalidr bones, * or beauriful * naop 
word imports.” ;S9- 
Yes 5. 7.. Let the wicked farſake* his way 
and tbe werightrou man” his 'thonphts. 
Hisway roccs thecomfe of his life; his 
ohcs. the frame of his'heart”;- and 
erctore fipcerthe' way ard courſe of 


'bibtite floxs from- his thoughts';/ or "the 


frame ot bishoarr, both orirfeicher will 
beforſaken : the 'hicarr is rhe womb"'d 
al-a&ions;.: theſe” ations are 'vuruilly 
& leminaliy* confined 19 our choughts, 
thele choughns being ohco&raadeup ints 
atfeRiour; are” quickty' made" ove © 
ſuiable- ations add praiſes.” If- rhe 


-hearc be: wicked) with" as*Chrift ſaichs 
'Marrbeni) 549. Our" of the heart proceed 
"evil choughrs Murders, Alukeries, @ee . 


Mark,tho ox er;fifſt, «anton OF 1 revengee, 


falghobghroyhenuatleatior! Mardcrous! 


paa@ilewnie Yr ory will Hr N20 
"pant itchis-hearr be holy'or Tyiricual;,” 


fo 


tre} 4cgped watter; "1 fprake of 1v ph 
nbleb\ 1 bate!madr | my tori lt 9s 1 * 
wx of « readyinwiter;” Here's x lile richhyi 
nufied wi lugood works; ſore: eddy: 


HY | ragde 2, Ell ſpeak of the ding? which © 
; Dew \ re wed whe Nig wk 


wing. 


26 The beauty of the Converſation 
king, my heart is enditing, but -both 
Procecdiog from the heavenly trame' of" 
hs hearr. GO K = 
Puc but the heart 1n frame, and the 
life will quickly diſcover thatit is ſo. | 
tbio\ it is noc very difficale rodiſcern by 
the dutics and converſes: of Chrilians, 
what trames heir ſpirts are under 3 take 
a Chriſtian ina good frame,and howſes< . 
rious, heavenly, and profitable will- his 
converſes and duties bet what a lovely 
companon is” hey during the continus | 
ance of it} .,4would do any ones. heart 
good tobe with himar fuch a time, Pſal; 
37- 39%; 31. -Themwouth of the rightrone 
ſpeake:b Viſdons; and his tongue talketh of 
judgment, the Law of bis God @ in bis" 
Whenthe heart is up with God, and: - 
full of Gods haw dexreroufly-and inges-: 
nuoufly - will he wind in ſpiriewal tſ-: 
coarle, improving cvety occaſion 8&. ad- | 
vantage to ſome heavenly purpoe,' few! 
words runchen ac the wait (pon: 415, 
- . Andwhatelſe can be the..ceaſon; why '* 
the diſcout{cs and-duries of .many Chtt«:+ 
titans arg become (0 frothy:and 'unpro«t?Þ}. 
fitab'e , their communion both: with); 
God,and ence. another becortie-as a dry 
ſtalk, byr bccaule their hearrs we A po"? | % 
% | COs- 2 
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 dependrapon keeping "rhe bart. Ip 
lected. Saxely this muſt be che reaſon 
okit, and Yerily it 15 ancvil greatly-co be 
bewailed,for as by this,Chriitian-fcllow=- 
ſhip is becom&a 1aplels things fothe at- 
craRtirig beauty chat was wont to ſhine 
from the Converſations of the Sziots up- 3 
on the face: and; Conſcicnces of the 4 
World, (which it ir did notallure/ and: i 
briog them. in love with the wayes of 
Godeycr at leaſt lefc a reſtimony'-in their 
Conkciepces of the exceliency of thote 
| men and thels way) this i$1n 4 o_ 
meaſure loſt, to»the unſpeakable 
ment of Religion. - _- 
\ Tirne was, when Chriftiang did FER 7 
i6-at ſuch a ratcgthar the world- Rood WW. 
a gazcat them, Ts that words. | | 
1 Pe,4.4+ importh their lite EurZeglen” '. 
{| and language was of a diffe- 4 
: | rentſtrain from others, + their to Yes! 
diſcovered them to: be Galileant w 
ever they came ; bur now ſince vain fpe-' * 
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I may<to alludes 0 thar, Aﬀs; 26, 
F Ml, f ena ſpeck to bis own language itÞre F 
EE eruty” 


4 culations, and - -fruitleſs wt gi, => a 
| have fo muchobtaincd;and heart-wor "1 
” praical gedlineſs {o-much Re pe 
:44 ainong Proteſlots, the caſes ſadly alrer-" - 
1} ed their difcourſe-is become like other © ©: 
3\4 mebs:if they come amorg you 'now,they LAY 


38". The Fujecof " Aſorance. | 
truly 1 hayclictle hope co ſee this evil 
- redrcficd, and the credit ofReligion a+ 

gala repaiced ; ill Chriſtians fall again 
ro their old wotk,jQ.clll hey ly beam! 
wotk cloler : whe the falr.of. heayenly 
raindednels is again RL inco the; Spring, 
the Ove: will Tan cleazer and (RI. | 


Re & ; 


ps from it. 
"Mp "wx 19 vg Antinowian DoAring 
were reac, which reaches. you. ta x<JeR; 
all marks and gas for bz ixyal of. your' 
conditions, aclling you #ison ly cheSpis 
ritahar icmacdiateiy aſſures you by wity 
_—— ag your adop.i »n direaly, withour: 
1/4 , then, then.you might. be careleſs of, YOUr! 
50 . hearts, ya, ſirangers/to them ,-and yt, 
. no Reanacrs ro com'ott;: byr, lince both. 

»  Saipure and cxpcricace do confuce this; 
dotagg, L hope you will never look. for! 
nndany that unſcriprural ways: Idle 

Y.DOL hut ir1s the work and office af, che, 

- OE to. aflure YCu, aud, ,yer.do;1 jet 
, ' daruly afticm , thar it. ever YOU FF 
* ſyrance inthe ordinary Wayj/! 
GoJ dilpcal; S it, -you [mult caks 


b 
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with your 0Wn beatis, ycu may expect 
comforts upon calier terms ;, but [| 


e-l am miftaken, it ever you enjoy them - 
ly gpon any- ether : Gove all diligence 3 


prove your ſelves 2 this is the Scripture 
«= way, I remember Mr. Reberts- in hig 
ch} Treaiſc of the. Covenant, tells us> Thax - 
5, hegknew a, Chriſtian » ho inthe infancy. 
TS of his Chriſtianity, ſo vehememly pang» 
ed aftcr the infallible aſſurance Bode 
loye , that. for a long time together he 
ckcttly deſired ſome voice froms.Hea 
—_ z yea, ſometimes walking in thefo» 
ary ficlds; eatneſtly defired forme Mi 
raculous Voice from the Frecs and ſtones 
E there ; this; after many deſires andieng- 
1 ings was denicd him : but imtime a ber- 
xxl tet was afforded in the. ordinary way-ob « 
Ir) ſearching the Word, and his.ownbeart; 
<8 An inſtance of the like nature the, Learg= 
iſ cd Grrſon gives us, Of ;ove that wasdrie. 
sf ven by temptation upon the vety bars 
vi dersof deſperation, ar laſt being lweeuly + 
+} ſetled aſſured, onca: ked (1D), EF 
ef he attained ir? he anſwcied., Nay, « (8? 


move aliquarevelatione, &c. Nox t any: | & 
extraordinary revelation, but ty fubjes. © 
Qing bis underfiaud:ng. to. he he . 


"Þ- 
tu - es $,a0d comparing his own heart wah.” f 
i Fa 0. Ai Ip :ncecd affures by Wits. 
| IN x . oi roy 


39. The jojes of © ſſarance, * 
peſfing our adoption, and hewicneſſerh) 
two waycs. (1) Objecively; (5. e,) by: 
working thoſe Graces in our Souls which. 
arethe conditions of the -Promile;' and: 
fo the Splric and his Graces in vs are all. 

- one; the Spirit of God dwelling in us, is * 
a.matk of our addytion, Now the Spi- 
tircannot be diſcerned inhis clſence,bur | 
in his operations; and to diſfern theſe ig 
to diſcern the Spirit ; and how theſe ? 
ſhould b: diſcerned without ſerious © 

”,  ſexrchingand diligent watching of the 
heart,I camor imiagine. (2) {Th= ovhicr - 
way of the Spitics wicneſſing is cfietycs | 
Iy, (5. +.) by irradiating- the Soul 
with a Grace-diſcovcring 1igtit, ſhining 
. upon his owtiwork ; aud this in ordet 
of nature follows the forrnec wotk': he + 
fir infales the Grace, and then opens - 
the eye of the Soul ro ſec ir. Now fince 
the licart is the ſubjc& of that infuſed | 
grace,cvcn this way of the Spirits witneſ- 
fiag alſo includes the' neceſſity of 1 
keeping carefully otir owti bearts : fot . 
__ £1) A neglc&cd heart is ſo confuled and - 
. **-dark, thar the little grace-whichis in it 
is not ordinarily diſcernab'e :. the moſt '} 
accuracc and. laborious Chriſtians, that } 
take moſt pains, and {pcnd moſt time |. 
about ch: hearts, do ye - _— £ 
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"pendant an keeping the brart, a "I 
wad difficult ro Kings of he Pg : i 
72nd gennine- \ wor of -t « 
A ; yo then tha hal he Gian "y 
which is (comparatively ne m-and 
remi(s about hearr-work, be ways able 
t0diſcover it ? Siacericy which is the- 
quefrum , the ſought for, Fa, 
inthe beart/like a ſmall piece of Gold -*. . 
he boctom ofa River, be that will pe 
-{ mult ſtay till che watcr be ora a; 
{cetled, 3nd theo he ſhall (ee it 
"x the botromy andthat the heart may . 
- | be clcar andſericd, how much pains and 
s þ pho care and diligence: wil'# 
? "ESE 
1 '. God:doth not uſually indulge Ia» = © 
# 2y and negligent Souls with the Come wo 7 
| forts of Afﬀſurance,, be will noc ſo miue 
; gon alf Parnon in ſloth and carcle( 
neſs, he wil ye it, bur ic ſhall be inhis 
"own way: his command hath onited 
- our care and comfort together : rheyare 
"4. miſlakcathar think the gang Child — 
8 of Afurancc may be born without - + © 4 
| fapnn! Ah, bow- many ſolitaty hours .. 
J | have rhe people of God ſpent in heaxt- * 
J. examioation? How many times have 
| bey looked into the Ward 3 ' and'then - 
2.  inco their +bearrs >. Sometimes: they 
4 ip ſc ought they diſcovered lincerity,, and 


ey 


32 « ""Hlpayaten Gs Grate. 4 


were cyen rcady to draw forth the tti=. 
umpbant concluſion ;of: Agurancg,” then} 
comes 2doubr they cannotiefolve,” and, 
daſhes all again;:many bopcs -and fears, 
doubtings and reaſonings they have had. , 
in their own breafts, befo:e they arrived. 
at a. comfortable ſenicmerr. + +: 
.-Toconclude, Suppoſe it "polihle Pry 
2 carelels Chriſtian'coartain Aflucantes.. 
yet?ds impoſſible be ſhould lpag retald 
it; forit 1s with thoſe whoſe hearts are, | 
bigevith the joyes of Aſſurance, as With 
a pregnant \Woman ſubje& ro*miſcartis ; 
ages; if ext-aodinary-care be not uled » } 
it is a thouſandto one if ever ſh2jmbracs ; 
a living Child * So'cishere, a.itcle pride, if 
vanity, carelefneſs ; daſh:s all thax; for : 
Which chou haſt been labouring a long | 


rime 1n many a weary duty. - Since thga "| 


the joy of our life, the Comfore of ous 
fouls, riſes. and falls withour diligence |; 

chis-work; keep your hearcs with all dili- 7 | 
| gence... 


Jepadds on the keeping of .ou- heargs ; 
I never knew'Grace thrivein a. negligent + 
2d careleſs Soul; the habits and'roors of- ! 
grace'are planted i inthe hearty. andthe} 
cecperithey are radicarggchere, the: ogy > 
-hiviog and I 4 Grace Ky Es" pl 
97 *.; 
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5.\The improvement of, our Graces I 


dependant on keeping the heart, 23 
2, 179 We Tead of biivg rooted in Grate) 
Grace 1a (he heatrt 15 che root of every 
gratiovs word in the mouth, and of e- 
» © very bely work in che hand, Pſal, 116, 
L.. 10, 2 Corg4. I3. ris.trae, Chriſt 1sTthe 
|. root of a Chuſtian- ; bur Cai 1s Origo 
originans, che Orig: Dating Tout and graces 
| Oro 07:g314t4, 4 root originated, plants 
-Y cd, and wfluenced by (Chriſt, accotding 
I as chis thrives under divine influences, (a 
 Þ the ats of grace are more or leſs truicful 
| and vigorous: Now in a heart not kept 
'J with care ad diligence, chele fruQtitying 
FJ iofluences are ſtopr-and cut off, multt- 
 Ftudcs of vanities break in upon, it, and 
J devour . its ſtrength ;; che hearc is as uf 
F were the: paſture in which multicudes of 
Fiboughts are ted every day.z a gracigus 
F heart diligently  kept,. feeds; many pre= 
Fcious thoughts of God jn a day, Pſ-b:338. 
$35. Haw precious are thy. though's co me O 
3 God! How great is the, ſum 0. them | if 4 
Y bold conn them, they are more m number 
Yrbantbe ſand; and when 1 awake [ am fill 
A iith thee. | And! as; the gracious heate 
*Ffceds and:nourithes chem,. lo they refreſh 
d feaſt the beart, Pſal. 63. 5, 6-My ſqut - 
Bi:flled ar with Marron and fatneſs while 
$1 uhirkhaponthbee; ' &6, Bur inthedif;re- 
Ytarded beare,{warms of yain and fooliſli 
; $A. 63925; D thoughts 
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34 Thelmprovement of Grace, @c, 


thoughts arc peiperually working, and 
Juſtle out thoſe ſpirnval - 1dea's and 
thcughts of God, by which the Soul 
ſhould be refreſhed. 

Beſides, the carele{(s hezrt makes no- 
thing ouc of any Ducy or Ordinance it 
*performs or attends on, and yet theſe 
are the Conduits of Heaven 'ſrom 
.whence Grace is watred and made fruit- 
ful: aman may go with an hcedleſs ſpi- 
'rit from Ordinanceto Ordinance, abide 
-all-his dayes under the choiceſt teach» 
ings, aud yer never be imptoved by 
"them ; for heart negle& is a leak in the 
'bottom,no heavenly influences how rich 
foever, abide in that Soul, Matth, 13, 
- 35 4.The heart that lics cpen and come» 
-mon like the High way, free for all pal- 
"ſengers ; when the ſeed fell on (ir, the 
'fowls came and deyoured its Alas ! it 
s.not enough” to'hear, unleſs: we takef] - 
heed how we*bear.:*a man may pray} þ 
And never thebetrer,unleſs we watch un 4 
to Praycr, In a word, all Ordinancaff + 
'Mcans and Duties are bleffed unto thefſ 4j 
1mp:ovement of Grace,according ta the 
care and ſtriane(s we uſe in Keeping outf tþ 
hearts in theme + v0, Bane Uh 36 Ne 

- 6, Laſtly, The ftabilicy of our ſoul $1 
551 the hour ofremptation, willbe-mudiſ co 
bo5dn, C1 according ::* 


- 
{ 
\« 
( 


| Stability in temptation, &c, 35 
d | according the care and Conſcience we 
dil haveof keeping our hearts ; the careleſs 
ul F - hezrt is aneafic ptey to Satan in the hour 
oftemptatian , his main - Butterics are 
” # raiſed againit thit Fort-royal,cheHearr ; 
th jthe win thar, he wins all, for it come 
ſc} mands the whole man ; and alas, /how 
ny caſfic a Conqueſt is a negleQed heart? 
tf *isno more difficulc to furpriſe-ic, than 
IS forancacmy to center chat City; whoſe 


del Gatcsare open and unguarded : "tis the 
1 wa'chful hearr: that diſcovegs and. ſup- 
YN preſſes the remipration before it come. to 
nel ics ſtrength. Divines obſerve this to be 
aff 'the method in which tcmprations are 
3] - ripeacd and brought tp their full 

nel ſtrength; there is firſt che irti>  0gtfis 
tation of theobje&,orthat pow* 
er it hath to work upon and provyok 
our corrupt nature, which cither- done 
-by che real preſence of the obje, or cle 
| dy Speculacion, when the obje (though 
wy abſcnt}is beld out by the pha ncaſybefore 
a 'the Soul.(2) Then follows the, mo-  . 
tion of the ſenfitive ' appetire » 0ewy 
Wl which is tired atid provoked by 

uf the phancaſy, repreſenting it as a ſenſual 
"7 good, as having profic or plea- . | 
I {lurcinic, (3) Then:there is a ovAuoiS 
MW -conukation in the ,nynd a- | 
mw os - 


36 Stability in templation 
bout it , -deliberating -abour the like- 
* -licſt-mcans of 'accompliſhing 
- 101015 * *it,, (4)Next; follows the ele» 
| _-_ «ton or choice of the Will. 
* BouAkucet (5) And' hftly, The deire 
bs _ + of Full engagement of-rhe 
Will: ro-ir/; all this' may. be done in a 
'few moments, for the debates - of ' the 
"Soul are quick, and foon ended: when 
"It cames thus far, then the heart is won, 
"Satan bath entred viRoriouſly, and diſ- 
" played hjs Colours upon:the Walls of 
(HarRogat Fort; -buc {had the *Heart 
*beth well:zirarded ar firſt \, it badinever 
"come tothigheight'; theitemptation-bad 
been ſtopt in the firſt or fecond a&; and 
Indeed thete&ir's Ropt'eafily, for it:as in 
the mokiohsof a tempred' Soul to Sin ; 
-a$ 11 the metion of a'Stone falling from 
the brow 'of an Hill, 1ts:caſily ſtopt ar 
firſt, but-when once its ſet ar going :Hirt: 
' acquiyit endo 2 and therefore 11s thefſ © 
praatft* Wiſdom i19the World 'to.'ob- © 
{crve the firſt! motionsof: the cheart,:i0 
check and ſtop fin there: the motions 
of {in are weakeſt ati firſt 4 a little, care 
and watchiilneſs' 'may-prevent; much J ©; 
miſchicf mn6w;; which'the carcleſs, hearth ©; 
Dot heedinig, is brought Within the powell 4. 
of temptation 5 '/as the Syrians: /wernl - 


. FIC HLIDELED 


al Fo .ou.m.e om _ _ 


| 


OD OT Os ==» - - ff. rr co = 


obtained by keeping the. Heart, . 37 
brought blindfold into the midſt of $45 | 
maria, before, they knew where they . 
wcre. 7 ONT ; 

By chis time Reader, I hop: chou arc, 
fally. ſatisfied haw.conſequettial and nes | 
cellary a work the keeping of. thy heart. 
is, it being a duty that wraps uplo many , 
dear intereſts of the Soul init. R 
3, Nex:, According to the method, 
propounded, I proceed to point out 
thoſe {pecial Seabbng 1n the life.of a Chris 
ſian, Which require and call for our uts+, - 
moſt diligeace in keeping the hearc : for 
though (as was obſerved. before, the 
Duty bind, ad ſemper , an} there be no. 
time or condition of, lite in which we* 
may be excuſed from this work ; yet, 
there are ſome fignal ſeaſons , Crirncal” 
hours,  requiiing, more than a. common. 
vigilance.over the hcarte #5" 


' 


And the firſt. | Ea 

t, Seaſoy, © Is the time of pro» 
*ſpcrity, | whea Providence (miles: 
«ypon us, and dandles us upon. her 
* knee., :Now. Chriſtian ,' keep thy 
*hcarc with: all diligence ; for now* 
<rwillbe.cxceeding apt to grow ſecure, 
« proud and carthly, Rare virmus off bus" 


£ 


of © militar bororate (lairh' Bernard) 'ro (ee 
9 42 man bumble under proſperity, isone. 


'S 
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38 How the Heart is kept frem pride; 
« ofthe greateſt rarit es in the World.” 
* Eyen a good Hezekiab coald nor hide" 
* a yain-glotious temper under thistem- 
**p;ation, and hence that Cautian ro 
&« /ſrael, D. ut, 6. 1o, 11, 12.' And it ſhall 
«be when the Loyd thy God ſhall h:ve 
" brought thee int the Lavud which be ſware- 
* to thy Fathers, io Abraham, Ifaac, «nd 
* Jacib, to give thee grect and goodly Cures 
* which thu build: dſt xot, and ton{rs ful of 
© all goed things which thou filedſt not, Fc, 
**'T hen beware eb thou forget the Lord, 
&* 21d indeed ſoir fell ont, for jeſwrax w..x- 
"ed fat and kicked, Deut. 22.15, 
N.ow then che firſt, Caſe will be this,v'z. 

1, Caſe, How a Chriſtian may keep his 
heart from Pr.de and carual ſecurity nnder 
the ſmiles of providence, and confluence of 
Creature comforts? | 

Thete arc (cyen choice helps to (ecure' 
the heart from the dangerous ſnares of 
proſperity, the firſt is this, | 
I» To conſuler the darg rous inſnarmg 
temptations attending 4 pleaſant and proſpe- 
rows condition : few,zea very few of thoſe tht 
live in the. pleaſures and proſperty of this * 
wer id, eſcape ev:riafting perdition, Maithy ” 
Ig, 24+ 'tis eafer ({aich Chriſt ) f.r «Ca 4 
. mel to paſs through the ee of. a needle, rhinf ” 
fr .@rich min-o enter intotts Kingdoms) & 
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not many noble are called, It might jultly 
' make us crem>vle when the S:ripcure tells 

us in general, that few ſhall be ſaved, 
n* much more when it tells us, tha of thar 
rank and (ort of which we arc, buc few 
ſhall be ſaved. When Joſhnab call.d all 
4 the Tribes of 1ſrael to lot upon tiem for 
the dilcovery of Achan, dubricſs Achaw 
Fl feared; when the Tribe of Ju1ab was 
- | taken, his fear increaſcd ; buc waen the 
; | family of the Zarbices was taken, it was 
time then to tremble, So whzn the Scrip- 
turejcomes, ſo near as to tell us that 
of ſuch a ſort of m<zn. very few ſhall e- 
© ſcape, 'iisrtime to look about ; mirar fi 
poteft ſervari altquis reftorum, (ith Chry- 
f ſoſtome, 1 ſhouid wonder it any of the 

"= &nlers be ſaved. O how many have 
bezn Coached .ca Hell in the Chariots of 
earthly plcaſures, whilſt or2ers have 
been whipt to Heaven by the rod of af- 
fiction ? how few, like the Da 1g'nter of 
Tyre, come'to Criſt with: a gitc 1 how 


- oY , . 


Heaven, 1 Cot. 1. 26. yot. many wighty 


hn 
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40 How the Htartis kept frem'pride, }| 


proſperity : when they were in'a low 
coi.dition, how humbic, '(pifitaal and 
hcavculy were they z but when advan- 
ced, what an apparent ajteration- hath 
b.ca upos therr [pirits; *twas ſo with 
Iſrael wire they were in a low conditt- 
on in the Wildern:(s; then T/r ae! was, 
Holineſs to the Lord , Jer. 2, 23. but 
whea they c:me into Caniaw, and were 
fed in atat Paſture, then, We are Lorar, 
we will come n, more unto ther, ver, 31, 

outward gat”rs are ordinarily aiteade 
with inward iufles, as Ina low condiii- 
on, the r civil imployments were wont 
to have. tang and (avour of their durics, 
ſo in an exalred condicion, the'r Datics 
commonly have a rang of the World. 
He indeed is rich in Graces whoſe Gra« 
- ces atenothindred by his Riches, there 
_ arc but few Jeboſaphars jrrthe World, of 
whom irs ſaid, 2 Chrov, 19: 5:6. He hid 
ſilver and gold in abundance, and bis heart 
Was lifted up inthe way of Gods commands; 
Will noc this keep tby beatt humble in 
proſperity;rothink how dear many god- 
ly'men Bare paſd for ' their! riches, that 
through them' they, have loſt thar whictf 
allthe World'capnot purchaſe; Then tif 
"} 97-1 2.33 8% 3 AST 


the next places b- 
.. 3, Keep down thy vain hear by "th 
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Confſt-icration, That God vaines na man 4 
jor the wore for theſe things, God. valucs 
ne man by outward exceiicacies, but by 
inward Graces, they ate the intcroal or- 
namcnts of the Spirir, which arc of gieag 

rice in Gods eyes, 1 Pee. 3. 4. he vtſpl- 
* all worldly: glory and accepts no 
mans perſon, bat i every Na ion, be that 
frartth God, and work:th rig-teouſneſs, 18 
accepted of brim, As 10. 35. Indeed if the 
Judgmenc of God went by the {ame rule 


that mansdoth, we might value our. 


ſelves by theſe things, and ſtand upon 


| andſecurity ina proſperous flare, gz =\__; 


them ; bric as one {aid (when dying) I. 


ſha'lnot appear before God as a DoGtor, 
but as a Man;. taxtus quiſquis eft, quantue 
eft apud Deuw. So' much' every man is, 
and no more, -as he is in the judgment 


of God, Doth thy hearr yet (well ? and 


keep it humble. er1 3t, | 

4, Then fourthly , Conſider how bite 
terly manyperſons hive biwailed their folly 
whey they came to dye, that ever: they + ſet 
their hearts npon theſe things, '\anid beartily 
w{h that they bad never known them, Whar 


will neither of the tormer conf{iderations 


 alad ſtory was that of Pize Owintus, who 


dying, cryed' out defpairingiy, When. 'L 
was ina low condition, l had ſome. hopes 


* of Salyation, bur when I was advanced 
il "bo I 


cn 
£4 


gt How th: ht art is kept humile.., © 
to be a Cardinal, | greatly don>ted it, but © 
fince came to rhe P.zpedome, I have oo 
hope at all. M-.Spemcer ai{o telis us arcal, 
bx (ad ſtory, of a rich oppreſſour, who 
hid (craped up a g:car eſtate for his only 
Son; When h: came to dye, he called 
his S»1c> him, and (ail, Son, Do you 
idecd]>ve m2? che Sn anſwered, Ihag 
nacure, beſides his paternal 1aJulgence, 
oblizcd him to that; then (aid the Facher 
expreſs it by this, hid thy fiager 1a the 
Canllc as long as 1 am (ſaying a Pater 
No/er : the Son aitenpied, but could nor 
cadure ic; upIN Tha: the Father brake 
out into th-fe cxpicifions, Thou canſt 
no: {ufter the burning of thy finger for 
m-, bu: to gec this wealth, I have ha- 
zarded my Sonl for thee, and mult burn 
body and Soul iz Hell for thy ſake, 
thy pataswould have been but for a mo- 
ment, bur raine will be unqienchable 


e. 

- $5. The heart may be kept hymble by 
conſidering. of what a clogging nature 
carchly clings are co a foul hearcily enga+ 
cd in the way to Heaven,.they ſhut oug _ 
mich of heaven fromus art preſenr,though 
they may not ſhat us our of Heavenat,: : 
tft, It th confider thy (elt underthe 
86:10 of a ſtrang:=r inthis world, cravel= 7 
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ing fcr Heaven, and ſecking a bener 
Country, thuu haſt then as much reaſon 
to/be taken and delighted with thefe 
things, as a weary Hoile hath with a 
heavy Cloak-bag: there was a fcrioug 
_ truth in that Atheiſtical ſcoff of Jalan, 
when hetook away the Chriſtians cares 


and told them, it was to make thery ficcer 


fo: the Kingdom of Heaven, 

6. Is thy Spirit for all this flatulerr 
and lofty, then urge upon it ihe cone 
ftder ation of that awful day of r choning, 
wherein according to our receipts of mercies 
ſha | be cur accenn's for them : And me- 
thinks this ſhould awe and humble the 
yaineſt heart that cver was 11 the brealt 
of a Sainre. Know for ccrtein, that the 
Lord reccrds all the mcic.cs that: cver he 
gave thee, from the beginning to the 
end of 1by life, Micah, 6. 5, Remen ber 
O my peop'e, from Shittim nnto Gilgel, &c« 
Yca,thcy are cxatly numtred, and re- 
cotged, in orderto an account ;. and thy 
account will be {uicable, Luk. 12.148. To 
whomſoever mach 15. given, of him wuch 


fall berequired, You are but Stewards, }. . 


and your Lord will come rotake angare 
count of you ; and what a great account 
have:yeu ro, make who have much of 
this World in your hands z what ſwite 
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a4 How the heart is kept humble © 
witncflcs will your encmies be againſt; 
you, it this be the beſt fruic of them ? + | 
. Ic is a very bumbling conſiderati-: 

on, That the mircies of God ſhould work 
ath:rw:(c upon my ſpirit then they uſe todo. 
#07 th: Spirits of other; , to whom they: 
come as (ant :fied Mercies from the love of 
Ged. AtiLotd ! What a ſad confidera» 
tion is this ? caough to lay me in the 
duft: when 1 co:fider ( x) rhart their 
mercies have greatiy tiumled chem; the 
higher Gd hath ruled them, the lower 
thcy have laid themſeives before God. 
Thus did Jacob when God had given 
him much ſubſtance, Ger. 32. 5.10. And 
Jacob ſaid \ I am not worthy of the leaſt of 
al! thy mzrciet, and all the trath which thou 
baft ſhewed thy ſervant ; for nith my floff I 
paſſed over this Jordan, and now am be- 
com: two Bands, And thus it was with 
holy David, 2,Sam, 7 18. When God 
had confirmed che promiſe to him, to 
build bim an houſe, andnot reje& him 
25 he did Saw/,he gocs in before the Lord 
and faith; Who am 1 ? and nhar 1s By Fa- 
thers bouſe, thit thou haſt brought me hi- 
therto> 2nd fo indeed God requyred; 


D-at, 26. F- when Ifrael Was 0 bring to 4 
God che ficlt fruits of Canaan, theyywere 
to lay, 4 Syrian ready to periſh was my for P 


of 


in proſperas fate.” >> _ 
ther. &c. Do others raile God the higher 
for raiſivg them ? and the,more Gud 
raiſes me, the more (hail I abuſe him 
_and exalc my (cli? O what i fad thing 
is this ! (2) Others have trecly aſcribed 
. the glory ot all their enjoyments to Ged, 
and magnified not themſelves, bur him, 
tor their metcics : So David, 2 Sam. 26. 
26. Let thy rame be magnified, ard :hi kauſe 
1 thy ſervant be eſtabliſhed, He doth nor 
fly aponche mercy, and fuck out the 
ſweerneſs of it,, looking no farther than 

. his own comfort; no, he cates for nyo * 

mercy except God be magnified in ir. - 
.So P/al. 18. 2, when God hd delivered 
.him from all his enemies, the Lord ((aith 
.he) ss my ffrergth and my rock, hi is tt- 
.come m) Salvatien. They did, not putt 
the Crown upon their oun heads asItdg. 
-(3) The mercices of God have been'met- 
40g mcrcies unto others, melting'their 
Souls 1 loveto theGed of their mercics. 

So Hamah, 1 Sam, 2. 1- when ſhe rece!> 

tny Soul ((airh 


ny . 


45 The Heartkept from deſpondency, 
: were not contraſted, but the more in- 
largedto God : (4) the mercies of God 
have. been mighty reſtraints to ' keep 


others from fin. So Ezra g. 13. Stemp 


thou our God hiſt givin us ſuch a deli- 
wverance «1 this, thonid we again break thy 
Commandments ? ingenious Souls have 
felr the force>of the obligations of love, 
and mercy upon.them : (5) to conclude, 
che mercies of God co others have been 
as Oyle to the wheel of their obedience, 
and make them ficcer for (ervice, 2 Chros, 
17. 5. Now if mercics. work contrarily 
upon my heart, what .cauſe have I ro 
be afraid that they come not to me in 
Jove ? I tell you this is enough to damp 
the ſpirit of any Saint, to ſee what ſweer 
eftc&s they bave had on others, and what 
ſad cffe&s on him, | SE 
2. Seaſon, The ſecond ſpecial Seafon 


© in the life of a Chriſtian requiring | 


© more than a commondiligence to Keep 
* his heart, is ihe time of adverſity; when 
©" Providence frowns upon you, and 


«blaſts your outward comforts ,. then * 
[ook to your hearts, keep them with - 
* 21l diligence from repining againſt ? 
& God, or fainting under his hand + for 2 
© troubles, though ſanRificd; aretrous? 
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«was a good man and yet how 

« was his heart under aflittion ? - Fob 
« was the Mirrour cf paricnce, yet how 
« was his: heart diſcompoſedby trouble? 
«you will find itas bard to ger. a-come 
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by. 


«js co bx Quickſilver : Oh the tauries 
«* and tumults which they occalioneven 
« in the beſt hearts! well then, the ſecond 
« Cafe will be this. > 261 
2. Cale, How a Chriſtian nnder. yreat 
affliflions mary keep bis heart from repining 
.87 deſponding under the hand of Grd? Now 
.tbere are nine (ſpecial helps I ſhall bere 
offer, co keep thy heart in this condition; 
, andthe firſt ſhall be this, To work upon 


your hearts this great truth, 
IT. That by theſe croſs Providexces, Ged 
is fa;thfully per ſuing the great defgy of ele- 
. fling love upcn the ſouls of his people, and 
,0r ders all theſe affliftions as means [antlified 
40 that end, 4-6 
.  A@MiQtions fall not out by Caſ#«'ty,bur: 
by Counſel. Job. 5. 6, Epb- 1,11, byths 
Counſel of God they are ordained as 
| mcans of ſuch-ſpiritual gocd to Sgints, 
4 1/4. 27.9.By this ſt all the iniganty if Jacob 
purged, &c. Heb, 1 24 19., Bath for oun 
J.- prefit,.fc; Rome 8, 28. All things worktss 
J = gerber 
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t<]ythiftle have their prickles. To 
Rh | 


<«« poſed ſpirit under great affliction, asit 


* 


-Up3n'our hearts, to pull-down the ptide 
and carnal ſecurity of them ; and being 
ſo, their nature 1s 'changed ; they are 
curned'jnto bleſſings and benefits, Pſal. 
T19:27:,'It ir good form that 1 have been 


«ft:tcd. And ſure thens thou haſt no rea- 
{of':to-quarre] with''but rather to-ad-: 


_ mite-that Gcd ſhould concern-himſclt 
ſo mithiia-thy good, to uſe any: fneans 
for the accompliſhing of ir, Philip 3, 17, 


Par] could bleſs Ged if by any means be. 


might attain the Rejurreftion of the deadgeny 
brethren (faith James) count it ail joy when 
you'Fell ato divers temptations, I Jam. 2.3« 


My: Father is about a:defign of Love up- 


on'my ifou}, and' do I well ro: be an- + 


ory with him? all' that he- doth is in 
purſuance of, and reference . ro ſome 
eternal glorious ends upon my Soul, - ) 
"cis my ignorance of. Gods defign', rhat 


makes me -quartel with h'm ! he faith | 


to thee in chis cafe, as to Peter, bat TÞ ds 
thou knoweſt not now, but hereafter thou: ſhalt 
know it. STOICEEUEELY 
2. Help. Theagh God bath reſerved: ts 
himſelf a tii erty of affifting bis people, yet 


be hath eyed up bis ewn binds by Promiſe, 
never to take away bis loving Kinineſs from 7 
_ them, Can Ilook that Scripture _ Fe 


D Fo 


48 The Heartkeps from deſponding, | 
gether for good, they are Gods Workmet - 


_ ti iMavtrfig 
face with a repining diſcontented Spirit, 
2 Sam. 7.14. I will be bis father, and be ſhall 
be my Son;if he commit iniquity, I will cha- 
ften bim with the rod of men, and with the 
fripes of the children of men®1 nevertheleſs 
ty wercy [hall u!t d:part away from bins, 
O my heart, my hau ghry heart ; doſt 
thou well to be diſconrented, when God 
hath given thee the whole tree, with all 
the cluſters of comforc grewing on it x 
becauſe he ſuffers the wind to blow down 
a ſew leayes? Chrift:tans have two ſorts 
of goods, the goods of the throne, and 
the goods of the foor-ſtool ; Moveables 
and immoycables; if God haye ſecured 
theſe, never lct my heart be rroubled at 
the loſs of thoſe - indeed, if he had cur - 
'S off his love, or diſcoveaanted my ſouls 
I had reaſon to be caſt down ; but this he 
hath not, he cannot do. | 
3: Help, Ic is of marvellous efficacy to 
keep the heart from ſinking under af- 
flikon,re call to mind: that thine own fa= 
ther hath the ordering of th: : nota Creas 
ture moves hand or tongue againſt chee} 
but by his perwiſſion- Suppoſe che cup 
be a bicter cup, yet "cis the cup which thy 
\ Faiher hath given thee to drink, and 
cant thou ſuſpe& poiſon to be in tat 
cup Which he deliycrs ye fooliſh "_ 


49 


and pains bim in the operation? O when 
will you bs ingeauous ! Jt 
: 4- Help. Ged reſprit; you as much 1n aff co 
low, as in a high condution; andiherefore it ut 


_ 8ay, to ſpeak home, he manitcſts matelſ » 


&o The Heart kept fremdeſponding 

put home the cafe to thine own bean 
conſule with thine own bowels ; canſt 
thou find in thy heart to give thy Child 
that which would hurt and undo him ? 
no, thou wou!dfſt as ſoon hurt thy ſelf as 
him ; If chos then being evil knowelt how to 
give good gifts tothy Childrey , how much 
more doth God, Marib. 7.11, the yery 
conlideratianef his nature,a God of love, 
picy, and tender mecrcies, or of his rela- 
tion to thee, as a father, husband, friend ;| 
might te ſecurity enough, if he had not 
ſpoken a word to quiet thee. in this caſe: 
and yct youhbave his word too, Fer. 25, 
6. 1 will do yow mo bart, You lyc too 
near his heart to hurt you, nothing 
Srieveshim more than your groundleſs 
and unworthy ſuſpitions of his deſigns 
do; would ir not gricve a faithful tens 
der-hcarted PhyGcran,when he hath ftus 


| died thecaſe of his Patient, prepared: the 


. 
{ 
— 
moſt exccllent Recciprs to ſave bis lifeztof 2 
hear him cry out ; Oh he hath undone} 5 
me,he hath poiſoned me; becauſe ic griperſſ] t 


ned not ſomuch tronble you to be wade low; 


p 
(3 


y: . 


i atverſimn © yt | 


of his love, grace, and cenderneſs, in che 
time of affliion than proſperity : as Go 

did nor at firſt chuſe you becauſe you 
were high, ſo he will not forſake you be® 
cauſe you arc low : men may look ſhit 
upon you,and alter their reſpeRs as your 
condition is altered: when Providence 
hath blaſted your eſtates, your Suramer 
friends may grow ftrarige; as fearing you 
may be troubleſome to them , but will 


8 Gcddoſo; No, no, [ will never leave 


thee nor forſake thee, Hetb. 13, 5. indeed if 
adyerſity and poyerty could bar you 
from acceſs ro God, ir were a [ad condi» 
1 2; but you may goto Gad as freely 
as ever, Hy God (ſaith the Church) will 
her me, Alicah, 7. Poor David, when 
ſiripr our of all earthly comforts, coutd 
yer encoarage bimſclf in the Lord his 
God, and why cannot you ? Suppoſe 
your husband or child had loſt all ar Sea, 
and {ould come to you in raggs; could 
you deny the relation ? or refuſe to en- 
tertain him ? if- you would not, much 
leſs will Gad : Why then are you (o' 
F troubled? though your condition be 
changed, yout fathers love and reipeRs - 
1 are nor changed. AE | 
4:5, Help. And whit 5f by the loſs of rut 
ard comforts, God " preſerve your Souls, 
"eps 4 
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g2 The Heart kept fremdeſponding 
from tbe ruining power of temptation; ſurl 
i hes, y1# have luttle cauſe to fink, 5our bearts, 
by ſuch ſad thowghts abou: them, Are not 
theſe carthly enjoyments, the things 
that make men ſhrink and warp in times 
of tryal ; for the love of theſe many bave 
forſaken Chriſt in ſuchan hour, attrh, 
19. 22, te went away {orrowful, for he 

| had great poſſeſſions ; and if this be 
Gods deſign ; what have I done in quar- 
relling with him about it, We ſee Mar- 
riners inaſtorm, can throw overboard 
rich Bayles of Silk, and preciovs things, 
to preſerve the veſſcl and their lives with 
Ic, and every one ſaith, they a prudent- 
ly ; we know *cis uſual for Souldiers in a 
C cy beſieged, to batter down or burt 
the faireſt buildings without the Walls 10 
whichthe enemy may ſkelter in the fiege, 
and no man doubts but *cis wiſely dere 
ſuch as have gangrencd legs or arms, 
can willingly ttretch them out co be cu 
oft, and not only thank, but pay the 
Chyrurgicn for his pains ; and mult God 
only be repined ar? for caſting oyer what 
would fink you in a ſtore ?. for pulling 
downthae which would advantage yoult 
enemy in the fiege of temptation fol 
cutting off what 'would endanger your. 
everlaſting lite > - O- iaconfiderate; ing} S 
| | A gratc un 8+ 
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in time of adverſity. 
grateſul man ! arc not thele things for 
| whichctiou grieycft, che very thingsthat 
"| havcruined thouſands of fou's > Well, 
what Chriſt doth in this, thou kaowelt 


$ | 
| ootnow; but hereafter thou wayeſt, 
e 6. Help, It would much ſtay the heart 


z & under adverſity, to conſider, 7 hit God by 
= ſ#cb bambling providences, may bs accom= 


© pliſug that for which you have iog prayed, 
ed ard naitcd: And ſhouid you be troubied 
|| acthat: ſay Chriſtian, balt thou not ma- 


gf 7 prayers depending before God upon 
ſuch accounts as theſe ; that he would 
{| Kccpthce from fin; diſcoyer to thee the 

cmptineſs and inſufficiency of the Crea- 

ture? chat he would kill and mo-tihe 

thy luſts, that thy heart may never find 

reſt 1a any enjoyment bur Chriſt > why 

now, by (uch humbling and impovye- 

riſhing ſtrokes, God may be fulfilling chy 

d:fire : Wouldſtthou be kept from lin ? 

lo, be kath h:dged up thy way wth thorns * 

Wouldſt thou (ce the Creatures vaicy, : 

ray aff Rion is a fa'r gla(s ro di(cover it}, 
fokthe vaniry of the creature is never fo 

eftcQually and ſenſibly diſcovered, as in, 

our Own experience of it: wouldſt chon . 
have thy corruptions mortificd ? this is 
} the way: Now God takes away the food. 
J apdi:wcl that maintained them 3 for 3 
#2.  E3 © prolpes 


94 The Heart kept from deſpending, 
proſperity begat,and fed them, ſo adver- 
ficy, whea ſanCificd, is a means to kill 
them. WouldR thou have thy 'heart to 
reſt no where but in the boſon) of God ? 
What b:tier way canſtthou imagine pro- 
vidence ſhoaid take' to accompliſh thy 
defire, than by pulling from under thy 
head, that ſoft pillow of creature-delights 
on which thou'reftedſt before ? and ' yet 
thou frer at this, pecviſh child, how doſt 
thou exerciſe thy Fathers patience ! if tc 
dclay to anſwer thy Prayers, thou arc 
ready to lay he regards thee not ; it be 
do thar which really anſwers the ſcope 
and main end of them, bur nor 12 the 
way thou expetedſt, thou quarrelledſt 
with him for that; as if inſtead of an- 
ſwcring, he were croſſing all thy hopes 
and aims : is this ingenious > 1s ic not 
enough that God is ſo gracious to do 
whatthou defireſt, but thou muſt be ſo 
Impudent tocxp-& he ſhould do it inthe 
way which thou preſcribct ? TM 
7. Help, Again it.may (tay thy heagr, 
if thou connfidec ; That in theſe troubles, 
God i; about that work, which 'if thew dif 
fee the defign of, thy Siul world reogee, 


We poor ctcatures' are 'bemiſted wah | -+ 
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much ignorance, and are not able ta dif- 


+ now particular P.oyidences work”; 
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721 time of aaluerſitye. | 
towards Gods cnd ; and therefore lie 
Iſrad in the Wilderneſs, arc oftcn mut- 
muring becauſe Providence leads us a» 
bout 1n a bowling deſart, where we are 
expolcd to raits ; though yet, then he 
Icd them, and is now leading us, 6ythe 
right nay, toa City of hebitations: if you 
could but fee how God in his ſecret 
Counſel hath cxa&ly laid the whole 


| plot and defign of thy Salvation 3 even to 


theſma'leſt means and circumRances,this 
way, and by thcſc means ; {uvch a one 
ſhall be ſaved, and by no other; ſuch a 
number of affliftions I appoint for this 
man, at this time, and in this order; they 
ſhall befall him, thus, and thus they 
ſhall work for him; conld you I ſay, but 
diſcern the admirable harmony of divine 
diſpenſations, their mutual relations co 
cach other ; together with the general. 
ceſpe and influence they all haye into' 
the laſt end ; of all 'the conditions in the 
World, you would chuſe that you ate 
nowin; had you liberty ro make your 
own choice, Pcovidence 1s like a curi- 
ous piece of Arras, made up of a thou-' 
ſand ſhreds: which fingle we know not 


what to make of, bur put together and 
F ftirchr up orderly, they repreſent a beau: - 


tiful lyſtory ro the 6yc: as God works 
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6 'The Heart kept from deſpondency, 
all things according to the Counſel of his 
own will, So that counfel of God hath 
ordained this, as the beſt way to bring 
abaut thy Salvation : ſuch a one hath a 
proud heart, ſo many humbling Pcovi- 
dences I appoint for him, ſuch a ore an 
earthly heart; ſo many impoveriſking 
providences for him: Did you but ſee 
this, I need {ay no more to fupporc the 
moſt dejected hearr, 

8, Help. Farther, it would much con- 
duce tothe ſcrlement of your hearts to. 
conſiler, that by fretting and diſcontent you 
do y nr ſelves more injwry than a'l the ,ffli- 
ions you lye nnder could do ; Your own 
diſcontent is that which arms your trcy- 
 bles with a ſting,% is you that make ycur 
burthen heavy, by ſtrugling under it : 
could you but lye quies under the hand 
of God, your condition would be muci 
eaficr and (weetgr than it is': impatiens 
efgrotus crudelem fac.s Midicum. This 
makes God lay on more ſtrokes, asa Fa- 
ther will upon a ſtubborn child that re- 
'Ccives not correRton. - 

4. Bcſides, it unfirs the Scul topray over 
its troubles ; or rake in the (enle of that; 


good which God intends by chem : afHi-Þ: 


Qion is a pill, which being wrapt . up (in 
paticnce, and quicrſpbmiſfion, maybey - 
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| in times of Adverſity. 37 


eaſily (wallowed ; but diſcontent chews 
the pill, and fo imbiucers the ſoul : Ged 
throws away ſome cmfort which he 
ſaw would hurt you, and you willthrow 
away your peace after it ; he ſhoots an 
arrow Which Qicks in your cloatks, and 


was never intended to hurt, but only 10 


£1ight you from Gn: and you will thruſt 
ic onward to tte piercing of your very 
h: arts, by diſpondency and diſcontent. 

9. Help. Liſtiy, if all this will not dO, 
bur thy heart (like Actel) fiiilrefuſes to 
be comforted or quieted, then corf{tder 
cne thing more ; which if ſcr1ouily pon= 
dared, will doubtleſs do the work; and 
that 15 this : Compare the condition theu art 
n win( and art ſomuch diſſatisfied with)with 
that condition others are, and thyſelf drſer- 
veſt ro b: in: Others are roaring in flam 9 
Lowling undcr the ſcourge of vengeance, 
ard amongſt them I deſerve to be, O 
wy Scul! :s this kell > is my cor dition 
as bad as the damned? O. what would 
thouſands now in Hell, give to change 
conditions with meFit isa famous ins 
ſtance which D. or T ayer gives us of the 


Duke of Conde, | have read 
-- {faith he)chac wheo the Duke 277 **: 
| of Conde had entred vyolunta- 
n 5 into the incommodiricsof a religious 
hog PORT 


emp.p-310 


58 How to ſupport the Heart 

povyctty, he was oneday cſpycd and ple 
rycd by a Lord of /:a/y, whoour of ten= 
derneſs, wiſhed him to be more catclul 
and nucritiyeof his perſon : the good 
Dake anſwered, Sir, be not troubled ; 
2nd think not that I am 111 provided of 
conveniences:for I ſend an Harbinger be- 
fore me, who makes ready my ledginge, 
and takes care chat I be royally eatcrtain- 
ed. The Lord asked him, Who was his 
Harbinger ? He aniwered , The knowled g 
of my jelf, aid the conſideration of what 


1 deſerve tor my fins, which is cternal 
termecnts ; and when with this knowledg 
I arrive at my lodging, how unprovided 
focver I find it; mcthinks it is ever bet» 
ter than I deferve, -#hy d:th the living 
wx conplein?. and thus the heart may 
b: kept from deſponding or repimng une 
der adverfity, LED 
3. Seaſox, The third Seaſon calling 
* for more than ordinaty diligence to 
<« keep the hears, 1s the time of Sions 
* tronble: when the Caurch, like the ſhip 
* in which Chriſt and his Diſciples were, 
© 1s opprefſed and ready ro periſh in the 
© waves of p:r(ecution, then good Souls: 
& arercady tofink and be (hipwrackt too. .: 
* upon the billows of their own fear: ] 
*confcls m ſt men ra:her-nced he-Jpury ” 
| | {| :Q-. 
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| wived ber they are even overweighed with 


under Sions troubles, 539 
&© than the reyns in this caſe; and yet 
& {ome fit down as over weighed with 
« the ſenſe ofthe Churches tronbles z the 
&* loſs of the Ark coſt old' El: his lite, 
*the ſad poſture Feruſalew lay in, made 
Ef 900d Nehewiahs countenance change in 
©themidſt of all the pleaſures and accom- 
© modations of the Courr, Neb. 2. 3. ah 
6 his goes cloſe ro honeſt heatis- 

** But though God allow, yea, com- 
* man: rhe moſt awakened apprechen- 
* fions of theſe calamites, and in {uci 
'© a day call to monrning, weeping ang £17d- 
(© ing with ſachclotb, 1,22.12, and levercly 
* threatens the infenſible, Ames 6- 1.9 
© jt will not pleaſe him to ſce vou fic 
* like penſive E 5j4h under the Jun'per 
© trecy 1 Kirgs 19, 4. Ab Lord God ! tis 
© enough t ike away my life alſo; NO, 
© mourners in Siow you mays and ought 
"robe, bur ſelf-rormenrors you mult 
"*not be : complain to God you may, 
* bur ro complain of God (though bur 
© by an unſuitable carriage and the Jan= 
© euzge of your ations} you, muſt 
BY OTE bo | ways 
3. Caſe. The third Caſe that comes 
next to be ſpokento js this, How publick 
andtender hearts may be relieved and ſwp- 


the 
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the burdenſome ſenſe of Stons troubles ? ©] 
« orant, 1t1S hard tor him that prefer- 
«reth Sion to his chick joy, to keep 
« his heart that ic fivk not below the 
<« due (caſe of its troubles ; and yet this 
* ought and may be done by the uſe 
« of \uch heart-cſtab:iſhing dire&ions as 
E theſe. 

1. Dire. Settle this great truth in your 
hearts, tht no troub.e befails Sion, but by 
the permiſſion if Sions God ; and he permits 
mothing out of wh ch ke will not bring much 
goed ar laft to bis people, 
| Fhereisas truly a principle of q1e'neſs 
inthe permittings as 1n the commanding 
will of God. Sreu in David,a Sams. 
10.Let him alene,it may be God hath bidden 
Gim: and in Chr it Joh. 19.11 .,Thes cenldſt 
hive no pocer againſt me except it weve g6- 
wen thiefrom ab ve, it ſhould much calm 
our {pirics, that ic 1s the will of God to 
ſuffer it ; and had not be ſuft:red it, it 
could never have been as it 1s. 

This very conſt icration quieted ob, 
EliyDavid,and Hezehkiabythar the Lorddid 
it, Was enough to them: and why ſhould 
It not be ſo tous? if the Lord will have 
Sion plowed as a field, and her goodly 
ſtones lye in the duſt ; it ic be his as I 
that Amscbrift ſhall rage yet longer, und * 
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Fear out the Saints of the moſt high.: if 
| ir be his will, that a day of trouble and 
| | of creading down, and of perplexity by 
| the Lord God of Hoſts ſhall be upon the 
| Valley of Vilion, that the wicked ſhall 
| devour the manthat is more righteous 
| chanhe, what'are we that weſhould con- 
eſt with God? fir it is, that we ſhould 
' | bereſigned up to that will whence we 
| proceeded ; and he that made us ſhould 
diſpoſe of us as he pleaſeth : he may da 
what ſcemeth him goodwithout cur con- 
ſent 2 doth poor man and upen equal 
ground, that he ſhould capitulate with 
his Creator, or that God ſhould render 
him an account c& jany cf his matters > 
it's every way as ſcalonab'e we be cone 
tent however God diſpoſe of us, as.cthat ' 
we be obedicnt to whatſoever he com» _.- 
mands us. L 
Bur ther, if we purſue this argument 
farther, by ccnſidering that Gods pere 
miſſions doall meer. at laſt in the real "acl 
good of his people, this will much more of 
quiet our (piriess Do the enemies .catry + ** } 
away the- good Figs, even the beſt av *: 
mong the pcople into Caprtiv-ty ; this 
| looks like a fad providence : but yet; 
Godlends them thithee for their gocd, = 
doth God take the {fries = "a of 
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63 How to ſupport the Htarr, 
Raft inhis hand to beat his people with F 
thoſe blows are ſmarr, and make them 
cry 3 bur the end of his ſo doing 1s, that he 
24y accompliſh bis whole work upon Momnt 
S401, (a+ 10. 12, It God can bring much 
good out of the worſt, and greateſt evil 
of fin; much more out of temporal affii- 
Rions, and it is as evidentthat he will, as 
thathe can do lo. For 1t is inconfiſtent 
with the Wiſdom of a common Agent; 
co permit any thing (which be might 
Prevent if he pleaſed) ro croſs his great 
deſign and end ; and can it be imagined 
that che moſt wiſeGod ſhould do fo. 

Well then, as Lather told Melanithon, 
deſinat Philippns eſſe reftor mund: : (o ſay 
TI :o you,lec infinice wi{dome, power and 
love alone ; for by theſe all Creatures are 
ſwayed, and ations gaided; in reference 
_ tothe Church, Its none of our-work to 
rule the World, but ro {ubmit to him 
' tha: doth, n0n c4co wpets wolwuntur rote, 
the motions of Pcovidence are all judi- 
clous, the Wheels are full of eyes ; it is | 
enough that the affairs of Sion are in a 
good hand. : 

2. Direft. Ponderthis heart-ſupp rts 
ing tra: h, in reference to Sions trouble. } 
That how many troubles Ic veper are upon her;. 3 
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under S10ns troubles, 63 
What? Hath the Lord fosſaken his 
n# Churches? hath he ſold them into the 
T enemics hand ? doth he not regard what 
i cvil bcfalls them > char our hearts fink ar 
hB chis rate? 1s 1t not too ſhameful. an un- 
18 dervaluingof che great God > and too 
i much magnifying of pour impotent man 
$8 ro fear and tremble at Creatares, whilcſt 
t Godis in the midſt of us? The Churches 
"encmies ate many anJ mighty, let that 
tf be granted; yer that Argument with 
t BY which Ca'eb and Joſhna firove to ra'fe 
{ their own hearts, is of as much force now 

as it waSthen : The Lord is with ns, fear 
g thews not, Numb. 14, 9, The Hiftorian cells. 
7 us, that when Antigens over-beard his 
| 8 fouldicrs reckoning how maiiy their enc- 
» | mics were, and fo diſcouraging one a- 
> | nother ; he ſ{uddenly ſteps in, among 
| | them with this Queſtion, awd bow many 
| (ſaid he) do you reckon me fer ? di{coura- 
}ed ſouls? How many do you reckon 
the Lord for ? is he not an overmatch 
| | forall his enemic-? 1s nor one Almighty 
 & morethanmany migbtics ? duth his pre-, 
ſence ſtand for nthing with us.? JF. * 
God be for u;,who can be againſt a1? Rom. 
8. 31. Wha: chink you w2s the reaſon of 
thac:greac Exploration G:d. ov. made in 
Fudge 6H queſtions, ver. 12, 13, he; 
ET =" 0 defies 
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mate the happineſs of che 'Caurch. 


deſires afign, v- 17. and after that anos 
ther vcr. 36. and wha: was the ead of all 
this > but that be might be ſure the Lord 
was with him, and that he might but 
write this Motto upon his Enſign. The 
Sword of the Lord, and of Gidron. Sothen 
if you can be well aſſured, the Lord is 
wich his people, you will ge: cheteby as» 
boye all your diſcouragem:nts; and that 
he 1s ſo, you need not ( with him) des 
ſire a (ign from Heaven, loz you have |} 
a {1 n before you, even their marvellous || 
preſervation amidlt all cheir enemics. It F | 
God bz not with his p:ople, how is it |, 
they are not ſwallowed upquick ? Do ; 
their enemies Want malice, power, or fl ©, 
opportunity f nog bur there 15 an invi- |} | 
ſible hand upon them. Well then, asit ÞÞ ; 

C 

n 


1s Exod. 33. 14. Let bis preſence giye us 
reſt; and though the mouarains be hurled 
inco the Sea, though Heaven and Earth || ; 
minele together ; fear nor, God is in the || 
midſt of her ; ſhe ſhall notbe mved. F+ 

3. Dirct. Ponder the great advint get f 1; 
4 tending the People of God in an offificd of 1 
condition, If a low and an :Mied ltate in / 
the World be really belt for the Church; 
then your dejeQions are not only irrarte? 
onal, bur uograteful : indeed, if ye; efti>: 
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worldly caſe, ſplendor and -profperny 
then ſuch times will ſeem bad for it; biir 
it you reckon its glory ro confiſtin.ts 
humiliry; faith, patience, and heayenl 
mindedirieſs, no conditionin the Wiir 
abounds with adyantagesfor theſe as alt 
afflited condicion doth; Jt-was not Pere 
ſecutions and priſon$,bur worldlineſs and 
wantonneſs that was the- poiſon of the 
Church ; nei.her was it che earthly glory. 
of its Profeſſors,pout the blo'id of its ſays 
tyys that was the (ced of the Churchs The 
power of godlineſsdid nevet thrive betror 
than inaff Fron, ind never ran lower than 
in times of-greateſt proſperity ; when we 
are left a proy and an affiified prople, then we 
learn to trnſt in the Nam" of 'the | Lord; 
Zeph. 3,15. Whacſay ye $15? Is it-inv 
ceed [or the Saints adyantapge to'be- weas 
ned from'the loves and 'delighrs of en(na- 


ring wopldlF vanitics ? '/ to be Quickned 


and prjckr forward wich more haſt co 
Heaven, tohave cleareft diſcoveries of 


F their own hearts, to be'taughte wo'pray 
F tnore fervently, frequently;fpirimatly, ro 
for the reſtro come, more - 
4 zrdencly ?if this be for their advanrage, 
Yexperience teacheth vs,tha no condition 


look and lo 


is ofrdinatily bleſt with ſuch fruits af 
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« And 1s it well done then to, repine and 
droep becauſe your farher .conſults more 
the advamage of your ſouls, than the 
pleaſing of your humours? becauſe he 
will bring you a nearcr Way to Heaven 
than you arc willing to go ? Is this a due 
requital of his::love, who 1s plcaſled fo 
much to concern himſclt- in your wel- 
fare > which is more than he wiil do for 
thouſands 10 the World, upon whom 
he will not laya Rod, or ſpend an affi- 
Rion for their good, Hoſ.4. 17-ath.15, 
x4. But alas!We judg by {enſe,and reck- 
on things goed or evil,according to what 
we for thc preſent can taſte and feei in 
them. | 
::4- Dire. Takg heed that yu overlook, 
wotthe many precoons mercies nbich the pec- 
ple of God enjoy amgdſt all their trouble. 
-- *Tis pity that our tears upon the ac 
count of our croubles, ſhould ſo blear 
and blind our- eyes, that we ſhould not 
{ec our mercies and grounds of comfort. 
I wil notinfiſt upon the mercy of ha- 
ving your lives given you for a prey, nor 
yet upon the many outward comforts , 
temporal conveniences,andaccommoda- 
LonS, Which you enjoy evenabove what 
Chriſt and; his-precious ſervants,ofwhom 
the world was not worthy ,eycrhad. a | 
KF) - Bur 
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But what ſay you co pardon of ſin? ini 
tercft in Chrid ? the Covenant of Pro« 
miſes? and an eternity of happineſs in 
cthepreſence of God atter a few dayes are, 
oycr ? Othat cver a people inticled tb 
ſuch mercies as thele, foutd droop under 
any temporal affi.tion, or be ſo much 
concerned for the frowns of men, "and 
loſs of triflles ! You have not the {miles 
of great men, bur you have the favour. 
of the great God : You are it may 'be 
caſt back jn your cſtares, butrhereby far= *: 
thered in ſpiricuals. You cannor live fo 
bravely, plentifully, and eaſily as before, 
bur ſtill you may live as holy and hea- 
venly as ever. Will you then grieve fo 
much for theſe circamſtantials, as to for- 
get your ſ#:ftantials ? ſhall light troubles 
make you fcrget weighty mercies? Re- 
member the Churches true Riches are 
laid outof thereach of all irs encenics : 
they nfay make you poor but nor miſe- 
rable. What though God do nor di- 
tinguiſh in his outward diſpenſations 
betwixt his own and others; yea, what 
though his Judgments ſingle out the beſt, 
and ſpare the worſt? that though an' Abes 


-be killed in loye; and. a Cai» furvive if 


harged, a bloody Dimſns dye in his bed, 
nd 2 good Joſh fall in Battel? What 
En LR 


7 


68 Howto ſupport the Heart 


*or Le ety Greens, * pap 7, —_ EP Pon nf Hat Poos Wl co nh es ns a one Bt 
" —_ 7 oy . * *- wo ? - _ bh. 
246, " boy, att e's. + AG 4 bbs 
me . 


though the belley of the wicked be filled 
w th hid Treaſures, and the recth of the 
Saints broken with Gravel-ſtones, yet 


© ſtill here 1s much marter of praiſe ; for e- 


leing love hath diſtinguiſhed, though 
common Providence did nor,and whileſt 
proſperity and impunity ſlay the wick- 
ed,cycn {laying and adyetlity (hall bene- 
fit and ſave the righteous. 

5. Dirc&, Believe, that bow low ſoever 
the Church be plunged under the water s of 
adverſity, it ſhall aſſuredly riſe again, Fear 
nor, for as ſure as Chriſt aroſe the third 
day,nortwithſtanding the Seal and Watch 
that was upon him ; ſo ſure the Church 
ſhall ariſe out of all her croubles, and 
lift up irs victorious head above all its ce» 
nemies : there's no fear of ruining that 
people that thrive by their loſſes ; and 
multiply by being diminiſhed, O be nor 
t09 Quick ro bury the Church before ſhe 
be dead ! ſtay till Chriſt hath rrycd his 
$k11l bzfore you give it up for loſt ; the 
B-1ſh may be all in a flame, bur ſhall ne- 
yer be conſumed, and char becauſe of the 
Roe will of him that dwelleth in rhe 
Bulk. | 

6. DireQ?. Record the famons inflances of 
Gods Care and terderncſs over his prople th 
former ftraits, Chriſt harh-ngr ſuffered 

| IT 


wander Sions troubles, 


ic to be devoured yer s for above theſe 
1600 years the Chriſtian Church hart 
lived in affliction, and yer it is not con- 
\umed : many a wave of perſecution hath 
gone Over it,and yet it is not drowned 3 
many defigns to ruine ir, and hitherto 
noae hath proſpered : this is not the 
fict time that Hawars and Achitophels 


| have plotted its ruine 3 that an He 
fl 


hath ſtretcht out his hand to vex it. 
it hath been preſerved frem, (upported 
under, or delivered out of all its trou- 
bles: and is it not as dear to God\as 
eycr? isnot he as able to ſave itnowas 
formerly ? chough we know not whence 
deliverance ſhould ariſe, ' Ts the Lord 
knoweth hax to deliver the godly ont of temp- 
tations, 2 Pet. 2: 9. 

7. Direft, If you can fetch no comforc 
from any of the former Arguments, then 
10 the laſt place, ry whether yow camor 
draw ſume comfort ont of your very trouble, 
Surely this trouble of yours is a good are 
gument of your integrity z union. is the - 
ground of ſympathy, it ycu had 


ſome rich adventure in that ſhip, you 
would not tremble as you do when it 1s 

in danger : beſides, this frame of ſpiric 
mayaftord you this atgumenr,thar if you 
be ſo ſcnkible of the Churches troubles 
.* EY Jeſas 
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was kept ina good frame, Pſal, LD 


* 


to keep the heart from {tars, 
Jeſus Cariſt is much more ſenſible of, and 
follicitous about it than youcen be; and. 
bewill caſt an eye otfavour upon them 
thac mourn for i, 1ſa, 57.18. 
4- Seaſim,* The Fuucih ſpecial Seaſon 
© for exp:cſſing our utmolt diligence in 
© keeping our hearts is the time of dans 
* oper and publick diſtraftion : 1n ſuch 
& tines the beſt hearts are but too apt to 
© be (urpriſed by laviſh fear y it 1s not 
© eafic to ſecure the beart -againſt 4iſira- 
* Zion in times of common deſ{r#ftion ; 
© if Syria be confederate with Ephraim, 
* how do the hearts of the houſe of Das» 
&© id ſhake,cycn as the trees of the wood 
* which are ſhaken with the wind, 1/a. 7, 
<& 2. whcn there are ominovs ſigns in the 
*heavcns, on the earth diſtreſs of Na- 
* tions, with perplexity ; the Sca and 
** waves roaring, then the hearts cf men 
& fail for fear,and for looking afr-r thoſe 
*chings which are comming 0n the car h 
* Lake 21.25. 26. cven aPaul himfclf 
"may ſometimes complain of fightings 
* within; when there are ſears without, 


: 4 2 Cor. To Jo 


Bur my Brcthten, theſe things ought 
not ro beſo ; Saints ſhould be cf a more 
raiſed Spirit: ſo was David when his heart 


c 


in times of common diftratHon, 7 OR 


The Lord is my light and. my Salvation ». 
whom ſhall 1 fear ? the Lird is. 1he ſtrength 
of my life, of whom ſhall 1 be afraid? let. 
none but the ſervan:s of fs be the ſlaves 
of fear, let thera that have delighted in: 
evil,fcar cyil, impins tanturs ment, quan= 
txyz nocuet, O let not that which God 
hath chreatned as a Judgment upon the 
wicked, cycr (ciz- vuponthe breaſts of the 
righteous ; I will ſend (faith God) faimt- 
neſs intotherr bearis in the land of the'y ent» 
mils, aud the ſound of a ſhaking leaf fhalf 
chaſe them, Ley. 26. 36. O what poor 
ſpirited men were theſe, rofly at a ſha» 
king leaf | which makesa pleaſant, and. 
not a terrible noiſe, and is in it ſelf a 
kind of natural mulick ; butto a guilty 
Conſcience, the whiſtling leaves are 
Drums and Trumpets : bt God hath not 
£ivex xs the ſpirit of fear, but of Ive, and of 
4 ſound mind, 2 Tim: 1.7.A ſound mind 
as it {tands there in oppoſition to the ſpi- 
rit of fears is an unwounded Conſcience, 
not infirm'd by guilt : and this ſhould 
makea man as bold asa Lyon. I know 
It cannot be ſaid of a Saint, what God 
[pake of Leviathen,that he is made with= 
out fear : there is a natural fear in every 
man, andit's aSimpoſhible to be wholly 
put off, as the bgdy ir ſell is: 'i55 4 ger- 
6 F + tn; b.e 


92 ow to keep the heart from fears, 
14rbation ofthe 'mind, riſing from the ap- 
prebenſion of approaching :danger ; and as 
long as dangcrs can approach u5,we ſhall. 
find lome perturbations within us. * Tis 
not my purpoſe ro commend to you a 
Stoical aps:hy,- nor yet to take you i 
from \uch a degree of Cautional pre- 
ycntive fear as may fit you for troubles, 
and bc ſcrviceable ro your ſouls, There 
Is a provident fear that opens our cyes 
to foreſee danger and quickers to a 
prudent and lawtul uſe ot means to pre- 
vent it ; Such was Jacobs fear, Gen.32.7, 

,, 10, &c, but it is the fear of diffidence. 

perſwade you to keep your hearts 
from that Tyrannical paſſion which in- 
vades the heart in times of darger, di- 
ſtratts, weakens, and unfits the heart for 
dity,drives men upon unlawful means, 
and brings a ſnare withir, Well then, 
the fourth Caſe will be this, 

 4,Caſe, *© How a Chriſtian may keep his 
<« heart from ' diſlrafting and tormenting 
& fears in times of great and threatuing dan- 
hs {> he ek, 

Now there are fourteen excellen:Rules 
or helps for the keeping of the heart trom 
finful fearwhen eminent dangers threaten 


us :and the fiiſtis this, | 
+ .. Rule. Look pon al, the Creatures as! 


>. 
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In times of common difirattion. 93 I 


inthe hand of God, who manage: then in all 
their motion: ; limuting)y reſtr unmg,and de 
termining them all at his pleaſure. 

Get this great truth well tetled by faith 
in your hearts it will marveliouſlyguard 


them againſt {laviſh fears,the 1. of Ezek, 


contains an admirable ſcheam Or dranghbt 
of Povidence ; there you may ce the li- 
vinvg Creatures who move the whecls, 
viz, the great affairs and furnings of 
things berebelow, coming unto Ctrifſt, 
who {its upOn the Throne to receive new 
ordcrs and 10ſt: uctions from him,ver.24, 
25, 26, and in Rev, 6. yourcad of whire, 
black, and red Hcries, which are nothing 
clſe but the inſtruments wlich God em- 
ploycs in executing his Judgments 10 the 
World, as Wars, Pcſtilerce and Death 
b.;t when theſe Horſes are prarfing and 
trampling up and dowa the World ; here- 
is that may quict cur hearts, that Gods* 
hath the Reins in his hand, Wicked men 
are ſometimes like mad Horſes, they 
would ſtamprthe people of God under: 
their feer, bur that the bridle of Proyis= 


. dence 1s intheir lips, Job. 19. 11,12, A 


Lion ac liberty is terrible to meer, .but 
who is'8fraid of the Lion in the Keepers: 


hand. 


« 2 Rule, Remember the: this God in 


[ whoſe 
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whoſe hind all the Creatwres are, is your Fa- 
ther, and is much more tender over youthan 
you are or 02x b: 5ver your ſelves : He that 
toucbeth you, toucheth the apple of mune eye, 
Zech. 2. 8, Lec mcask che moſt time- 
rois woman, whether there be not a vaſt 
difference becw:xt the ſight of a drawn 
ſword in the hand of a bloody Rufhan, 
and the ſame {word in the hand of her 
own tender Hus>:znd ? as preat a difhe- 
rence there 15 14 looking 11pont Creatures 
by an eye of ſe:1fe, and looking on thena 
asinche hand of your God by an eye of, 
Faith ; that is a {weer Scrip:ure to this 
purpoſe, Iſa. E&4+-5. Thy Acker is thine 
Haiband, the Lord of Hiſt is His Name ; 
He 1s Lord of all the Hoſts of Creatures 
in the World : who would be afraid ro 

paſs through an Army, though all the 
Souldiers ſhould turn their Swords and 
Guns towards him , it the General of 
that Army were his friend or Father? [ 
have mct with an excellenr Story of a 
religious young man, who bzing at Sca 
with may other Paſſengers in a great 
ſtorm, and they. being halt dead with 
fear, he only was obſerved to be very 
chearful, as if he had becn bur licle 
concerned in that danger ; one of them 
demanding a reaſon of his chearfu] ſs, 
p, 
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Obgfaid he, "ti; b:cauſe the Piler of the ſhip 
55 wy father. Confider Chriſt, firſt as the 
King and Supream Lord over the Provi- 
dential Kingdome, and then as your 
Head, Husbard and: Friend, and thou 
wilt quickly ſay, Return nnto thy reſt O 
my. Soul, This truth will rake you ccale 
mrembling, and fall a ſinging in the 
midſt of dangers, P/-lm 47. 7. Te Lord 
11 King of all the earth, fing ye praiſe nub 
anderſtanding, or as the Hebrew word is, 
every oze that bath underſtanding, Viz, of 
this heart reviving and cliablithing Dos» 
Arineot the Cominton cf our Father 0+» 
verall the Creatures | 

3. Rule, Urge #pon your hearty the ex- 
;reſs prokibitcons of Chriſt 1n this Caſe ;, and 
let your hearts ſlard in awe of the violations 
of them, | 

He hath charged you not tofear, Luke 
21, 9. When yeſha'l bear of Wars aud 6:m8- 
motions, ſee that ye be net terrified, And 
Phil. 1. 28. In nothing be terrified by your 
adver ſaries : yea in Maith. 10: 26,28, 31s 
and within the compaſs of fix verles, our 
Saviour commands us thrice, not to feay 
wean Dath cycry big -word of proud 
duſt and aſhes make thee afraid ? doch 
the voice of a man. make thee trewble 2 
ant ſhall nor rhe yoiceof God 24If thou 
\ : alt 
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art of ſuch a fearfal and cimerous (pirir, 
how is itthat thou feareſt not co diſobey 
the flat commands of ]clus Chriſt > Me» 
thinks the ceramand of Chriſt ſhould 
have as much power to calm,as che yoice 
of A poor worm to teriity thy heart, ſa. 
51.12, 13.1, even 1 am he that comfurt- 
«th jou, *ho art thou that thou ſhon!d-ft le 
afraid of 4 man that ſhall dje > and of the 
Sor: of man tha: (hal; be made as the preſs, 
* and forgettef# thr” Lord thy miker > We 
cannot tear Creatures fantully, till we 
havc forgotten Gcd ;z; did we remember 
what he is, and waat he hath ſaid, we 
ſhould not be of (ſuch feeble (pirirs : bring 
thy heart then ro this D:lewma 10 times 
ot danger ; ItIlec into my heart the {1:- 
viſh fear of man, 1 mult ler out the re 
verential awe and fear of God : anddare 
IT caſt off the fear of the Almighty 
for the frowns ofa man ? ſhall I litc up 
proud duſt above the great God? ſhall 1 
run upon a certain f1n, toſhun a preba- 
ble danger? Obh keep thy heart by that 
conhiJeration- 

4. Rule. Remember hoax much ne:dleſs 
#r0:ble yer vain fears have briught upon 
Jeu formerly, and how you bave diſquirted 
your ſelves tono perpoſe. __ 

' faq 5le 13. Andiaſt feared ennjugrer> 


ly bicanſe of the oppreſſor, as if he were yeady 
to devour, and nhere 1s the fury of 1be Op- 
preſſor > He feem'd ready to deyour, buc 
yer you are nut deyoured ; I haye nor 
brought upon you thething that ye fear- 
ed 3 You have waſted your ſpirits, diſor- 
dered your Souls , and weakned your 
hands, and all thisxo' no purpoſe. You 
might have all this while enjoyed your 
peace, and poſſeſſed your {ſouls in pa- 
ticnce. And here I cannor bue obſerve a 
yery deep policy otSatan managing ade- 
ſign againſt the Soul by theſe vain fears: 
I call them yain inregard of the. fruſtra- 
tion of them by Providence, but certain- 
ly they arc not 1n yain as to the endSatan 
aims at in raiſingthem,for herein he a&s 
as Souldiers uſc todo in the Stege ofa 
Garriſon, who on purpoſe to:.,weat out 
the beſieged by c onftant watchings, and 
thereby unfic-rthem ta make ;reliſtance 
when they Rormir in carneſt, dp; every 
night give them falſe Allarms,, which 
though they come to nothing,yer do 'ng- 
ably (erve this further deſign-of the cne-" 
_ my. O when will you bewate of; Satans 
"QEVICES» af : Urs ant te 
5, Rule; Cynfder ſolemnly, 7b 
thowghthe things you fear' ſhould really, fail 
| out, yet: there 35 more evil jn Jonr own fear 
"hav in the thing ferred. And 
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-ctyed out, and werc fore afraid till-they 
: put foot into che water, and then a pal- 
ſage was opened through thoſe waters 
- which they chought would have drown« 


And that not only asthe leaſt evil of 
fin, is wotle than che greateſt evil of 
ſuffering ; but as this ſintulfear hath re- 
ally more torment and tronble in it than 
is in that condition you are (o much. a- 
fraid of, fear 15 both a' multiplying and a 
tormenting paſſion ; ic repreſents trou- 
bles much greater than they arc, and (6 
rortures and wracks the Sou! much worſe 
than when che ſuffering it ſelf comes, 
Soir was with /ſreel at the red Sca, they 


ed them. | Thus it is with us, we look- 
ing through the glaſs of a carnal fear, up- 
on the waters of trouble; the iwellings 
of Fords, cry out; Oh they are unfoot- 
dable! we-muſt needs periſh in chem: 
but when we come into the mid(t of 
thoſe Floods indeed, we find the Promiſe 
made good, Gel wil. make a way 10 eſcape, 
xz Cor. 10.13.Thus it was with bleſled, Bik 
wt», when he would make a tryal by put- 
ting his fingerto the Candler, and not a- 
ble ro endure thar, he cryed 'var, Wharf 
cannot 1 bear the burug of a finger 
how then ſha]l I be able to bear the burn-' 
ing of my whole body to motrow ? and 
: - yet 


in times of common diftrattion. 7p 


yer when that morrow came, he could 
o cheerfully into the flames with thar 
Scripune in his mouth, ſa, 43, 1, 2, 3. 
anſl Fear nor, for 1 bave redeemed thee , 1 bavg 
ill called thee by thy nawe, thes art mine ; when 
a thou paſſeſt through the waters, I xillbe with 
us thee, uben thou walkeſt tbrough the fire thei 
lo (hal ot be hwynt. | 
le 6. Rule. Conſult the many precious Pro- 
Sl miſes which are written for your [apport and 
vY comfort in all dangers. | 
cy Theſe are your refuges to which you 
if. may flyec and be ſafe ; when the arrows v1 
rl danger flye by night, ard defbruttion waſt ct 
nll atnex day. There arc particular Pro- 
K- miſcsſuitcd to particular Caſes and cxi- 
P- gencics, and there are general Promiles 
25 rcaching all Caſesaud Conditions : ſuch 
t- arctheſe Rom. 8.28, All things hall work 
_ rogether for goed, &'c. And Ecceſ.8, 12. 
of Though a ſinner do evil an bundred times ; 
ll andbis days be prolonged, yit it ſpall be 
ell well with them that fear the Lord, exc, Could 
il you but belive the Promiſes, your hearts 
ll ſou/dbeeftabliſbed, 2Chron,20.-29.Could 
you but plead chem wich God, as 7aceb 
did, Gen, 32. 12. T hou ſaidſs,1 will ſorely 
do thee good, fc, they wonld relicye you + 
io every diſtreſs, Bn 
Objct, Bu; that prowiſe nas. made pir- 
' forally 
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ſonally and by name to bing z ſo are not the ft 
ro We. | | \ ADK YL 
' Anſw, If Facobs God be your God! 
you have as good an intereſt in them ay 


e had, "The Church a chouſand yeary 
after char rranſation berwixc God and 
Faceb, applycd that which God ſpake to 
him, as 1f ic had been ſp ken ro tems 
ſelves, Hoſ.1 2. 1. He found bim in B:thel, 
ant there be ſpake with us, 

7. Rule. Ouict your rrembli vg hearts by 

-, Fecording and cmnſulting your paſt exprrica- 
| Ces of the care and farchfulneſs of Ged tn fors 

. wer diſtreſſes, af 

Tacſe cxperiences are food for your 
Faith in a wilderneſs condition, Pal. 74. 
4. By this David kept his heart 1n time 

of dangrr, 1'Sam. 17. 37+ and Pow his, 

2 Cor. 1, 10. It was (weetly anſwered by 

Salentiarins, when one told him, tharch's 

cacmics way-laid him to rake away*his 
life, S: Deus mei curam non habet, quid v1 -* 
v2 it God take no care of me, how have 
I1cſcaped hitherco ? you may plead' with 
Gnd old exp:riences to procure new } 
ones, for it is in pleading with God for? 
new d:liveranczs, as tt is in pleading for? 
new pardons, Now mark how" Moſer: 
pleads on that account with God, Nanmb. 

I4.19, Pardons [ beſerch thee the i L | 
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of this people, as thou haſt forgives thews 
TE oypt wntil now; le doth nor fay as 
men do, Lord this is thefirſt iaulc, thogt 
haſt not been troubled betote co ſign theic 
be. pardon : but Lord, betaule thou: haſt 

4 pardoned them ſo often ; I beleech thee 
"CY pardon them once again, So in new 
"ON ſtraits, Lord thou haſt often heard, 
Kr! helpt and ſaved, 1n former fears, there- 
1} fore now hclp again, for with thee there 
is plenteous redenaption, and thine arm 
JF is not ſhortened, | 
”"| * 8. Rule. Be well ſatisfied that you are is 
""' the way of your duty, and that will beget holy 

cograge in times of danger. 4 

'Y 7Tho will harm you, if youu be followers of 
| - that which is good ? 1 Per, 3. I3, Or, if 
© any dare attcmptit, you may boldly come 
* Þ mit your ſelves to Ggg1n well dowg t Per, 
Y Þ 4. 19. *' Twas this conſideration that Cas 
8 {cd Luther Spirit aboye all fear: Inthe 
3 Fcauſc of God (aid h:) Ieveram, an 
© Fever ſhall be tour ; herein I aft ime chis 
. I I icle,Cedo nul]i,a good cauſewill bear up 
/ $2 mans ſpirit bravely, Heat the faying 

Jof a Heathen to the ſhame' of' cowardly” 
Ti Chyiſtians : When the Exper ur Veſpaſian 
Bud commanded Fluidius Char. of WiG 
Pcifcug wot to come to the FR 58, 
Sevate, o if he did to ſpeak ©99eÞ- 3500 
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| notbing but what he would have biz, The 


Scnator returned this noble Anſwer : 

That 41 be was a Seuctor, it was fit be ſheuld 

.be at che Seuate ;, and if being th're he were 

requiredto give his advice, he w.nld ſpeak 
freely that which hit Conſcience commanded 
bins; the Emperoenr threatning , th:t they 
be ſhould dye, He anſwered, Did I ever 
tell you that I 148 imm:ria ? Do jou what 
you will, and 1 will do what T ought; it is in 
your poney to put we to death nujuſily, and 
iu we 10 dye conſtantly. 

Righteouſneſs 15 a Breaſt-plate, the 
Cauſc of God will pay all your expences, 
4:rthem tremble whom danger finds out 
of the way of duty. 

* 9.Rule. Get your Conſclences ſprinkled 
with the bloud of Chrift from all guilt, and 
that mill ſet your bearts nbove all fear, 

*Tis guilt upon the conſcience that ſof- 
tens and cowardizes our ſpirits: T be r:gh- 
LeOMs is boid as 4 Lyon, Prov. 23. 1, "Twas 
euiltin Caivs Conſcience that made him 
CY, ever) ove that meets we will ſlay me 5; 
Gen, 4+ 14, A guilty Conſcience is more 
terrified-with conceired dangers; than 24 
bore Conſcience is With [real ones., / 
gviity- {inner | carries a witneſs agat 
himſelt in his own boſom. *T'was' 


guil- 
ty Herod crycd out, Job Baj m—_ 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


5a times of common diftration, 85 © 


from the dead. Such a conſcience 1s the 
Devils Aovil,'oa which he iabricates all 
thoſe Swords and SPEars, with wh:ch the 
guilry (inner peirces and wounds him- I 
ſelf. Guilt 15 todanger, what fire is tg * 
Gun-powdcr ; a man nced nor fear to | 
walk among many barrcls-of powder, if 
he have no fire abour him, 
r0. Rule. Exerciſe holy truſt in times of 


| great diftreſss 
| 


Make it your bulineſs to truſt God 

with your lives and comforts, and then 

| . your hearts will be at ceft abour them. So 
did David, Pſ-l. 57.3-At bat time I ans 


' 4{raid 1 will truſt tn tbet, q- d Lord,if at % 1 
any timea ſtorm riſe, | wili make bold \F 


|| roſhelcer from ic under the Covert of 
| thy wings. Goto God by adts of faith 
 andrruſt, and nev:r donbe but he will 
ſecure you, Iſa, 62. 3- Ton wilt kgep bins 

in perfelt pence, whoſe mind is fhajed on 

thee, becauſe be eraſtth in thee ; God rakes 

it well whep thou cameſt.to him chus 3 
Father, my life, my liberty.or eſtate are 

hanted after, and I cannot ſecure them 2. 

O lee me leave them in chy, hand; «be 

poor lyaverh bimſ:lf with thee : and. doch 

his God fail him ? no, Thow art the helper 

of the faiberieſs, Pſaim. 10. 4. that-is , 

thou arc the helper of the de es” 

PE tu G 2 that 


_- 6 
£ 


ay ME 9 , . , 
"IS. 7 


, 6 _ AM... en af 1 A | ON. HS 


$4 How 10 keep the heart from fears 

that hath none ro goto but God, And 
cha: is % (weer Scripture, Pſalm, 112.7. 
He ſhall not be afraid of evil tydings, bis 
heart is fixed truſting in the Lord: he deth 
not (ay, his car ſhiii be priviledged from 
the report of cvil rydings,he may hear as 
ſad rydings as other men ; bur his heart 
ſhall be priviledged from the terrour of 
choſe rydings, bis beart « fixed, | 
. It. Rule. Conſult the bowony of Religyon 
more, and your perſonal ſafety leſs. 

Is ic tor che honour of Religion, (think 
you) that Chriſtians ſhould be as rime- 
rous as Hares, to ſtartat every ſound ? 
will not this temapt the world to think, 
that whatever you talk, yet your prin= 
Ciples are no better than other mens? O 
What michicf may the diſcoveries of 
your fears before them do? Twas a 
noble ſaying of Nehemiah Chap. 6. 11. 
Shouldſnch a may as 1 fiee > aud who be- 
Ing as 1 am ſhould flee? Were it nor better 
you ſhould dye}, than that. che World 
ſhould be prejudiced againſt Chriſt by 
your example ? tor alas ! how apt is the 
World (who judge more by what they 

. fee in your praiſes, than by whar they 
underjtand of your principles) to con» 
clude fron'your timerouſneſs, that how 
muth ſoeyer you commend Faith, ny 
*aclhs * fa 
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in times of common diffraction, vs. 
talk of Aſſurance, yet you dare truſt to 
theſe things no more than they, whenir , 
comes to the trial, O It nor your fears 
lay ſuch a tumbling block beforc the 
blind world. x 

13, Rulc. Hethat vill ſecure his Heart 


from fear, muſt firſt ſecure the tterua. in-. 


rereſt of bis ſoul in the hands of Jeſns 
Chriſt, | 4 
When this is done, then you may ſay, 
Now world do thy norſt, Y.cu will aot be 
yery (olicitous abour a vile body, when, 
you are once aſſured it ſhal! be well to all. 
gtcrnity with your precious fouls. Fear 
wt thers( (aithChrilt)cbar 019: kill rhe bogy,, 
and after thathave no power that they can do. 
The aflured Chriftign may ſmile with 
contempr upon all his encraies, and ſay, 
is this the worſt that you can do? whar. 
ſay you Chriſtians, are yuu aſſured that 
your ſouls are ſafe, that within a few 


moments of your diſſolution they ſhall 


be received by  Chrift into everlaſti 
habitations > Well, if you be. ſure 4 
that, never exouble your ſelves abour the, 
inſtrumgencs and means of your diflol» 
tlon- | VT EP. 
Objc&; O, but a viel:aut death 1s terrible 
te Nature, ', 8 LAS 0 hs © - 
Anſs, Bur what matter is it, when thy 
| 2 WS > — 10” 


4 
£1 * 
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26 An 0bjefiow Anſwered. 
ſoul is in Heavcn? whecher it were ler 
out ac thy mouth, or ac thy thrbat ? whe « 
ther thy tamiliar friends, or barbaroug 
enemics ſtand abour thy dead body, and 
cloſc thiage eyes ? alas, it is not worth the 
makingſomuch ado aboiit; xibil corpms 
ſaztt in ntrV0 cur avma fot in celo, thy 
ſoul ſhall not be ſenfible in Heaven, how 
thy body isuled on Earth? no, it ſhall be 
ſwallowed up in he. | 
x3. Rule. Leirn to queach all ſlaviſh 

Creature fear, in the reverential fear of 
God. EET 

* This is a cure by diverſion : \is a rare 
piece of Chriſtian wiſdom to turn thoſe 
paſſions of the ſout which moſt predo- 
minate intro (piriruab Channels, to turn 
natural anger into ſpiritual zeal, natu- 
ral mirch into holy chearfulneſs, and na* 
tucal fear into an holy dread and awe of 
God. This method of Cure Chriſt 'pres 
ſcribes in that forementioned place, Fae: 
Io. like to which is that in fe. 8. £2,t 3. 
Far ndt their fer : But how ſhall we help 
* 2 Why, [a»f/fie the Lord' of Hofts bims- 
ſelf, and lit Bids be yorir fear and you 
dread. poles may be allaycd- for 
preſerit by natural reaſoti;\ or'the rendo- 
yal of the occaſt n, but then "tis but 
like a Candle blown ot with-a: puff of 
os LE | breath, 
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breath, which iscaſily blown in again $ 
' burif che fear of Godextinguith it, then 
is like a Candle quencht in water, which 
cannot eaſily be re-kindled, _ 
14. Rule. Laſtly, Povr ct thoſe fewrs 
ts Ged in Prayer, which the Devil ani your 
' 681 #nbelief, poxr in upon you in times of 
d:uger, 
Payer is the beſt out-let to fear:whete, 
is the Chriſt:an that cannot ſer his pro- 
batum eft to this diret'ion ? I will give. 
you the greateſt Example in the World, 
to encourage ycu ih the uſe of ir, even 
the eXamplc of Jeſus Chriſt, Mark 14, 
32, When the hour of his danger and WS | 
death drew nigh 3 He gers into the Gar=- os | 
den, ſeparates from the Dilcip!es, and. }; 
there wreſtles mightily with God im 
Prayer, even unto an Agony : in refee, 
rence to wich the Apoſtle ſaith, Heb. 5. 
7. ho in the dais of bis fleſh, when he had 
offered mp prayers and ſupplications , mth. 
ſtroag eries and tears,to hins that nas able ts 
ſave him "ran aAath, aud was heard is that 
be feared: he was heardas toſtrength & 
ſupport to catty bim throught, though 
not as to deliverance, or exemption from 
it, 
. Now, Oh that theſe things might a- 
hide with you, and be reduced to pra- 
| "3." aile 


88 How the heart may be kept from, &+c 
&iſein rheſe evil dates, that many wrem. 
bling ſouls may be cltabliſhed by them. 

5. Seaſ, ** Tae fitth Seaſon tro exert 
© chis diligence in keeping the heart, is 
£ the time of ſtraits and outward pinchs 
© ing wants; althoagh'ar ſuch times 
** we ſhould complain to God,and nor of 
© God, (the Throne of Grace being e- 
Krefted tor a time of need, Heb. 4, 16, 
& yct when the waters oi relief run low, 
** and wants begtn to pi ich hard - how 
**prone are the beſt hearts to diftruſt the 
«Fountain ! When the Meal in the 
&*Barrcl,and oyle in tac Cruſe are atm ſt 
&« (pent,ouc faith and patience arc almoſt 
& ſpent roo Now *cis difficult to keep 
«down the proud. and unbelieving 
« heart in an holy. quietrude and ſweet 
© (nbmiſſion at the foor of God. 'Tis an 
© eaſy thing to talk 'of truſting God for 
© daily bread while we hayea ſnl] Bara 
© or Purſe ; bur to ſay as the Prophet, 
 Hab. 2. 17. Though the Fig-tree ſhould 
& x0t bioſſaes neither Fran be in the Vine, 
& 8c. jet n1/l 1 rejoyce in the L rd. Sure 
this is not eaſy, The fifth Caſe therefore 
ſhall be this. * Hap 

.5e. Caſc. How a Chriſtian may keep bis 
here from dr ruſt ing God; or repinirg As, 
gawft bins when o6:ward want! are eithtr Feit || 
or feared, Tn | This 


This Caſe deſerves ro be ſeriouſly 
ponered, and eſpecially to be ſtudicd 
now; fince it ſeems to be the deſign of 
Pcovidence to empty the people of God 
of their creature fulneſs, and acquaine 
them with thoſe ftraus which hitherto 
they baye been altogether ſtrangers to. 

Now to fecnre the heart from the 
ſore-mentioned danger attending this 
condition, theſe foll-wing Confidera- 
tions through the blefling of the Spiric 
may prove cfteCtual, And the firſt is 
aiS: 

I. Conſfid. That if God rednce you to 
ſtraits and neceſſutzes,y't he deals no other wiſe 
therein with yew; than bt hath done with ſame 
of the choiceſt and hol ſlmen that ever lived, 
Your condition is not fingular,though 


you have hitherto been itrangers to 


wants, other Saints have daily: conver- 
ſed, and bcen familiarly acquaipted 
with them. Hear' what blefled Paul 


{peaks, not of him(ſelt only, bu: in- the: 


names of other Saints reduced ro like 
exigencics, I Cor, 4.11, Ever tothil pre 


ſent bony we loth hanger and thirſt, and are. 


naked and bafjened ; and baye no certain 


.awallixg place. To ſce ſuch amanas Paal: 
going up and down the World with a- 
naked back, and emp: y Belly, and nor a 


& hon le 
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goHew the heart may be kept from,&ci | 
houſe co put his head 1n,one that was (0 
far above thee in Grace aud Holine(s,one 
that did more fervice for God 1n a day, 
than perhaps chu haſt dome him all chy 
daics, and yec thou repine as if hardly 
dealt wi i1!Have you toi got what neccls+ 
fatics and ſtraits,evei a David hah ſuffers 
ed? Howgca: were his ſtraits and ne- 
ccffici:s? 1 Sam. 25, $ Give I pray tec, - 
(ta-ch ne ro Nabai) whuſoever comah 
ts thy band to thy Srrvants and to thy Sox 
David. Renown:d 417#jcn.ns was forced 
rodip in the Town-dirch fora mainte= 
. nance. Famous Amſw.rth (as I have 
þ:e* credibiy informed ) forced to (ell 
the B:: he lay on to buy Bread, Bur 
what ſpeak Lof theics behold a greater 
thin any ofchem.cven tne Son of God, 
who is 'b: Heir of all thi-gs,and by whors the 
worlds wtre made* yet {umciime would 
hav: been glad of any th-ng, baving no» 
thin? te car, Mark 11. 12. Andon' the 
\ wo ow when they wire come from B=thany, 
be was hungry ; and ſeeing 4 fig-tree a far 
off having {:-ve:,.be c 117 if happily be mug bt 
find | any wane? earn 
Well the''y Ficreby God hath ſet no 
mark of hacred up mn you ; neither can 
you infer the want of 1eove from the. want 
of brea/, Whenrtth4 repining heart {Ks 
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Under outward ftraits and wants, on 


the queſtion, was thereever any forrow 
like unto mine ? Ask theſe Worthies, 
and they will cell thee, though they did 
not complain and fret as thou dſt, yer 
they were driven to as great firsics as 
thou art, 

2. Confid- If God leave you ot 198 tbis 
meceſſirons condition without a Promiſe, you 
bawe no reaſon to repine or deſpond nnder its 

| That is a fad condition indeed, to 
which no Promiſe belongs, -] remember 


Mr, Calvin upon thoſe words, 1/a. 9. Is 


Nevertheleſs, the dimneſs (hall not be ſnch 
as was in ber vexation, &s. Salves the 
doubt, in what ſenſe the daikneſs of the 
Caprivity was not ſo great, as the leſſer 
incurſions made by Tiglath Pieſer. In 
the Captivity theCity was deltroyeds and 
the Temple burnt with fire, there was 
nocompariſonin the 2flifiong but yer 
the darkneſs ſhould nor be ſuch, and tlie 
reaſon (ſaith he) is this b#ic certam pro- 
wiſſionew rfſe additam, cnn in pruoribus 
alla effet, (i. e.) there was a ccrtain 
_ wade tothis, but none tothe o- 
- 'Tis better tobe as low as Hell with 2 


. Promiſe, than in Paradiſe without ane: 


Even the darknefs of Hell ir ſelf would 
be- comparatively. no datkncſs ar all , 
IP Wcre 
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92 How the heart may be kept from,&c, | 
were there but a promileto cnlighten it, 
Now God hath left many ſweet Promi- 
ſes for the Faith of his poor people to 
feed on in this condition, ſuch are theſe : 
Pſalm 34.9, 10, O fear the Lord ye bis 
Saints, f r there is no wint t: them th-t fear 
bum ; the Lions de lack and ſuffix hunger, 
but they that fear the Lord ſhall went no- 
thing thar is good, Plale 33. 18. 19. The 
exe of the Lord is upon thr righteous, to keep 
8 hem alive in famine. Picl. 48 Ile No 
good thing wil: be with-hold trom them that 
walk «p- 7:95: 37, Rm. $8.22, He that ſpa 
red not 1s own Sou, but delivered h'm up fl or 
11 all, how (hal he no: with him alſo freely 
give us all :bivgs? Ia. 41. 17. When the 
poor and the ned y ſeek. water. ind there is 
mone, and their tongue faieth for thirſt, Ithe 
Lord will bear them, 1 the Ged of Iſrae! will 
ot forſake them; Here you ſee, firſt their 
Extream wants, water being put even for 
rhe neceſſaries of 1ife, (2)-rheir ccriain 
relief, 1 the Lord will bear them, in which 
ic is {nppoled, -thart they cry uato-bim 1a 
their ſtraits 3 and he hears their cry. © 
Haviag therefore theſ- Pcomiſes, why 
ſhould not your miſtruſtful hearts -con- 
clude like David': Plal. 23. 1, The Lord 
+5 my Shophcard,! ſhall not wan:. wt, 7 
« -Objett. Bur theſe Promiſe; imply Cone 


ditions; 


'. 
) 
p 
6. 


| tions, if they were abſolute,they would afford 


wuder outward ſtraits and wants, 93 


wore [atisf ation, 

Sol, Whar are thoſe tacite conditions 
you ſpeak of, bur theſe? (1.) Thar either 
he will ſupply or ſan&ifie your wants 5 
( 2 )That you ſhall have ſo much as God 
{ces fic for you, and-doth this trouble 
you > would you have the Mercy whc- 
ther ſanRificd or no ? whether God (ces 
ic fit for you or no?- Methinks the ap» 
petites of Saints after- carthly things 
fhould not be {o ravenous,toſcize greedis 
ly upon any eojoyment, nor cating tiow 
they bavyec it» 

Bur oh, when wants Pinch, and we 
ſee not whence ſupplies ſhould come, 
then our faith in the promiſe ſhakes, and 
we like murmuring 1ſrael ctie, He gave 
bread, can he give water alſo? O unbelic- 
ving hearts ! when did bis Promiſes fail ? 
Who ever truſted them and was aſbam- 
ed?may not God upbraid thee with thine 
unreaſonable infidelity, as Fer. 2.31. 
Have | been 4 wilderneſs unto yolty Cs 
or as, Chrift ſaid ro the Diſciples, Since [ 
was with you, lacked ye any thing ? Yea 
may you not upbraid your ſclyes , may 
you not ſay with good o1d Po!ycerp 1 thus 


many years I have ſerved Chriſt, and: 


found hima gocd Maſter ; -indeed he 
W may 


94 How to keep the heart from rephning | 
may deny what your want onneſs, bur 1 not 
what your real zaxes call for: he will not 

ard the cry of your luſts, nor yer de- 
ſpiſe the cry of your faith; though he 
will not indulge and humour your »es- 
ton appetites, yet he will not violate his 
own faibſu! Promiſes. Theſe Promiſes + 
are your beſt ſecurity for eters! life; and 
*is eange it chey ſhould not (atisfie you 
for dily bread : remember ye the words 
of the Lord, and ſolace your hearts wich 
| thera amidſt all your wants. 'Tis ſaid 
of Epicu#rus, that in the dreadful firs of 
the Collick, he often refreſhed himſelf #6 
weweriam inventoram, by calling to mind 
his inventions in Philoſophy : and of 
Poſſidonins the Philoſopher, that in a great 
fi: of the ſtone, he ſolaced himſelf with 
diſeourſes of Moral Vertue : and when 
thepaintwinged him, he would fay, #i- 
bil agis dolor quamvis fis mo'eſtus nunquam 
confitebor te efſe maſum : O pain, thou 
doſt nothing, though thou art a little 
troubleſom?, I will never confeſs thee co 
be evil. If uponſach grounds as theſe 
they could {.>ppo:t themſelves under (ſuch 
grinding and racking pains, and even 
gelude their diſcaſes by them; how auch * 
rather ſhould the precious Promiles: of 
Gad, and the ſweer: Expericnces _ 
, Ve 


we 


| wuder outward ftraits and wants, gs - 


haye gone along ficp by ſiep with them, 
make you co forget all your wafits, and 

comforc you over every ſtrait! - 

ic 3. Confid. If itbe bad now, it wught ' 

= have been worſe ; bath God denjed thee the 

is | \ comforts of this life 3 be migin have denyed 

thee Chriſt, peace and pardon alſs, and ihe 

thy caſe bad been wofull indeed, Y ou know 

God bath done ſo .co. millions in the 
World : how many ſuch wretched ob- 

jeAs may y our eyes behold every day» 

that have no comfort in band, nor yet in 

bope, are miſcrable here, and will beſo to 
eternity 3 that have a bitter cup, and .no= 
thing toſweeten it, no, not ſo much as 

any hope that it will be better. Bur it 1s 

not ſo with you, though you be poor in 

this World, yet rich in fatth, and beirs of 

the King dome which God bath premiſes , 
Jam. 2, 5. © learn to let ſpiritualrt- 

hes over againſt temporal poverty ! Bal 
hance all your preſent troubles with your 
ſpi:itoal priviiedges, Indeed, if Ged 

had denyed your ſouls the Robes of righ+ 
teouſne(s to cloath them, the bidden 
Manna to feed'them; the heavenly Mane 
ſions to receive them, 1f your fouls were 
lefr deſt:tutegzas well as your bodies; you 
might well be penſive, but this confige+ 
ration hath cnough to .briog the capih«: 
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' 96 gow to keep the heart from repining 


dering Soul to reſt under any Outward 
firair. *Twas bravely (aid by Lsther , 
when want began to pinch him, /et ws be 
rontente d with our hard fare (aid he) for 
do we not feat wth Angels upon Chriſt the 
bread of life : And bliffed be God (faith 
Pau!) who hath abounded to us in all ſpiritual 
bleſſings, _ * LF 

4.-Conlid. This affiiftion, though great, 
33 not. ſuch an affliction but God hath far 

eater, with which be chaſti{es the dearly 

eloyed of bis ſoul in this world, and ſhould 

be yemove this, and inſfliftthoſe, you would 
acconnt your preſent flate a very comfortable 
flate, and bleſs God to be as now you are. 

What thiak you firs > ſhould God re- 
move your preſent troubles, (upply all 


' your outward wants,giye you the defire 


of your hearts in creature- comforts , but 
hide his face from you, ſhoot his arrows 
into your ſouls, and cauſe thevenome of 
them to drink up your Spirits ? ſhould 
he leave you bu: a fcw daies to the Bufe 
feting of Satan and his bl ſph-zmous 
inj:tions ? ſhould he hold your eyes bur 
a few nights waking with horcors 'ef. 
Conſcience, tofling io and fro till the 
dawning of the day ? Should he lead you 
through the Chambers of death? ſhew 


you the vi.;ons of darkneſs? and mars 
En 3 1s 


thas thinkeſt ; my proviben is almoſt, 3 


F oagke pay Ardits and mans. . 9” 1 


h is.crrors ſer crhemſelyes1 inarray againſt 
yout, then tell me it. you would not 
countut a Choice metcy robe back 
in your -forr.er necciiicous jon) = 
with peace of Conlcicnce-z and count 
b:cad an4 watcr. with Gods favour, a 
happy it:rc? O thea! take heed of re» 
pining. . Say not God dcals bardly with 
yooy. leaſt you provoke hin) xo convince 
youby your owp ſenle and ieelj ms 
th worſe Rods = theſe 
rr oh and froward Children, 
5..Cculig, If it le bad ao, it will by 
hitter ſborgly, 

O keep thy heart by char confidera- 
tion ! the Meal in the Bartel is 
ſpent ; well, be ic (0, wby ſhould char 
trouble me, If 1 am almob heyond he che 
necd and ulc of all chcele things The 
Travcl'crbath ſpeat almoſt all his wal 
ney, bar'a Shilling or two left. ; —— 
(Gairh he) chough my money 
ſpear, yet my joutnfe is almo Ferss 
j09's I amnear home, and hea ſhall be. 

fully ſupplied. It there be no Candles ia 

& yer cis a comfort to 
res - gre Pre chen chete will 
noneed of Candles. I am afraid Chri- 
ian; thou miiſ-reckoneſt chy (elf, when 


in - 


(pct 


Sd pow ike the heart from repining | 


ſpent, and Thave a great way to travel, 
many Years coliyc, and nothing to live 
open; it may be not half ſo many as 
th6u-ſuppoſeſt ; in this be confident, if 
thy provifion'be ſpent, either freſh ſup- 


plies are:ccoming (though chou ſecſt not 


from whericeY or thou art -nearer thy 
journies end than- thou reckoneſt rhy 
ſeff ro-be.'' Drſponding Soul, doth it 
become'a man'or woman travelling ups 
6nthe roz&to that Heavenly Ciry, and 
almoſt arrived there, withina few daics 
_ offigFtathcrs Bouſe , where 'all 

is wants ſhall be (upplycd, to take on 
chus abour alittle mear,drink or cloaths, 
which heffears he ſhall want by the way ? 
It was a noble ſiying of the 40, Aſartyrys, 
famous in rhe Ecclefeſtical ftory, when 
rurncd out naked in afroſty nighr to be 
ſtarved to death ; with theſe words they 
cortforced one another dgiuuvs s x63), 
Se; the winter indeed is ſharp and cold, 


but'Heaven is warm and comfortable” ! \| - 


here-we ſhiver for cold, but Abraham} 


boſume will make amends for all. Pa 


+**Obj. 1: Bat I may die for want, 
* Sol, (rx) Whoever did ſoxwhere were 
the Righteous forfaken? (2) It*fogyoutr 
jou rney is ended, and youfdlly ſupplied. 


*- Obj. 2+ But 1 am wot ſure - of that, wwe 
, « > # | 1 
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" auder outward [frails and wants,c 9g 
1 ſure of Heaven, it nere another matters 
Sol. Are you not {utc of thag? then. 
you have other matters co treubleyour 
ſelves about chan theſe + Mcthinks, thi 
ſhould be the leaſt of all your cares. we 
do nor. fiad that Souls perplexed and 
troubled about che want of Chriſt, pax- , 
don of fin, &s. are uſually very, anx- 
0us,or ſolicicous about theſe things, He 
thac ſcriouſly purs ſuch queſtions as 
icky: what (hall I do to be ſaved? Hoy 
ſhall I know my fin is pardoned 2 Doth 
not uſually trouble himſclt with what 
ſball I car, whar ſhall ] drink; or where» 
Withal ſhail.1 be cloathed FF , +... 
- ...6. Con(1d. Deb it become tht children 
bf ſmch.a Father to diſiruft bis All-ſufftcss 
ecy, or refine againſt auy of bis diſpenſur 
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tzous? o __ Nt 4 
_ D3yquwell co.queſtion his carc-and 
love; upon every ncw eXigence ; lay' 
hare you not been aſhamcd of chis:fat- 
mzrly > bath not your Fachers ſealonable 
provifions for you if. former ſtraits, pur 
yau to the blyſh ? and. made you. rclolve 
neycr t9.queſtion his loyc and carc any ».. 
Wd yer will you cenew your un- 
{uſpiriqos of him again? Diſ-jn- 
child; . reaſon thus wich rhy 
'Þcriſh for warit of what is good. 
SY Hs- - and 
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100Hew to keep the heart from repining 
and needful for me, ic ruſt either be 
decaule my Father knows not my wants, 
or hath not wherewith co ſupply them + 
orel{c regards not what becomes of me. 
W hich of theſe ſhall I charge upon him : 
not the firſt ; for, Hark. 6. 33. Hy Fae 
. ther hyous ahat | have ne:d of, my condi» 
rion is not hid from him:Nor the ſecond, 
for th: earth is the Lords and the ſulne(s of 
#, Plalm 24, r. His Nameis God Alle 
ſefficiem, Gen. 17,1, Northe laſt, for,.: 
a father pities bis children, fo the Lord 
piti:s them that fear him, Pal. 10}, 13, 
The Lord is exceding pitifu', and of tender 
mercy, James. 5. 11. He hears the youn 
Ravens when they cry, Job.38: 41.and will | * 
he not hear \me? Coxſcder (ſaith Chriſt) 
tbe fowls of th: Arr, Mate 6. 26, Not the 
fowls at che door, that are every day fed 
. by hand, bur the fowls of the Air, that 
have none to pruvide for them. Dorh 
he feed and clothe his enemies, -and will 
he forget bis Caildren ? He heard che ve- 
ry cry of !ſ>-el in diſtceſs, Gen. 21.17, 
O my uabelieving heart! doſt thou yet 
doub: -? Remember Hager. and the 
Child. 
« 4, Confid. Towr poverty is wot your fin, 
but yorr affisition only; if by ſinful means yew 
have net brenght t upon yeur ſelvet 4 and 
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it be but an - fl: ion,it may be bornthe eaſper 
for chat, | Ate 
"Tis hard indeed ro bear an afflit 
coming upon us as the fruit and puniſh- 
ment of 69, when mecn are under trout-, 
ble upan that accoune z they uſe to ſay, 
O ! it it were but a fiogle afflition com- 
ing from the hand of God,' by way. of : 
. | tryal, I could bear it, bur I have brought 4 
it upon my (elf by fin, .it comes as the 4 
paniſhmenr of fin ; the marks of Gods 
diſpleaſure are upon ir,*cis the guil: with; 
in that troub'es and galls, more than the 
wanr withoNnr, $ 
Bur it 18 not ſo here,anJ therefore you. 
| , have noreaſonto be caſt down under. it.. 
Object. But thewgb there be no ſting of 
gol, yet this couditen nants no; other ſtings © 
6: firSt the diſcredu of Religion 3. þ cond, 
romply with mine engagemexts in the world ,, 
and thereby religion u like 16 ſuffer. | ,_ 
Sol. 'Tis well you have an heart to dil- 
charge cvery dyty , yet if God diſable. 
you by Pcovidence, -*tis-no diſcredit. tO, 
your profeſſion, becauſe you do not that. 
which you cannot do, fo lopg as it is your. 
defire,and endeavour rodow hat you can, 
and ought to do, and in this caſe Gods, 
wall is that lenity and forbearance be ex 
erciſ reWards -_—_ Dem, 24. 12>13» -: A 
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2." Ob jet. * But it yrieves wwe 20 behold 
as neceſſures of othirs whom I was nom 10 
relieve and refreſh, but now camo. 

*Sol. It you canvor it ceaſesto tbe your 
dutie, and God accepts rhedrawing our 
of Four ſoul tothe hungry in compath - 
on and defire-tohelp them,” ihough you 
cahnor draw forth a full purſe to relieve 
and fupplic ther. 

w, Obj. Bur [ find ſuch 4 ailiejen full 
of temptations, a ſore clog in the way to 
Heaven, 

Sol. Every condition inthe World, 
hath irs clogs,and artendingtemprarions z 
ani were yu ina proſperous eondition, 
you might there meet with «more temp= 


cations and fewer adyantages than you | 
ow haye 3* for though'F-conſtfst pover- 


y Hth Sts remprations' a9* welb as 'pro# 
ſperity, yet I vrev"confjeenty® proſpetity* 
| Sick not tHioſt exceIlenr' advantages that 

' Poverty hath4*fot here you have an'op- 
I: __ by Aiſeoyer wiſe Yinceriry 0þ 

;" wherr typo" oan-live 

woof Re id eabugh inhirn; and cons 
ſintly followhim,/even when all/oxrers 
nAinducenencs ard motives tails. Aid 


cis I have ſkewed youwhow dots { 


yonr heaters from che 
dangers atcecding a poor ih4-lw'con 


1 


— 
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tion4n the. world, when Bl 
and the heart begins tg, "then inti> 
provcand bleſs God for. pi helps [ts 
keep it. 

6. $caſos, f£ The ftxth Sealon of cx- 
* preſſing this diligence in keeping rhe 
| * heart, 1s the ſeaſon ,of, Dugy ; whe 
*« we draw nigh to God. ig phat ay pi- 
« yate, of (ectct. Dutics, thep. "Lis; time I 
«look to che, heart; for the yanity of th 
* heart ſc1dom diſcovers it, (elt .n 
© thanat ſuch times. How oft doth: hy 
«* poor foul cric cut, O Lord how faih 
* would I ſerve thee, but yain choughts 
*« will not let rac; I came to open _m 
© heart to theez to delight my foul. 1 
© communioo. with thee, but my. cot- 
* rupt;onghave (er upon me;, [ord rate 
*0ff chelc vain houghts, andſaltet 


© not ta,proſiicute the Soul , which FN, 


* eſpouſed-ro thee, befare thy. face. 
« fixch Caſe thenis rt. his... 


6, Calc, How thebeers may be kep t fb | 


 diſtraflions A dna thoughts, 1n.the time, 


| Doty. 4 
+ There. 1 is... twofold di cation, .t »,.Of 


ry ph porn Pls : 
or eat origh I, 
Wt v6, i. Ts þ le 


_ to Nip the haart _ repining 

of Formaliſts, and it proceeds from the | 
want of an holy bent, and inclination of 
the bearcrto God ; their hearts are under 
the power of their luſts,and therefore 'tis 
no wonder they go after their Luſts,even 
whenthey are about holy things, _— 
33- 31, (3) Involuntary and lamentc 
diftraftions, Row.: 7. 21,24. / Sudthen 
#Lay, that hen 1 would do £o0d, evil i 
preſent with me, O wretch:d man that 1 am, 
be This ptoceeds not from the wanc 
of a holy bent and aim, bur ſrom ihe 
weakncſsand imperfeRion of grace. Ard 
1n this caſe the ſou] may make the like 
complaint againſt irs own” corruptions 
that 48;;«h did againſt Feroboem, 2'Chr, 
I 3. 6,7. Tet Jcroboam 'the Son of Nebat 
i riſeu ag amſt bis Lord, nhen R:ho- 
boars was yoawp ard tendercbrarted , and 
rould 0t with ſtand thems, ant there are. pa- 
thered unto him vain men the children of B: 
Jial. Grace hath a dominion, ' but lifts | 
.arc murinous and ſediriois, during the 
infancy theteof.But ir is fiot' my bufineſs 
to ſhew wo how theſe diſtraQions come 
Fn = Neth Hi rather how'to pet, 


our of the heert; in ordey | 
ere - _ ten following Hel Helps. | 
| ter yout ' [dies ' from|. 


20 arty 


Wy opments, «>dfcrapar: 
ome 


F 4 | ' 
* & 
4 os OS. EH ? 


' 1imployed about. : I am going into che 


work, Ecernicy. work ; 


In the trwe of Duly. ' (, 105 
ſome time for lolemn MR - 


. micet God in Duty : you ;cannot- come 
receking hot out of the world ipto je Ho 
ie 


preſence, but you will find a tang 
In your dutics3 it is wich the heart a few 
Minuces fance plunged in the world, now 


at the ject of God, juſt 2s with the Sci 


aftcr a ſtorm, which ſtiil continues work- 
ing, muddy, and diſquict, though. the 
wind be laid and ftormoyer :. thy heart 
muſt have {« me time to ſetile, Tnere arc 
few Muſicians that can take Cown a Lute 

or Viol,and play Preſcntly upon ir, with- 
cur ſorne time torune 1t; there arc few 
Chriſtians can preſently ſay, as Pal. 57. 
7. O God, my heart is fixed , .it i figeds 
O when thou gocſt to God in any duty, 
take thy heart 2ſide,and (ay,O my Soul ! 
T am now addrcſiing my ell > co:-the 
greateſi-work that ever a creature Was 


awtlul preſence of God abour buſineſs of 


Oh my Soul 1 leave crifling now, be 
compoſed, watchſul, ſerious, this 13: ex | 
common work, 'cis Tos. Soul 
Forth bearing ſecd,which all bri now Yoing 
to life. death in the TING tocome 
Md gulls pon thy ſins,Wants, troyr:. 


A 


| everlaſting moments . 


| x06 Tokeeprbe brart from wandring. 
tbles;:kerpihy thoughts a! while in thele 
before? thog- addreis rby {eli to Duty. 
David firſt mnſed, aud thin ſpake with bis 
rongute,: Pal, 39. 3, $0 $9 Pſal. 45. Is My 
brart is ending, KC 
23-- Hrlp, Having compoſed thy heart 
by.previous* medicatian, preſcntly. ſer a 
2uzrd upon 'thy ſenlcs3 how often are 
pgorChriftians in danger of loſing (the 
eyesof their mind by thoſe of their body, 
for this Fob coveranted' with | bis ſeneſs, 
Chap. 3x: 1.tor this Devid prayed, Pſa, 
1194/37 tar andy mire e361 from bebulding 
Uauity and quick: sbox me inthy way : this 
ny -{erve tocxpound that myſtical Ara- 
Sits Pavernb which adviies i# ſhut the win. 
dows, that the houſe may be light + "cwere 
excedllem if youcauldiſay-inyour on-(ets 
upon Uuty; as an holy :one-once did., 
whenrhecame off from duty. Clawdimini 
262/10 xlazdinini, Sc, be (but O:my 
Hes leſdie:! 1fo "48 i5..4mpoſſis.e you ſhould 
ever (ee ſuch leanty aut gli in any Cree 
tare) iay'l fave now fern rv God. /Y on had 
need avaid: all occaſions of diftragion 
from without; for beſure you wilh mcec 
xirfromwirhin fincention»of Spivec 
ja thework'of'God locks upahe-eyeianil 
caragaihftvanicy. When Adfurcalbi on 
twed-tho:gares of Syrecrſes Archnwedes 


was 


Boe Ee in 5,4 > ” NR , ORs. Pe 
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| 1s the terve of Duty"). \* 


was ſo intent abour- bis Mathemnazical 
Scheam, that he took no-notice: of) the 
Souldiers when they entred his very Stus 
dy with drawn ſwcrds, a ſaves: Canuot 
be a vegraxt heatts 
3- 'Rclp. Beg of God « monte fancy 

a wotking fancy (faith one) bow much 
{cever it be cxtold-among men, i15a,great 
ſoare ro the ſoul; except it work in fel» 
lowſbip with right reaſon, anda ſane 
fed hear: : the. phamiaſic is a power: of 
the Soul placed berween: the {enfes-aud 
the underſtanding, *cis. that which fiſt, 
ſtirs it (elf in the ful, and by4 its motion. 
the other powers are ſtirred,*tis the com* 
mon ſhop where choughts are firſt forg» 
edand framed, and :.as this 18;'-{o are 
. they 3/it Imaginatiens be not -fidſt caſt 

down, "iis impoſſible that every —_ 
of the hearc ſhould be brought into 
dierce to Cbrift,2 Cor, 10.5, thi fancy is 
naturally tha wildeſi and-mc{t: uotames 
able powtT in the ſoul. Some Chriſtians 
(-ſpecrally fuchs-as are of hot anddry+£0n-) 
ftuucions)bayeimuchto do with itn #:: 
- -Andtruly,abc more ſpiritual thehcart | 
ore xt3rronbled abourthewvanicry- 
amniafiidue{sof3r.c ©Q whar a;ſad: thing. 


ir isd-char; rhp+oodicr ſoul. muſtdackey' - 
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of Yo keep the hears from wandring, | 


that ſuch a beggar ſhould on horſe- 
back, and ſuch a Prince ran after it on 
foot ; that it ſhould call oft che Soul from 
attendance upon God, when it 1s moſt 
ſweetly ingaged in communion with 
him : co proſecute ſuch vanicics as it will 
ſtart at ſuch times-before it ! beg gar- 
neſtly of God chat the power of fanCtifi- 
Cation may once c me upon it, .yome 
Chriſtians have atcained (ſuch a degree of 
SanAificarion of their fancies, thur they 
have had much (weerneſ's left upon their 
hearts by the Spiricual workings of it in 
thenight Seaſon: when thy fancy is more 
mortifted, thy thoughts will be more or- 
deily anJ fixed. | 
4. Help. Jf tbow wenldfs kerp tby brart 
from thoſe vain excnrſiomszrealize to thy ſelf 
by faith, the bel; and awfy} preſence of God 
3n dutier. 
 Ifrhe preſence of a grave man will 
compoſe ns to ſcrionſnels, how much 
mare the 'preſcnce of an holy Gad ? 
thinkcſtchou, thy-Soul durſt be (o ga- 
rich and light, if che ſenſe of a. divine 
eye were upon it ?-rem:mber the place 
whcre thouart, is the place of _ h:s feet, 
Ha. 60 13; AQ Faith.upan the Owns 
ſriexcy of God, All the Churebes ſhall. haow. © 
tha; I amy be that, ſearch:th the bart and; 
"77 ha _ troeth 


and vanities which hae paſt threug 


In the time of Duty.  '\ yo 


pryeth the reins, and will give to every one of 
you 466: rding (0 your norks ; Rev. 3» 2Js 
All things are naked and open to whe ayes of 
bin ith whom ne bave to dv, Heb, 4. 12, 
realize his inficfte belineſs [- into whar. a 
ſeri-us compolcd frame did the Gght of 
God in his holineſs put the Spirit of the 


Prophet, /ſ. 6.5. labour to get alfo upon 


thy heart du: apprchenſions ofthe great» 
nel[: of God, ſuch as Abrabhans had, Gem 


18: 27. [that am but duſt and ahher, bave 


wkew upon mg to ſpeak to God: And laitly 


remember the 1e4/e#ke of God, how ten» 
der he is over his worſhip, Lev. 16.2. 
And Mes ſaid #nto Aron, this 35 that the 
Lord ſpake, ſaying, 1 will be ſarflified in 
them that come nigh me, and before all the 
people I mill be glorified. | 

A may that 1s praying (ſaith Bunard) 
ſhould bchave bimſelf as if he were entring 


into the C.urt of Heaven, where he ſteer the — 


Lird upon bis Thru, ſurrounded with tem 
thenſand of his Angels, and Saints mini- 


firing unto bim. When thou cc meſt frem 


a duty, in which'the heart hath beentoy= 
ivg and wancring, . thcu mayſt ſay, 
verily God was in this pleee,and I knew 
it not. Suppoſe all tte pertinent | 


chinebeart in a duty were written. outs: 
"6.2 | and 
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"1yb2reduced co amore ſcrivus frames”? . 


' bear: in the interwali of duty 1 


16 To keep the htart from wandring | 


arid ifirerlined with thy petitions, coaldſi 
choahayethe face to preſent it ro God? 
fhould*thy rongue bur utter all che 
though of thy beart-in Prayer, would 
normiten'abhor thee? Why, thy thoughts 
are vocal to God, Pſa4l. 139. 2::1t thou 
were Pecioning the: King for thy lite, 
would it nor. provecke him ro fee thee 
playing with thy baad-ſtrings, ercatch» 
10gever flyrhar lights upon thy, cloaths, 
whileft thou art ſpeaking rs him about 
ſuch ſerious marcers ? O think (adly 
uSdr that Scripeures Pſal. $7. 7+- God 14 
- Greatly to be feared in the Aſſemblies of bis 
Saints, and tobe bid in reverence of all that 
are round about bimy, Why did God de- 
'feend inchundrings and lighrnings, and 
= clondsupon$12a1, Exod.rg, "16,18. 
hy did the Mountains ſmoake under 


him* the people quake and tremvle 
*round abour htm, 'yea Moſer him(cifnor 
exempted; bt to teach'the people thar 
-great trith, Feb, 12.28, 29. Let wrbave 
- Frace, whereby ne may ſerve hin. accepta- 


bly with reverencs and Godly fear, for. onr 


- Gd 594 conſuming fire : preſent God thiis 


before chee, 8& thy vain heart will gaick- 


"5. Help. Maintain a praying Fram? af.” 


 reaſonour hearts are'fo dull, carelefs-and 


. cjaculations,' berwixrt ſtated" and; ſolemn = 


Pe IRR” ""vY : "INE F — da " De WE MERE SE PRO IN oulaatt OO TEN TRF"IOws — _ 
_ - 4 : 
1n time of Duly. '* + 28 Rs: 


wandring, - when we .come: to hear -OC 
pray» bur becauſlethere have' been. {uch _ 
long imermiſhons in our-communion 
wi-h God; by'reaſon whereot-the bearr 
is out of a praying irame : .if- that tpi» 
tual warmth; thoſe holy imprefſrons: we 
carry from. God in one Juty, [were buft 
preſerved to Kindle another dury,;"4t 
would be of marvcllous advantage ro 
— the heart intent, and ſ{crious with 
Ji" Og - © WEE: 56 3 T4 TR fo? 
To this- putpoſe ' choſe. intermediate / 


duties, are 'of molt ſweet ard: excellent 

uſe ; ' by theſe, one duty is as'1ts wore 
linkedco anorher,. and {o:the foul: as it- — 
were Wraps upirt felf.in a chain of duriess 

Thar Chriſtian ſcldome miffes bis mark « 

in ſo'emn duty; that ſhoots upmany of - 
akcf< darts in'the intetval.at docy os. © 
ar excellent: commendation Chrift:be= - 
Rows upon the. Spculc, Cant: 4. 11.75 - 
dips OimySpnsſc drop as the: biney combrie. | | 
upon which Text:one: gives; this ſweet | #7 
note, the hony comb drops aftually: bur- 7 2 
ſomecimes; bur it alwaics hangs:full of 
(weetdrops ready cofall: itcur ecjacula-- -, 
tions Were morcs out iargcntations upon. | | 


+: 


» 


\ x2 Fo keep the heart from nandrins Þ 


1.46. Help, Endeatonr to ingape and 741 
thy off. ions 10 Ged 18 duty Py Ss webs 
have thy difftraRions cured. ,- 5. - +l 
A dropping cyc and a melting: heart, 
are (c|dom troubled as others upon this 
account ; when the foul is intent abour 
any work, ic gathers in its ſtrength, an1 
bends all che thoughts abour it 3 and* 
whenit's deeply affeRed, it will be in*+ 
cent x5 the affections command the || 
thoughts rogo atter them, deainets cau- | 
ſes diſtrattion, and diftraRtion increaſes 
deadneſs; could youbur took upon du- 
ties as the Galleries of communion in 
which you walk with God, whcre your 
Souls may be filled with thoſe raviſhing, 
and matchle's delights that are in his pre- 
{ence, your S2ul would not offcr to tir 
from thence, | 7 
It is with the Heart in dirty; 35 't 1s) 
with thoſe mee fot Gold Oatc . 
rhey iric here: and finding none, try | 
thcre z and:ſo go.from place cf cg | 
at laſt rhey hit upon the rich: Vein; and * 
there they fit dowr; 1 thy beart could * 
bur once-hir the rich Vein in duty, it F 
would dwell and abide there with-de- JÞ* 
lighe and conſtancy; | © bow: 1: love thy J® 


0 at. af ot eEaCes..cc. i... * 


Lav, it ismy - Medit-tion dey and:'night 5 | 
_ Fſal, u19. g7. The Soul could dwell 
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_ " Avadvaiive of Diya => * 2 Al; "MY 
day and nighgupon ics knees, when : IN 
ics.-Dclights, Loves, and Deſires are very 
gaged. What's therreafonyou paar 
Are (oſkufling .eſpecially i 1N eE $45 C L £1 =. 
why are you ready tobe gone. alcn bit as 
ſoon as you arc cont into-thoprelence © 
God d but becauſe: your earcen 
k:gageds ./-.. 

5- Help. Monrnaver che mantr 0; 
and call in. afſift ance from ' Hewven',;: 
vgin thoug bes aſſault thy brart in dpveye "> 
Tl pony Meſlcnges bf Satan ith: 
cd be reac Go at yrurake UP» 


| port aa thee, and here a bube;Dewily+ 
Janda vain heart conſpixingrogerhier,haws.. 36 
ſer upongae- Q.my* kagrs Src 1OeatD; - 


| have 12 ſhall, I never. w 
ſoupocy Shun] 
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Seep how-the keart of thy. poor Child 
workstowardsthee. !- ſtrives to; ger-near 
thec bur ;cannot.:> my. :; heart 15 aground, - 
camethon North witg, blow Seth wind, O | 
for A freſh gaic pow tromthy Spirit.,.. to 
ſer my! affections; afioat./: couldft thou 
þur thus:aftcRionatcly-bewail thy diſtra- 
Rions to God, thou TI obtain help 
and delsvcrance. tromx-them 2 He would 
Fay:to Sata, \and. thine imgerious: Luſts 
as Abeſprerneſaid of Hamman, whatwill he 
force the: Qaeem: before 'my: tace2 Who 
aretheſe, rhati(ct upon.my Child un my 
work, and prelence?:” 
3; :8;, Help Lovk xpor the ſue od ſtar 
weſrof thy-dutics, 8: very mnich rdeprnd-: 
afar Ko kevping of hy heart leſe with Go! 


- 02 Theſe, two alings,. the biel and 
{weefticſs ofduticsate as dearts; a; Chrid 
ftian'as his wo eFc3i7 ;. and both ab theſe 
mukt: neceſſacily'þeJok, it} the: heart: be 
loſt i in dure, 5:74 . 35+: 2 'n Surely Ged 
bearerh hot uehity ner her doth the Almighty 
*:g«#d i:che Promife 1s made:itoan-hcarh 
ingaged, Jer, 29.,13+ Then ſhall you ſock} 
me, 41d find me,  whenye (hall. ſoxrels wi | 
me with ail 3onr beatt.; Well then,” 
thoufindcſt-rhy' heart under- the; power] 
of vedae!s ai1d- LULA; ſay: Soul, of 
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4] Soul," O what'do T loſe by a careleſs + 
) bee now;! my' praying tines arc ts 
| choiceſt paress che Golden' ſpots of _ 


2 my time : co01dT bur: ger. up this, heart 
21] with God, I mightrnow obcainſuch mer- =” 
uy cicsas wold be marterfor @ ſong to My 
Eternity. | , 
p 9, Help. Look upon it as a great diſco 
d ver) of the ſincerity,” or bypocrific of jour 
ts bearts according 4s you find chem, carefwh, | oY 
ef or careleſs inthis matter, 7 and 
0 Nothing will ſtattle an opright heatt | 
Y F morethanthis: Whar, ſhallI give way 
| toa cuſtomary wandting of heart from a 
'-| God? flilitheſpor of the Hypocriceaps - 24 
£ poeipon my Soul 2 they indeed. Can = 
Iradge'on in the round of «duty ; never. EN 
regarding the frames of. rheir hearts , >} 
Ezh. 33: 31,32. .bur ſha'] 1 doſo ? when P 
"men come into rhe preſence Cha ns q 
inthe Kingisncr there ;/ they: 
the exipry chair. O never let-me | of 
os with empry duties! never let me | 
e my leave ofa duty, wail. mine eyes | © +, M 
hive ſeen the King, the Lord of Hts, * - 3. 
T9. Help. Laftly, *rmill be of ]pecial uſe oof 
to krep thine heart with God m duties, to... 
\} conſe; te what influence all. thy duiles h ve | 
| ns thine etirns: y: | SHEN .B 
Theſe are you: oy times, and: wo RS 
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£816 Tokeep the heart from wanarine. } 


you ſow in' your dutics inthis world you 

. put look ro reap the fruit of itin ano- 
ther world, Gal. 6.7, 8, if you ſow to 
mak the fleſb, of that you ſball reap corrupe 
0 tion : bur if tothe ſpirir, life everlaſting. 
-# ' O'my Soul, anſwer feriouſlf; wouldt 
thou be willing to reap the fruic of yani- 
2 " ty, in the world ro come ? dareſt- thou 
= ſay, when thy thoughts arcroving to 
11 rhe ends of the carth in duty, when chou 
ſcarce mindeſt what thou ſ{ayeſt* or 
hearcſt, now Lord, Tam ſowing to the 
Spiric, now I am providing and laying 
up for erernity, now I am ſeeking for 
glory, henour , and immortality, now: 
Lim ſtriving toenter inat the ſtraic gate, 
now ] am raking the Kingdom of Weas! 
yen by an holy violence ?O (ucha confi- 
deration as this, ſhould makethe mul-' 
tirudes of vain thoughts that preſſe in! 
upon thy heart in duty, to flie ſeven 
wales before it: and thas 1 have fſhewn: 
you, how to keep your hearts, in the 
t:mes of duty.* ? ; +241 
7. Szafon. The feyenth fcafon calls 
ingfor more than' common .diligence'} ® 
© rokeep the heart is, when we receive} 
« ;njmics and.abuſes: from men, fauch is} © 
«the depravedneſs and corrvptienof | 
© man'in his collapſcd ſtate, that: naw Þ 
| komins | 
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"Boai® on $f. 19, 


| bare. from revenge! 
} greateſt injuries. and abuſes from men? + 
\ - The Goſpel indced allows a liberty ro 
{| indicate our ionocency,and aflerr our” 
JIghts3but.nor to vent our 02r3aptions, 


« OR ne OI _ | . 
ws. ES Wl | bs % wo q ; , OW . -< 


* hemiinj lup«,0nc man is became a wolf, 
& a Tyger to another: they are as the 
& Prophet complains, Heb.1. 14. As the 
*(Fiſhes of the Sra and. as the creeping things” 
&© that bave no Ruler over them, 828 WiCk-. 
ed menare cruel: and: oppreſhve one 
* to another, ſo they conſpire rogether 
*co abuſe and wrong the people of God, 
« 2s the ſame Prophet complains, v-1 3. 
Ethe wicked devoureth the man that #« more 
& 3g htc than be, Now when we are- 
**chus abuſed and wronged, 'tis hard' ro 
©* keep the heart from reyengetul moti- 
* on; Xo makc it meekly and qu'etly to 
$ commic the cauſc ro him that judgeth 
Sightcouſly :- ro excrcife na other affe- 
&# &iga bur pity cowards them thac abuſe 
®* gs. Surely the Spirie chat-is in us luſt- 
#%chro revenge, bur is muſt not be fo 5 
& you hzve choice helps in the Goſpel ro 


5 Keep down your hearts from ſuch fin-. _ - 
© ful qaou | . 
{ff ro ſweeren- your impbirrexed Fp'rits, The 
ſeventh Cafe rherefore ſhall be this. 


ons aSainſt your enemies, and 


* 7. Caſe. Hoa 4 Chriſtian may keep his 
| {ul motions, under the 


{3:3 and | 
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. and invade Gods right ; when therefore 
ghou findeſt thy heart begia co bz. in»! 
Alimed by revengetal motions, preſently 
apply te following Rc: medies z and the. 
firſt 1schis, Sp PEAR i 
. I, Remed. 4rge wpontty heart the ſe- 
vere prohibitions of revenge by the Lau of 
God: Remember thar this 1s forbi iden 
trait, how pleaſing and luſcious (oever 

1t be to our vitiated appetites, O laith 
” nature, revenge is ſweet ; O bur ſaich 
God, the cfteRs, chereof (hall be birter- 5 
, how plainly hath God' interdicted this 

(k-plcaſing ſin, Prov. 20,. 22, Say net, 

will recomperce evil, Pros 244 29, SJ ny 
1 gill doſ. 10 him as be hath done tome 


Row, 12. 17. Recompence $0 no man evil 


tor evil. and Ye. Ig. Avenge not Jour ſelves 
but rather give place towra:b.: Nay that's! 
notall; bu Prov. 25. 21- If thine exemy. 
bavger;fted himaf ieth rſt give him drink,” 
The word feed him, as Griticks..gblerve, 
{ignificsro feed cuecrtally and tengerly,) 


as birds do their; Young ones : Thel| 


Scripture is a.great fijend-to the peace 
an] eranquility of humanc DOCIEMEs), 
which.can.ncver be pretetved if ccvenge. 


be not depoſed. ; it was* wont, to be an, 
argument urged. by ihe Qhriſtians-co- 
prove thcir Religion to be ſupconural, 
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| Under wrongs 4nd rajuritse.” ' 
and pure, that it. fotbids revenge why 
is ſo {weet to Nature 3 and ver 7 A 
ly | thouſand pitics ſuch an,argument gg 
he f be loſt. "Well thea awe.your bearts. with” 
'F che authouricy ot God in thele Scriptures 
e-f and whea carnalicaſon (aith, mine cnc- 
of | my. deſcrves.to be hatcd,. let Conſcience ' 
nf reply, but doth God, delegve ro be dif | 
<< obeycd ? thus, andibus he hath done 
If and ſo he hath. wronged me: but what 1 
lf hath God done that I ſhould wrong bim?. 4 
+] it be dare be fo bold'to break*rhe peace, | : 
SF ſhall Ibe ſo-wicked to break the Precept. 
» | it he fears not ro wrong. me, ſhall not 
3 fear towroag. God? Q let-the fear of ©: 
| Gods ghrearnings repreſs ſuch fanful mgy + | 


f "2, Remeds Set before your eyes the. weſt | 
| eanent paterns, of meckuiſe, and forgiwts * 
f eſs, that your Souls may fail in love mh.ie. cd 

'F - This is the way. cocut off .thale, com. 

/| mon p/cas of che Eleſh fog Revanges. at | - 
thus, no. manwould bear banad 
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120 The heart kept from revenge 
- mote peaceably'and forgivingly,I/acs ; 7; 
Ho was oppreſſed, and he was affiifted, arti 
bopened not bis "momb;, be « brought as 
amb to th: ſlaughter, $&c, This pattern the 
Apoſtle ſets before you for your imita«F 
ion, I Peres. 21,23, 23, For even bere-f| 
41110 are ye called, becanſe Chriſt, alſo fuf- 
F F:red for 14, Raving 4 an example that we 
B ſpowld foll:w bis fleps : Who when he was ye. 
viled reviled not again ; when be ſuffered, bt 
threatued "> but committed himſelf to him 
| that jwagerb rightzonfly, To be of a mcck 
forgiving Spirit is Chriſt-like, God-like;l, 
thenſhall yow be the Children of your Fatter 
#bich is in Heavey, for be waketh bis San 
th rife wpon the evil, and upon the good, ant 
ſengeth Rain ox the juſt, ad on the unjoſt \| ' 
Matth. 5.45, How eminently allo- did} / 
. taigSpiricot Chriſt reſt upon;his Apo* 
files ;* never were there (uch men. up: 
on earth'for 'truc_excellency of Spirir, 


None weteever abufed more;or ſuffered | 
their abuleS{bener's Leing 'reviled { [4 
they ) ae bi ſs being per ſecured we (offer it, 


Ima we mired, 3 Cor.qire, 13. 

Mc, Calvin chough « ali of a'quick Sp. 

- rit, yer Ha7 atcained ſick aidepreec of this 
_ Cmili-like forgiveneſs, tharwhen Zurber | 
. had uſed ſome opprovriouslangaage of | , 
bim,the good m:n{ſ{aid no more but this! : 
= E . ac” 


4G] 


-—aewler prongs tank phe," mw ; 


although he ſhould call me aDrvil, yer! I 
will acknowledge himto be an cminenr 
5 af + Servant of Jeſus Chriſt, * 

ef, | {have otcen heard 1r reported of boly 
2-}- Mr. Dod, thar when ons, cnragedat his 
e-J * clols convincing Do&rine, pick'r a quar- 
A | rcl withhim, fm10:c him on the face,and 
well daſh'd out rwo of his tecth : this cnceke 
ef} ſervant of Earift ſpat'our the teeth, and 
be} bloud intohis hand, and ſaid, ice here, 
m| youhaveknockdour woot my teeth*, 
>| andtharwithour-ary juſt provocations- | 
|, but on condition T might do your Soul 
| good, I would giveyou leave to dafh 
T out all the reft: Flereis rhe excellency of 
v4] | a Chriſtians Spirit, above all che atrain= 
Fj iments of Moral Heathens# though they 
T4 KY © mere exottiebeat my. ocher » yer 
>| «they could never attain tis fo rRtyll 
| "Gd : it is ce firſt offims; 
rf - (faid 7 xy) co burr” bob q 
dy © provoked by an injul 
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11 Banting, Oi L | veramque ſon- . © 
el mTeiam dwort ht 108: all} Jett ion Corr ' 4 
3. -pit/ What can DLerce ſpoiled the © = 
i. Draess 8 » Ahc Koſe two laſt words!” 

is ſtrives ror s exccllency of Spirits - 

r | © ' which Bui proper excellency. of Chii="_ + 
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cannot do, and then you will have's 
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122" The heart kept from rewencr:. 


ecſimonie in their. Conſciences: When 
Meſes oni-did the Magiezans, they were 
forced co conk{s the firger of God in 
that buſtneſs, | 
3. Remed, Conſider xe!l the quality of 
the per ſonthat bath wronged thee, exther he 
15 a g00d man or a wickedmanthat hath 
done«thee the . injury; if he be a good 
man, there is light and renderneſs 1a his 
Conſcience, and chat will bring him at 
laſt ro a ſenſe of the evil -he hath done; 
however Ckriſt hath torgiven him great- 
cr injuries than theſe, avd why ſhouldeſt 
notthou ? will nor-Chriſt upbraid* him 
with any of thoſe wrongs done to. him, 
but frapkly forgive him all ? and*wilc 
thou take him by the throat for ;{ome 
perry abuſe that he hath done to-thce >... 


% 


 Orighga wicked man? if fo, truely 
yon halle accd to exctcilc p ty than” 
revenge im, and that upon'a 
double acco 1}He 1s beſide bim- 


wgconverted liner, 
Linto Bedlam 


ſelf,fo indeed 
Lake 15. 17. ſhow 
and chere bear one 
mock you, and. a. 
wovll you ſay I will bY uvpot 
pirying them, Alas poor creatures they 
3X6 our Of their wi:s,3nd Know not gs 

| | oy they 


Under. $rongs and injuriens - I 73 2 
they do, . B:lides,: (2). there, is: a, day 
coming, if chey-repent not, . When, x 
will rave morc muſcry than you can find. 
1n your hearts ro wiſh them zFou need 
not (tudie reycnge,Gods yengeatice fleep= 

cth not ; and will ſhortly rake place up- 
on them, and is not tbat cnough ? have 
rhey not an eternity of miſery coming ? 
if they rep:ntner, th:s muſt be che pore 
tioa of cheir.cilp, and itever they do re- 
peat, they will. os ready to, Make you 


- Icparations 


4. Rem; Keep down thy heart by thit cone 


ſderation, ihat by revenge thou caſt. but ſa- 


AE uy - #4 '% bat. by Sn grant chow ſeo COa; = 


more glorious copquelt.z 2: of 


Bernard (ail). inf by 7 7. ub 

Lirgne, gs we Wig: 

ry, When dy;querggain 

tou art. OVercaſt "0h thinc owa.corrup.- ; 
bu x | $Way YOLr IN2Y .obtain Aa 

gloriousco. qu. indeed. Whaganhas:. 


I nottaalc and dry victoric cid Dara mh. . 


'224 The heart kept from revenge, " 
wayobtain over. Saul, x Sam. 2416, T 7; 
And it cams to paſs when: Dayid bad Made 
#n end of ſpeaking theſe words , that Saul 
lift up h# vace and wept ; and he faid to | 


Dav1d, thou art more » ghreoms than [. 


þ got any good by 


turn the reycigeupon 
I ſhould have tuchab 
ger-no good our of. fubh | 
my Spi:i: ſhould befg@unli 
the patience and meekivls-of other Chri- 
Rians have turned all the 1nj arjes thrown 

-atihem into precious ſtones 4 the Spirits 
of o.hers have been raiſed in bleſing | 


» 
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| P Pi q / . 8 -.@ >; : op © < | 
rnder wrongs antl injurity” tag 


God when they have been loaded wigh' 
reproaches by. theworld,they have bound 
chem as an Ornament tro rheit' necks. 


L Smnperbas. fio (ſaid Litther) quod vid yo- 


w:n peſſimam mbi creſcere.. 1 could even 
be proud upon it;that Ibavea bad name 
among wicked men : to the ſame par- 
poſe Fer:we ſweetly, Gratias ago Dro meo 
quod dignes ſum quem mundas oderit, [I 
thank my God# that I am. worthy 'to be 


hated of the world: Thus their hearrs 
mere provoked 'by injuries ro magnific 
God; and'bleſs him for theme if it work 


contrary witch me I have cauſe cnoughto 
be filledwitch ſelf-diſplacencie=**” = 
- Tf you have got any good by. them; if 


the reproaches and wrongs you baye re» 


teived , have made you ſearch ygur 
hearts the more, watch your \waies tie” 
more narrowly if their: wronginge you 
have made 'you fee how: you baye. 
wronged God, then let-thefay tori they; 


' asPanidid for himclf,pray forgive thetn 


this wrong. x T5 
What can you natfind an heart rofor- 
ive one tharhartibeen inftrumenral of- 
o much good toyou,that's tringe! what 


\. chough they”meant it for evi], yer-if + 
1]. God have turned it to good 3 your thave 
4  no-more reaſon to rage againſt the in- 


tirumcar ©, 
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126 The hiart kept from Revenze 
rument,”'than be had who: received ut |. 
ound*from- his caemic which only. 

brake and'-let : our that impoſthurire, 

which otherwile had been kis death. 

6, Rem.'Ti50f excellent ſets kerp the 
bear: from revenge, to look: up avd ee t5e 

firſt cauſe by which all our troubles arc or» 

-dered. +44 P33 Ste 3 orl on 
This will calm and mecken our Spi- 
rits quickly ;: never did a; wicked tongue 
trie-the paticnce ofa Sane, more" tran 
David's was wied by that tailing Shomes'y 
yet the Spucitot bis good” nid was nor 
at all-poiſond with revenge, though he 
goes albng curſing and caftiog tones: at 
himralltheway ; yea; rhoungh: Abſhai 
offered Devid, it he pleaſed, the head: of 
that cnemic;but che King (aid; bat have - 
Fo do with you;ye Sonrof Zxrviah d: So let 
him enrſe, b:eapſe the Lord hath ſai4 nuto 
him, ,curſeDavid;# hoſhall then [&y,xherefors 
baſh thoy dont ſa?; It may be God uſes him 
a+his Rod:olaſkme becauſe }-by my ſin 
made his enearies to blaſpheme himzand 
ſhall I be angry wirti'the Rod?how iffa» | 
tional werethat:? This alfo was it that 
quiered"Job, her doth nor rail and' vow }- 
revenge upon the Cald:ans and Sabeans, | 
bur/ey&s God- as the orderer of thofe | 
troubics, andis quict, The Lord bath | | 
/ > Ir " taken | 


f 


bbs”. cored ASP. -c..000 of. 
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Objeftt, But you will ſay, To farm a> 
fide the right of a man, 10 ſubvert a man. in 
his cauſe, the' Lord approveth rot, Lame 

+ 36, "$S; - Fog Wye 
, Anſ.Truc, but though it fall not under 
his approving, Yct it doth under bis per- 
mitting mill, -and there is a great argu* 
ment tor quiet ſubmiſſionin; that : nayz 
hc bath notonly the permitting, but the 


' orderivg of all thole troubles: did'we 
lce more. of -ancholy God, we ſhould 


ſhew leſs 'of a corrupt nature in fich 
trials, 


7, Rem. Confider how you daily-wrong | 


God, and you will yet be ſo e:fily 1nflamed 
with revenge og anft athers that bave-wring- 
ed you: 3.00136 


E 4 
. 


God, andycr he beats; iorgives, andwi 
aot take vengeance upompou, andiwall 
you be fo. quick inavenging: your:{elves 
upon others? Qwhata ſharp andrerry» 
ble rebuke is thatz- 7c, 18. 32, 33640 


| #hon wickgd, and floatiful ſervant;] forgave 
_ Thee all i bat debt becauſe. thou defiredſt me; 
| fhow'dff not thou a/ſo have bad compaſſion on 
| thy fellow Servaut, exen as 1 had pity wpen 


| thee? Nore ſbould bc filled with bowels 
| ofpity, forbcarance, and mercy, roſuch - | 
x4 | as 


Youare daily gricying and wrought 
weil 


U nder wrongs and injurier. nay © 
Taken away, bleſſed beibjs name, Job 1.21. 


[7 229 The heart kept from revenet, T 
: as wrong then, as thoſe ſhould be' enat. 


havccxpericnceFthe Riches of Mercy 
thernlelycs: mechinks the mercy of God 


to us.ſhonld melt onr. very: Bowels: into : 


Mercy over others : 'Tis impoſſible we 
can be cr#el to others, cxcepr we forget 
how kind Chriſt hath been co u3 « thoſe 
that have found mercy ſhould ſhew mer- 
cY : it kindneſs cannot work, merhinks 
fear ſhould: If J8 forgive yot men their treſ- 


| paſſes, nenrhber will Jour Father forgive, you” 
Jour treſpaſſes,, Mat, 6.1 5. | 


. 8. Rem. La! ly, let the Conſed:r ation ef 


. theday of the Lord which draweth nigh, with- 


bold your hearts from antitipating it by alls 
_of revenge. | #9 

Why arc you fo quick# is not the Lcerd 

at hand,to avenge all his abuſcd ſervants? 

"Be patient” therefare my Brethren 'mnto tle 

towing of the Lord : Bebold the knsbandiman 


waitetb, 8c. Be ye a'ſo patientyfor the com> 


ing of the Lird draws nigh* grudge not one 
aſ another, 7 Es leaſt 18: be con» 


drmmned, Beks'dthe Judge ſlande:b at the * 
door, Jam. 5.7, 8, 9: This Textatiords . 


three arguments againſt revenge.(1) The 
Loxds near approach, (2) The example 
alk 


Husband-mans patience: (3) Ihe | 
danger we draw. upon our ſelyes by anti- 


cipating Gods j1dgement< vengeance 1% 


£5, ov U%Y on wa; 


mine _ 


* & - Wu , pw A FF 


| o0bjetions Aniſwered;  n29 
mine ſaith the Lord, he will; diſtribute 
juſtice. more equally -and impagually. 
chan you can:they har believe thay have 


1 a God toright them] will nor fo much. 


wrong themſclycs as ro avenge. their 


 OWn wrongs. 


, 7; Ob, But fi:h and bloud is not able 
to bear ſuch abuſcs.. \ io OX 13 i 

. Sol. If you reſolve ta:coMuit fivk; and 
blou4 in ſuch caſes, and do no more 
bur. what. that will--coable yours doy- 
never pretend to Ricligion., Chriſttahs 
muſt, do :fingular and ſupernatural 


Tbings.:.. ©. 


— 


- 2..06;-But if I pack up-luch abuſes, 


- 


ſhail be reckoned a fool, and evetyane 


- . 


will trample upon mac... | 447 
$vl.(1) You may-be..reckonadoloi at 
mong tools, but God-and. good meiywnl 
account - it your wildom;and rhe cxcel- 
lency-of your Spizits: (2) Jcmuſt. bc a 
baſe Spirit indeed that will trataple upon 
a meek and- forgiving}, Chriftian-z "and 


| thus leam to keep out, hearrs from re+ 
| yvenge under - all provocarions.” : 2,47 


.n$; Stef. © Thie nexe feafon in v tick 


JT *wearcin danger af'lofing our bearts 
<< i57when we'mect with greic erefſes. - 
1 © ani} proyocations : then fiotul .paſhom _ 
| *is #prro tranſport the! heart, *ris, the 
F-4I0 « ---" a: 


130 Howto keep the heart patient 
«#ault of many good men to be of haſty 
«1d quick Spicics when provoked ; 


**qhgugh they dare nor concoeke anger 


«jhto maticc, tor har. would b: a noie 


« of wickedneſs, yct arc they very tncident } 
to ſudden a0ger, Which 1s a fign of reaks | 


4 ** meſs. Bez.4 inthe life of Cal- 
Beg. in Vit, © vin obſerves,that he was of 


Cat, p.109. '06 x keen and baſty- Spirits 


Ac; ** and Le that wri.cs the life 
Ito, Canes © of proat Cameron, faith, 
raw. *OTrhathis apger was dfoon 
| &* ſticred towards his near 


&« and familiar friends, but then he would I 


« eafily oppole it, and acknowledge his 
©: weakneſs: alas, when provorations 
* and tryals of our: patichnce*come, we 


*© kcow not whar Spirits we are of, The] 


eighth caſc theretoress this. © 


'$.: Caſe, ' How the trart may be key (' 


werk and patient wader great croſſes and pro- 


- 1+ There are three ſores of anger;narural 


boly, and fofub'anger. (1) Natural, 
which is nothing elſe bur the motion of 
the: irafcible appctite towards . an offen- 


ſive objeR, and «lys in li felf is no'fin, 


They are propaſſions rather than paſſon:; 
whe ufclicities, rather than tbe ſinsof na- 
cure, as Jerome Calls taem : teaſon;(fauh 
we L 


_— 


x . 
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you. Now anger pac: Gnſul wt 


_Plntarch) is the driver, the Soul is the 
{ Chariot, and the two horſes that draw it 
0D 1a all its motions, are the concupiſci- 
ble and iraſcible appetites ; whulſt. cheſe 
are rightly managed by reaſon,they arc 


nat only lawful, but very uſeful to thc” 
| Soul. God would not have us to be ſtu. 


' Pid and inſcnſate, though he would have 
us to be meck and patient :in Eph.4. 26, 


8 He allows the natural motion, but for- 


bids the ſinful ex.:rbirancy. (2) Holy 
anger which is a pure flame, kindled by 
an heavenly (park of love ro God, and 
in Scciprure is called zeal, which is (as 


.one ſaith) the dagger which love draws 


in Gcds quarrel, Such was Loi's againſt 
bhe Sod. mites, and that of Moſer againkit 
the Id.)latrous 1ſraelites, When Servaas 


| condemned Zwinglins for his raſhneſs, 
(his anſwer was, i® al;ss minſnetn ere, in 


bl:ſph.miis in Chriitam, non ita'; in 
cales I will be mild, bur in the cauſe of 
Chriſt not ſo. That which the World 
calls moderation and mildneſs here, is 
in Gods account tup dity and coward- 
lineſs, nei:her of theſe are that which I 
am now pcrſwading you .to keep gor 


' hearts againſt, Bur (3) There is 


paſon,char's the thing whiche ' 
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 wnder provecations t0 anger; gn 


132 . How to keep the beart patient, 


seſtve', and rhac ciuher in meaſure or 


five cavſc,be it more tranſtent or abide» 
ing; yer *tisa fin, and is matter of hu- 
-miliationbefore God, Now the means 
'rO Keep the heart from it under provya- 

cations are theſe. _. # | 
; . I, Means. Get low avd hamblethought: 
of your ſelve:s and then you will have mech 
Spirus,and praceable departments towards 

others. g hb 
The humble is ever the patient man, 


2 {urty ſpirit * bladders blown up with 
wind; will not lye cloſe together : but 
'prick them, and you may pack a thous» 
{and 1n a ſmall room; ealy by pride com- 
&th contention, Proy: 13.10, When wc 


T are unworthily created by others, and 
EE that provokes: and here (by the way) 
F | cake notice of one great benefit of ac- 
quaintance with your own hearts, even 


riſtjan,methinks thou ſhonldſt know 
fo much by thy (elf, ifat* ris impoſſible 
any ſhould lay thee Jower, of have baſlcr 


?ris either Canſeleſs, Matth,s. 22, 0 ex- | 


'rime, exceeding the. yalue of the impul- 


pride isthe root of paſſion, a lofty,wilbe Þ 


over=xate our ſelves, then we think we' 


the meekning and calming of oftr Spirits. 


t rhotights of chee than- thou haR &f” thy ] 
# | {cl Some render the origunal ”"6f thar. 
4 " ® ws of& Tex; | 
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| Soulas will cftend and drive away the 


hi, 


under provecations toangery; 133 
"1ext, Hab,2.y. Thus the prod mango. © 
be that tranſgreſſeth by wine, and drunk- 
ards.you know .arc quarrelſom « Ogct 
more hunulityz and that will bring you 


 F more Ppcace. 


'2,. Means Be often ſweetning Jour ſpi= 
ian Commmien;on with God, and they will 
not eaſily be imbittired with wrath tonards 
Wen. « a 
A quict Conſcience never produced an 
unquict cenv?*rſaiov; che peace of God. 
doth Zex/tvuar rulein the heart, ,aS an 


| Umpirc'in appeaſing ſtrifes, for 0 much 
that word 5 Col. 3:15, 1mports 4 wrath 


and ſtrife are hugely appoſite to the 
frame andtemper- of a (ſpiritual beatt, 


| becauſe inconſifent with the delight and 


contentment of that Dovec-like Spirit » 
which laves a ſedate and quiet breaſt.,*O 
faith a ſoul that fceds upon the © {weet 
communian of the ſpiric, ſhall- the 
{parkles of provoca:ions: now catch in 
my paſſione,8 raiſe ſucha ſmoke ia my 


at under pro-. 
Yoca- 


_ 


134 How to keep the hearg patient, 
provocations, *cis very like his ſoul feeds 
upon ſuch ſweetneſs in God as hes 
Joath to leave : and on the other fide, 
ſecſt thou a Chriſtian turbulent and cla- 
worous, doubrle(s all is not well within : 
his Spirit is like a bone: our of joyat 
which cannot move withouc pain-an 
trouble. 

3, Mea. Get due 4pprebenſton of the evil 
nature aud effefts of ſinful anger : Ira, furor 


brevis, anger is a ſhort madneſs ((aith one) | 


Ira avime febri; ((aith another) anger is 
the feaver of the Sou! : *cis the 1nterreg- 


»we and cclipſe of reaſon , ſaith a 'third.' 


The effcAs of ir alſo alſo are very ſad. 


© (1) It grieves the ſpirit of God, Eph, 4- 30s 


Bamſhes him from thar breaſt in which ir 


' Tapes and tumultuates,God is the God- 
. of Peace ; the preſence and comforts of 


] are only injoyed in a calm : *cs a 
golden note one giyes upon the forecited 
.. Texc, God doth not uſually bleſs with 
peace. of Conſcience, ſuch as make no 
conſcience of peace, (2) It gives adyan- 
rage to the Devil, Epb. 4, 26, 27. Sa- 


and finds no reſt bur in reſft 
lives like che Salammder in 


' fan1s an angry and rſh be: Spirit, 


rits are ina commotion, ſometimes: be 


fills | 


(s hearcs the, 
- :es:of :con-. 
tention, he beſtirs himſelf when the Spi- - 


| 
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wnder proves 

fills the heareWith  revengeful thoughts, 
ſoraRimes he ls the lips, and inflames 
the rongue with undecent language 3 
even a meek Moſes ſomerimes ſpakeun- 
adviſedly with hi lips. (3 Ir diſ-ruces 
the Spirit for duty,upon this account the 
Apoſtle difſwades Husbands and Wives 
trom j:rring carriapes' and Conientions, 


I that (heir prayers be nothindred, 1, Per. 


3. 7. All ats of worſhip muſt be ſuicable 
tothe objec of worlkip : bur God is the 
God of peace,the God of love. (4). Ta 
mentian no More, it diſparages the Chri- 
flian Religion” How would Plate and 
Pythegoras ſhame vs if they were now 
living : Chriſt wasas a Lambfor- meck- 
neſs, and doth it become his followers to 
be like Lions? O keep your | hearts, or 


{| you willart once lo'c, not only your own: 


peace, but the creditof Religion. - + Þ.. 
4+ Mea- Confider bon. ſect 4 thing 11: 
ts a Chriſtian to conquer his corruptions and; 
carry anay th: ſpoils of then. | hb 
He that is ſlow to angey is better thay thi: 
mighty, and that ruleth bu ſpirit » tha 
be that taketh 4, Cuy , Prov. 16. 32, +45 
there any contegt in venting a-Paſſion?; 


how much mIfe in mortiſying it ? when; 
thou comeſſn a calm mood, or ypan a+ 
deach- evicw thy life , bow: com-: 
NAS" Ka be for- 


atlens.to anger... w3s © 


136. How to keep the heart patent, 
fortable then will ir be/$6-refle@ upon 


the conquelisthou haſt get by the ſtart | 


'God over the evil propenſions of thine 
own:hearr ! *twas' a. qpemorable ſaying 
of Va'extiniax'the Emperour, when he 
came to dye: among all my Conqueſts 
(laid he) there is but one that now com- 


torts 'me 3 and being 'asked whatthat I 


was, he an{wered, I have overcome my 


work cnerny, mine own naughty heart, 


1.5, Mea; Share your ſelves by ſernrg 
: befork you theſe eminent. pitiorns that have 
btex moſt excellent for meckneſs. | 


f* 2 Above all; COMPparc yout ſpirits with | 


cheſpirirof Chriſt, Learn of m7: ({aith he) 
for >['amz meck and loxly, Marth. 21. 29. 
Chriſtiwas meek and lowly, but'1 ath 
proud and-paſionare, \, it was the high 
commendation 'of Moſer, Numb.'v2. 3. 
Now the- man Moſes was meek above all 
thee 'rmew- of the Eayih: and this was the man 
that kwew Gel face 10 face, "Tis fa'd of 
Celviy and Ur/+*thatthey both” were of 
chvlerick natures, Nuryer had fo:learned 
thewncekneſs. of Etrilh, as nor *toutter 
one wordtunderthegreateſt provecation 
unbeleemingRelizior;,Whent” read'the 
prettyfotics ofthe: very Heathensy” that 
_ neverhiad the adFantages welibave, how 
t©Pribageric nr; WHRevEr: Thos _ 
EIS: +: B% 4} | | n 
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\'buſh all, by, 


cnder prowacations to anger,  * #37 
been amonfithem in the day , wonld _ 
<nding to cach other this 


' meſſage, The Sn» « almoſt ſet;and thax of 
'Platoto his Scnolat, / xonle beat rhee if [ 
ere £0! Angry, | ESD ayes 


'* When read that lenity and tender» 


neſs Lycargms ſhewed roan infolent tele 
 Jow thar had ſtruck our one of kiseyes 


] am aſhamed ro fce how much Chriſti= 
ans are on:-ſhot by - Heathens : who by 
meer moral arguments and preccpts,had 
thus mcekned their Spir't; and conquer= 
cd their p:fſions: the dim} light of nature 


could teath Seneca to ſay,thayganger will 


'burta ran more than the « 


| 


flir up 2Dger (faith | Solomon) Prov, gs 


Mencc : for 
there is'a certain bound 'n the offence, 
bur I-know not how far mine anger will 
carry mc.;*Tis a ſhame that thete, men. 
who come fo tar behind us in means and 
adyanages,ſhould fo far cur-ſtrip' usja. 
meckneſs and patierice, | | 
' Means. 6, Laſtly, vo1d all irgitating 
occaſions. | te 7E 

He that, will not hcar the Clapper, 


- ruſt not pull the Rope? grievous words 


[| 


Do not only prays andrefoive again 
bur ger af far as YU cantouctth 


of Tt: 5 reve Spiricaz] VAloumrotrun 


R aſa, akd "as Far as Fe can TIP 
Pt het ins 


13$ The heart kept from 
fins way : if you can bur "@v@d anger in 
its farſt riſe, there 1s no grear fear of it 
afterwards;for it is not with this fin as it is 
with other ſins; other fins grow to 
cheir full ſtrength by degrees, their firſt 
motions are the weakeR ; bur this fin is 
born in irs full rengrh,'cis ffrongeſt ar 
fiſt, withſtand it then, and its falls before 


you. Thus learn to keep your hearts: 


when provocations ariſe, 
Seaſon 9, The Ninth Seaſon of exert- 
ing our greateſt diligence, **is the. Cri- 
* tical hour of temptation, wherein Sa- 
«tan laysglols fiege to the Fort-Royal 
© ofa Chriftians heart, and ofcen furs 
« prizes it for want of watchfulneſs ; to 
«Feep thy heart now,is noleſs a Mercy 
© than a duty;few Chriſtians are ſo well 
&« «killed in deteting the fallacies,and re- 
 E©roriing the Arguments by which Sa- 
«tan uſes to draw them to fin, as to 
&© come off ſafe in choſe encounters:Wetch 
© axd Pray (ſaith our Lord) le ye enter 
<« jnto temptation, Mark, 14.38. Even an 
** eminent David. & a wile Solomon have 
<« {marted for their careleſneſs ar ſuch a 
<« rimme as this. The ninth Caſc therefore 

« ſhall be this. 
Caſe 9. Hew,a Chriſtian when "as ly 
ſollicied by the Bevil to ſing may. ke Y, 
; heart 


s | 


jelding 19 fin , 


py 


$ 
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wader flirting tempiations, 139 
beart from yielling to the temptation 7 
Now there are fix ſpecial Arguments 


by which Satan fubtilly infinuates and 


winds in the temptation; in all which 
| ſhall cr thee ſome help for the keep- 


J iog of thy heart, and che firſt is this : 


Arg. 1. The firſt Argument is drawn 
from the pleaſure of fin : O (faith Satan) 
here is pleaſure to be enjoyed ; temp- 
cation comes with a ſmiling counte- 
nance, aindcharming voice : . What, arr 


thou ſo flegmatick and dull a foul , as. 


not to feel the powerful charms of plea» 


f fure? whocan wiith-bo!d hinaſc]t trom 


ſfach delights? 
Now thine heart may be kept from 
tie danger of this temptation, by retort- 


ng this Argument of plcaſure upon the 


Tempter; which is done two waics. 

1. Thou telleſt me Satan that fin 1S 
pleaſant; be ic ſo : but are the gripes of 
Conſcience, and the flames of Hell fo 
ro0? Is it pleaſant to feel the wounds 
and throbs of Conſcience? If fo, Wiy 
did. Petey weep fo birterly, Afatth. 26. 75. 
Why did David cry ext of broken 
bones, Pſal. 51. I hear what thou ſayeſt 


_ of tbe pleaſure of fin, and | bave read 
| What David hath ſaid of the*tcrrible ef+ 
[ ficQs of fin in his Plaim, to bring to-re- 


meme» 


ren ——. 
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| £40 The heart kept fr page's 


membrance, Pal, 38. viel T hive Ar. | 
aud thy Hand preſ. 


rows ſlick faff in me, 
ſeth me ſore, wer. 3. There © no ſolnaveſs 


19: my ſleſh becauſe of thine anger, neuher 


5 there any reſt tu myboues, becauſe of my 


fin : verſe 4. For mize twiquitieg a1E gone 
over wine head as an heavy burthen ; they 
' 4reteo beavy for me: veile 5. My wonnas 
Rink a1d are corrupt, becauſe of my ſeoliſh- 


nec: veile 6. 1 am troubled, I am bowed. 


Goun greatly, [ go monruing all the day longt 
veric 7. 
ſome diſeaſe, and there is vo ſoundneſs in 
wy fſb, verſc 8. 1 am feeble and: ſore 
vroken, Th av: zoared by reaſon of the dife 
quieineſs of my heart. we 94 
Here 1 ſee the trueftace of fin,If I yield 
to thy: temptation, bþ muſt: either feel 


theſe pangs of Conſcience,or the flames. 


of Hell. | 
2. What talkeſt thou of the plca'ure 


of fin; when by expericnce I know 
thereis more true pleaturein the mor i- 
Acation, than canbe in the commiſſion 
of fin. O how {weet 1s it to pleaſe God, 


lding fo fon, . 


—R 


My loins are filled with a loath-"} 


to obey conſcience, to preſcrve' inward 
Peacczto be able to ſay, in this tryal 1 
haves diſcovered the fincerity of my 
heart;now Pknow T fear the Lord), now 
Flee that I rruely hae fin; Harh 55 0 
j » Ez ; uc 


* +» 


in wnder frong temptations. 1g © 
| 7” :. Rr. , «4 
P *[ ſuck delighFaihis > this will choak thas 
of temptation we | 

2 Arge2+ The ſecond Argument is 


ſt] drawn from the ſectehie of fin: O ( ſaith 

& | Saran)this fin will never diſgrace: thee 

”) | abroad; none ſhall know jt, p 

#6 This Argument may be retorted, and 

Fd the heart ſecured rhus : Thou ſaycit,none_ 

'* | ſhall know ot ic;but Satan canſt thou find 

1] ® place void of the Divine Preſence for 

" | metoſinin? Thus Jeb {ccured his heart 

©] fromthis temptation, Fob 31, 4. Doth be 

" | not ſcemy waies, and connt all my eps? 

" | Therefore he makesa Covenant with his 
eyes, ver. I. Afterthe ſame manner $o- 

- lomon teaches us to retort. this tempiati- 
on, Prov.5.20,21. Axd why my Son wilc 
thow be raviſhed with a ſbr as ge Wemap, axd 
embrace the boſom of a flranger> For the 
waes of min are before the eyes of the, Lor 

_ and be pondereth all bis gorge. What if þ 
hide ic from the eyes of all the world fot 

the preſent, I cannot hide ic from-God ; 

/and the.time is at-hand,, when all. the 
World ſhall knew it too; for the '\Word 
aſſurcs rac, Luke 8.17, That what « dong * : 

wow in ſecret, ſballbe:proclarmed as upon the 

| houſe top, Beitdes isnot. my. Conſcience 

as a thouſand witnefles? Do I owe: ho 

| reverence ro-my (clf P could the Heathen 
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' man ſay, twrpe quid elit 
2:me, when thou art renaplgd to: commit 
- fins, fear thy (elt withour any othet wit- 
neſs: and ſhall not I be afraid to fin be- 
fore mine own Conſcience, which al. 


| Waies hath areproof inits mouth, or a 


yea 1:1 11s hand,to record my moſt ſecret {- 
attidns ? ., 14 
Arg. 3. The third Argument by which 
Satan ceinpteih co finzis taken from the 
gain aad profit arifing out of it > Why 
fonice and {crupulous ? *us but firetch 
Conſcience a lictle, and thou mailt make 
thy (clt ; Now is thy opportunicy. 
Tone heart may bekept from falling 
into this dangerous ſaare, by retorting 
the cemptatiou- chus:. But what profic 


' will it beit a man ſhould gain che whole 


'world,and loſe his own loul ? ct what 
ſhilla man give in exchange for his 
joul? £M14.16.26, O my Soul, my pre- 


 ciow ſoul ! ſhall 1 h:izacd thee for all 


the good that isin this world ? There is 
an immorcal ſpitit dwelling in chis fleſh- 
Iy Tabernacle, of: mons value than all 
earthly things, which mult live ro. all c- 
retnity 4 when - this' world ſhall lie- 1a 


 witite aſhes : A ſoul for which: Jeſus 


Chriſt ſhed his precious and inyaſuable | 


| Blood :Twas feac into tis world to pro: F' 


vide | 


fel | . C Ta 
It rivers, ic the care of my . 
t-J bui(as one happily expreſlcs it) with this 
© I difference; a Maſter com! 
l-] mics two thingsro a Scr- Goſpel: G i 
2] vant,the Child and. the - p,3. 
& # Childs cloaths : will the r 

Maſter thank the Servant, if be plead,-I 
ch have kept the cloathy, bat 1 haye neg- 
KJ letedthe life of the Chlild, 
Yy Arg. 4. The fourth Argument is 
h ' drawn los the ſmalln:(s of the ſing Tis 
CF (but a little one,a ſmall matter, arrifle; 

| who ſhould ſtand upon ſuch niceties ? 

| This 7 ara >wadags may be retorted tice 
> | Ways: 
cf - x. Butis the Majcſty of Heaven a a lies 
C | tleone coo? If 1 commir this fio, T-mult 
©} offend. and wrong a great God, Iſs. 40s 
S | 15,16 19,322, 
jo, 2. 15 there any little Hell ro torment 
F 


'Tetle;fianers in ?arc nor the leaſt finners 
' there: filled With the fulneſs of wrathz O 
theres great wrath trealured up for luck 
as the world counts litele finnerp. - - -; 
3. The lefs the fin, the leſs che iduces 
| ment rocomm' it-What,- ſhall I break 
| with God for a rifle? deſtroy my peace," \., 4 
T weund ty conſc;cuce, grieve the' Spirit, © yg" 
- andaltthis for noching } Oh what 5 hl \. ol 
a this ? Pi 62 
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244 The heart keys from gitleing 10 fin, | 


; Arg. Go A fifth Arg urner *: 18 drawn 
from the Grace of God, and hopes of 
pardon:Come,God will paſs by. this as 
an in firmity, he will not'be excream to” 
Foo of OST ho 3 04 $7] 
But ſtay ray heave, 1 TIONS 
1, Where dol find a promiſe of mer- 
. cyto preſumptuous finncers? indeed fot 
- involuntary furpriſals, unavoidable; aid 
- Jamented infiriries, there is a, pardoa 
ofcoarſe; but where is the premiſe to a 
- daring fitner,that{1ns upona. ptelunnpe. 
tion of pardon ?. pauſc a while my ſoul 
upbn char 'Scriptate', Naw. 15.27, 30: | 
" And if a Sonl fn thro»gh ipuorante. then be 
ſhall bring a She-Goat of the firſt year fora 
"Sdx-offering , SC0.But the ſoul that doth onght 
: preſs ptwoufly 5 the'' ſ me reproxebeth the © 
»Lordl,-and 1h3t foul ſhell be cut aff. from a- 


wong bu people. 


Han 2; If GoJ4 be:a Gold of fo michimercy,s 


how tan Tabuſe ſo: good a God? (ſhall I 
take fo glorious aw attribut? as'themers 
cy of God is, andabule it unto fin ? ſhall * 
4 wrong him: becauſe he. is. good$-or 
hot norracherth2 goodneſs 'of God 
lead int to repematice, Km. 2 4:T vere ie 
gnircy with ther, #h:t rhou maiſt (ue ſeare 
et, PEal, I 30. 4+ þ | b Sd 544 ; 
- Arz.6, La'tly 5 S:mctimes Saran in- 


Fs 


Cc 


b 
f 
ti 


1 
' , 


<=. 


4 
-2cOn+ | 
? 2 


Under firong temptations. I45- ; 
courages to finfrom the examples of - - 
of 48929 and holy men, thus, and thus they | 

Jbave fiancd, and bcen reſtored, there- 
to-{fore this may coafilt with grace 3 and 
thou be ſaved nevercheleſs. The danger 
of this temptation is avoided, and the 
-Jhearr ſecured ; by retorting the argument 
th eſe three waies. 
I, Though good men may commit 
a {he ſame fin materially, which I am 
tempted to, yer did ever any good man 
yenture to fin, upon ſuch a ground and 
"y Incouragement as this ? 
- | 2. Did God record theſe examples for 
*- Jmy imication, or for my warning? are 
they not ſet up as ſca-marks,that Imight 
ayoid the rocks upon which they ſplit ? 
1Cor.10, 6. now theſe tvere our examplery 
tothe intent ne ſhould nt luſt after evil 
things 4s they alſo luſted. 
| 3. AmlIwillingrto feel what they felt 
*IPir fin > O Idare not follow them in 
\ Jthe waies of fin ! qn.a meveſt gia terrent * 
Leaſt God plunge me into the deeps of 
horrour, into which he caſt them. 
Thus learn to keep your hearts in the 
hour of temptation to ſin. F | 
10. Seaſon. The tenth ſpecial ſeaſon — 
J*tokeep the heart with all diligence, * : 
[inthe time of ſpiritual darkneſs and. 
| L doubt- 


vs 


* doubting whea it is with the Soul, ad it 
*© was With Paul in his dangerous voy- 
« age, ncicher Sun, nor Moon, nor Star 
&« 2ppcars for many dates : when by rea- 


« (on of the hidings of Gods face, the 


* prevalcncy of corrugtion, and the 'in- 
evidence of grace 3 the foul 1s even 
* ready tO give upall its hopes and com» 
*«forisforloſt; rodraw ſad and deſpe- 
rate concluſions upon ir ſelt ; ro call 
* its former comforts vain deluſions 
\ © ;ts grace Hypocriftic, When the (e- 
© rene and clear Heavens axe overcaſt 
** with dark clouds, yea filled with thun- 


« ders, and horrible tempeſts 3 when | 


* thepoor penſive Soul fics down and 
fe weeps forth this ſad Lamentation,, my 
6 hope ts per. ſhed from the Lord now to 
&« keep the heart from linking in. ſuch a 
© day as this, to enable it ro maintain 
its own {incerity, isa matter of grea 

* difficul:y. The tenth Caſe then will 

& this. 

Caſe 1% Ho» the people of God in dark 
and doubting ſeaſons, may Leep their Learts 
frem entertaining ſuch [.d conrluſions «lowt 
their eftates, as d:ſtroy their peace, aud nf 
them for thetr duty. KS 

There are two general heads, to which 


thz grounds of doubting our Fncerity | 
| - may |} 


— 


146 Deſperate concluſions keps ont, , 
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 1n dark and doubting dates. Tay 24 
may be redyceds (1) Gods carriage to- 
wards the Soul, cither in the time of 1d 
ſome extraordinary affl. Fic, or of forme 
long and ſed deſertion, Or, (2) The ſouls 
I carriage towards God : And here it uſu- 

ally argues agaioſt the truth of its own 
Traces, cither (1) From its rclapſes into 
the ſame fins, from which ir hach fore 
._ | mcrly riſen, with ſhame and (orrow. Or, 
11 (2) From che ſcoſible declinings of its af- 
tetions from God, Cr, (3) From the 
exceſs of the afte&ions rowards cregs 
| Frurc-comforts and cenjoyments. Or,, 
(4) From its enlargements in publick, 
and ofcen ſtraitnings in private duties. 
$ Or, (5) From ſome borrid inje&'ons of 
Satan;with which the ſoul is greatly per- 
o plexcd, Or, Laſtly, from Gods filence, 
a $and ſeeming denial of its long depend- 
1 Jing Suirs and Pcaycrs. 
+ Theſc are the common grounds of 
: hoſe ſad concluſions : Now 1n orderto 

the eſtabliſhment and ſupport of the 
q _—_— condition it wilt be nece(s | 
+ F1ATlYs 

2 Thar you be acquainted with ſome K 
4 | general Truths, which have a, tendency | 

rothe ſettlement of a crembling and 
donbting Soul. ; : | 
-- 4. That you be rightly inſtcuQed- a- 

og L3 bout” 


bout the fore-mentioned Particulars » 
which are the grounds of your doubt- 
10g. 
The general truths requiſite for poor 
doubilng {oulsto be acquainted with , 
are thele 

I. That every working and appearance of 
bypocriſie doth not preſently prove the perſon 
3» whons it is to be an IH 'yprocrite.Y ou muſt 


carctully diſtinguiſh between the preſence | 
and predomimancy of hypocrific : there are / 


remains of deceittulneſs inthe beſthearrs; 
David andPeter had ſad experience ef it, 
yet the ſtanding frame and general bent 


of the heart being upright : it did not. 


denominate them Hypocries. 
2, T hat we ought as well to bear what 


can be ſiid for us, at againſt ms : Ic 1s the 


fin ot upright kearts ſometimes to uſe 
an over ridged, and mercileſs ſeverity 
againſt themſc]ves : they do not 1indift- 


ferently confider the caſe of their own | 


ſouls : it is 12 this caſe as Solomn [peaks 
in another, Prev, 13. 7. There is that 


waketh bimſelf rich, and yet hath nothing ; 


andth:re is that maketh himſelf por, and 
yet h.th great riches. 'Tis the damning fin 
of the {elf-Aatcering Hypocri:e, to make 


| his condiuion better than ir is + and tr 


is the fia and folly of ſome upright 
ones 
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_ | onesto make their condition worſe than 
"| Findcedir is Why ſhould you be-ſuch 
encmies to your own peace? to read 
over the eyidences of Gods loye to your 
 F Souls, asa mandotha Book which he 
f mends to confute ? why do you ſtudy to 
, | find cyaſions, to turn off cheſe comforts 
+ | Which are dueto you? 'ris (aid of Jefeph 
e {bathe was minded ro put away his c- 
. | [pouſed Mary, not knowing that that 
boly thing which was conceived in her, 
* { vas by the holy Gheſt: and this may be 
» | your caſe. Athird rruth is this. | 
. | 3- That many a Saint bath charged and 
condemned himſelf for that, which God will - 
never charge bim with,nor condemn him for. 
$ Why haft chou hardned our hearts from 
| thy fear (ſaith the Church} ſa. 63, 17. 
| Fandyetthe verſe before manifeſts, that 
their hcarts were not ſo hardened : godly 
' | Pradford wrote himſelt an hypocrite, a 
| painted ſepulchre; yet doubtleſs God 
acquitted him of that charge. 
| 4+ Every thing which is a ground of grief 
to the people of God, is not a ſufficient ground 
of queſtioning their ſinceruy. There arc 
many more things to trouble you than 
[there are to ſtumble you : if upon every 
']flipand failing through ioficmity» you 
ſhvu'd queſtion all that ever was 
Ba L 3 wrought 
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wrought upon you, Yonr like muſt be. 
fnade up of donbtings and fears: you can 
never attain a ſettled peace, nor live that 
life of praiſe and thankfulneſs, the Go- 
ſpel calls for. 
$- The S mis not at all times fit topaſ; 
Indgement upon 111 own condition ; To be 
ſure 1n the dark day of deſertion, when {| 
the Soul is benighted ; and in the ſtormy 
day of temptation, when the Soul is in 
a hurry; cis witerly unfit to judge its. 
eſtate: examine your hearts upon your 
beds, and be ſtill, Pſal. 4. This is rather 
a ſcaſon for watching and refiſting, than 
for judgeing and derermining, 
6, That every breach of pe:ce with God, 
$5 not a breach of Covenant with God. : The Þ 
Wife bath many weakneſſes & faillings, F 
Ofren gricyes and diſpleaſes her husband; 
ct in the rain is faithfu!,and truly loves. 
im : chefe faxtings may cauſc him toal-F 
\ ter his carriage, butf\nor to with=draw his 
love,or deny his relation-Retwry O back-} 
 fuding Iſrac] for I am married unio you. | | 
7. Laftly, zhat ever our ſin, or trowble}} 
be, it ſhould rather drive us to God, than © 
from God, Pardon ny fin for it is great, 
Pſah 25. 11. Suppoſc ic be true, that thou 
haſt (o,and fo ſinned, that thou arr thus} 
Jong and ſadly deſerted3 yer *ris a — | 
| a 
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inference, that therefore thou ſhouldeſt 
be diſcouraged, as if there were no help 
for thce in thy Gad, When' you have 
well digeſted theſe ſeven eſtabliſhing 
truths, if Rill the doubt remain, then 
conlider , what may be replyed ta the 
particular grounds of thoſe doubts, As 

I. Youdoubtand are ready to con» 


# cludethe Lord hath no regard or love 


tor your ſouls, b:cauſe of ſome cxtra- 
ordinary afflition which is come upon 
you: buc I would aot have thy foul ſo 


' to conclude till chou be able (atisfaort= 
ly to anſwer thoſe three queſtions, 


1. Quef. If great troubles and affii- 


Rions be marks of Gods hatred, why 


ſhould not impunicy and conſtant pro- 
ſpcrity b= tokens of his love? for contra- 
rioram contraria eſt ratio & conſequentia : 
of contrary things, - there 18 a coumery 
reaſon and conſequence : but is this fo 


' Indeed? or ſaichnot the Scripture quite 
S otherwiſe? Prov, 1. 32. The proſperity 


"' fools deftroy them. So Pſal. 73.5. 4 


"4 
i, 
. 


3. Queſt. Dare I draw the ſame con= 


' clufion upon all others that have been 'as- 
' much yea more affliftcd than my (clf 7 wt 


this argument conclude againſt thee, 

then (o it doth againſt every one 1 thy 

condition ; yea, the Frexter the afl;Aion- 
= 4 of . 
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of any Child' of God hath been, the |. 


more ſtrongly the argumert ftill con- - 
cludes: and then woe to David, Fob, 
Haman, Paul, and all as have been af- 
fliged as they were; We: 
3+ Dacſt, Had God exempted you on= 
Iy from thoſe troubles, which all other 
his people feel, would not that haye been 
a greater groundot doub:ing to youthan 
this ? eſpecially ſince the Scripture ſaith, 
Heb. 12. 8. If ye be without chaſtniugs 
whereof all are part ahers, thes are ye Bas 
ftards, and nit Sons. ; 
© how isour Father put to it by fro- 
ward Children! if he aflits, then one 
cryes he loves me not : if he exempt from 
affliction, others queſtion his loye upon 


that ground. Surely you have other 'F 


work to do under the rod then this. 

2. Ordo you raſhly infer; the Lord. 
bath no love for you, becauſe he hides 
his face from you, that your condition 
is miſcrable, becauſe dark and uncom- 
fortable, before you draw ſuch raſh con- 
elufions, ſee what anſwer you can. give 
tro theſe 4. following queries, | 

I, Quer. If any alt ion of God towards 
b;; people will bear a favourable, as well as 
an harſh and ſevere conſlrudion, why fh.nld 
wot his prop'e interpret it in th: beſt ”Y $ 

n 


deſign of love as well as of hatred in this 
diſpenſation > may henot depart for.a 
ſcaſon, and not: for ever, yea, that he 
might not depart for ever? ycu are nor 
the fiſt that have miſtaken Gods ends 
in deſcrtion, ſa, 49. 14+ Sion ſaid, the 
Lord hath forſaken me.myGod hath forgotten 
me: was ito indced ? nothing leſs vere go | 
can a Mother forget, &e. 

2. Quer, Do jou find the marks of an 
abſolnte, total and fin'l deſertion upon your 
own Spirits, that you are ſo apt to conclude 
yours tobe ſuch? Do you find your hearr 
inclined to forſake God ? have you loſt 
your conſcientious tenderneſs in point of 
{10? if fo, Sad charaCters appear unto you 


F indeed 2 but if inthis dark hour, you are 


as tender of fin a$ ever, as much reſolved 
to cleave to God as ever; I cannot, 1 
will nor forſake God, let him: do what 
he will with me, Qhno, I cannor, It 
your hearts work thus, it can be but a 
partial,limited and remporary deſertion 5 
by this he ſtill keeps his intereſt in your 
heants,a ſure fign he will return and vis 
fit you again. } 

3- Quer. I: ſenſe and fee/mpg 4 compe- 
rent judge of Gods aftions and deſignt. Or 
miy a man ſafely rely upoa its teſtimony, 
MES. acer 


In dark and doubting daies” 1g3 © 
And js not this ſuch may he nct havea T5 
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after {o many diſcoveries of the infallibi. 
liry of it F is this a ſound argument? if 
God had any love for my (ſoul, it it 
were not quite gone, I ſhould feel ir 


now as well asin tormer times 5 but I 


cannat feel it, therefore it's quite gone, 
Do you not know the Sun ſtill keeps 
on his courſe in the Heavens cyen in tull 
and cloſs weather, when you cannor fee 
It? and may itnot be (o w.th the Love'- 
of God ? read Iſa, 50. lo. may I not 
as well conclude in Wincer when the 
flowers have hid their beautiful heads 
under ground, they are quite dead and 
gone, becauſe I cannot find them in De- 
cember, where I ſaw chem in May ? 
4. Qwer.. Think you the Lord cares 
not to break his Childrens hearts, and 
his own promiſe too ? hath he no more 
regard to cither? it he return no more, 
theſe muſt be the conſequents, 1/a. 57, 
16, 19, Heb, 13.5. . | 
Well then, from Gods carriage to- 
wardsyoey,cither in afli&ion or dclerti- 
on no ſuch diſcouraging , heart-ſ1nking 
concluſions can be 1afer'd. Next let us 
ſee” whether they may not be inferr'd 
from our carriage towards God : and 
here the principal grounds of doubting 
are (ach as thele, ; 
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x. Ibavc fallen again into the ſame . 

f10 trom which 1 have formerly riſen - 

with repentance and reſolution,theretare 

- my finning is cuſtomary finning, a ſpor 

: that 15nor the ſpot of Gods- Children : 

. hence the upright ſoul trembles,upon this 

E# : 

7 isready to affirm that all its former 


bumiliations for, and oppoſitions unto 
ſin, were but as of bypoctifie, Bur (tay 
poor trembling heart. 

I. Quer. If this be ſa, how comes it to 
paſs thas Chriſt put ſuch a favourable cone 
| Fruttion npon the Diſciple: ſiceping the third 

trme when be bad as often reproved them: for 

1? Matth,26.4e, 41. And how is it that 

. we find in Scripture ſo many promiſes 
made not only to the firſt fins, but alſo 
to the backſlidings of Gods people, Fer. 

3- 22. Hoſ. 14. 4 a | 
: 2, Qner, T: not your repentance and care 

renued, as often as your guilt is renued? Yea 

the oftner you ſin, the more you are 
troubled} it is not fo in cuſtomray ſin- 
ning, the riſe whereof Ber- | 

nard excellently diſcovers Lid. de (onſe. 

(:!) Caith he) whena man * 

accuſtomed to good, fin- ® 

neth grieyouſly,it ſeems imporcable, yes 
os ſeems to deſcend alive into -Hell.-(3) 
n proceſs of time it {cems not Toms 
Gy 


- oF > 
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ble, but heavy ; and betwixt importable 
and heavy there is no fmall deſceac, 
(3) Next ir becomes light, his conſcicnce 
ſmices bur faintly, and he feels not the 
ſtripes of ir. (4) Thea chere is not only 
atoral inſeoſibleneſs of ir, but that which 
was bitter and diſpleaſing, is now bes» 
come {w:et and plcaſtogin ſome degree. 
(s) Th-n 'cis curned 1nto cuſtom, and 
not only plcaſcs, but daily pleales. Laſt» 
ly, cuſtom is turned into narure, he can- 
not be pall'd away from it ; but defends 
and plcads for it : this 15 cuſtomary fin- 
ning, this is the way of the wicked 5 but 
the quite contrary is our condition, 

3- Der. Are you ſure from Scripture 
grounds that a good man may 1 relapſe 
again aud again inte the ſame fin ? Tis 
truz, as for grolgyins, rhey do-not-uſe _ 
to relapſc into them. David commitred” * 
AJgultery no more, Paxl perſecuted the 
Church no more, Peter denycd Chriſt no 
more; bur I (peak of ordipary infi:mi- 
tics: Fob sfriends were good men, yet 
(faich he) Chap. 19. 3. Theſe tex times 
have ye r:proached me. So then, no (ſuch 
concluſions follow from this firſt ground 


of doubting. 
2. The ſecond ground is, the deciwing 


. and withering of our afſeflions to ſpiritual 
y | things 


ry © C8 


ſtay, 


I had been planced a'right feed, 1 ſhould 


have becnas a green 
wicher, cherefore my root 1s naught. Bur: 


1, Qucr. May you not be mitt aken about 
the decay of grace, and fading of your af= 


fetions > Whar if they be uot ſo quick | 


and raviſhing as at firlt ? may nor that be 
recompenſcd in the ſpirituality and foli- 
dity of thera now? 1, Phl. 9: Ipray God 
your love may abound more and more in all 


jadgment : it may be more ſolid, rhongh 


not ſo ferveress : or do you not miſtake 


by looking forward to what you would 

ra:her then backward to what once 
you were? *tis a good note of Ames 2 
we diſcern the growth of Grace, as. the 
growth of plants, which perceive ra- 
ther creviſſe quam creſcere, to have grown 


than to grow. 


2. 9uer, But grant ic be (o indeed 
as you affirm, muſt it needs follow rhat 
the root of the matter 15 not 1n you ? Da» 


wids laſt waics are diſtinguiſhed from his -- 


firſt, 2 Chrox. 17. 3. and yer both firſtand 
laft, a holy man, The Church cf Ephe> 


* {#5 is charged by Chriſt for leaving her” 


ficlt loye, and yet a goldea Candleſtick, 


live-tree in the | 
houſe of my God : bat my branches 


many © 
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'* - many precious” Saincs -in thr Church 
Revell, 2.2, 3, & 

3. Athird ground of theſe ſad con- 
clufions is, the exceſs of our aftefions 
tolome creature injoyments, I fear I 
love the creature more than God, and 
itſo, my love is but hypocritical. 1 
ſometimes feel ſtronger, and more ſcnſ1- 
ble mo:ions of my hcart to ſome cartbly 
comforts,than I do ro heavenly objcs 2 
therefore my ſoul 1s not uptight in mc. 
Bur ſtay Soy]. - | 

r.*Qact.) May not 4 man love God 
wore ſolidly and ftrougly, th nthe creartare, 
and et bis affeliions to the Creatures be 
ſem:trmes moved more vidlently and ſen> 
 fbly than toward God? as rooted malice 
argues a ſtronger hatred, than a ſudden, 
choagh more violeat paſſion ; ſo we 
muſt meaſure our loye, nor by a violent 
motion of ir, now and than, but by the 
depth of the roor, and conftancy of its 
atings:becauſe David was ſo paſſionate- 
ly moved for ' Ab/olom, Fab concludes 
that if he had lived, and all the people 
dyed; 1t wonld have p caſed bis well, 
2 Sam. 19. 7, but that was argued more 
like a Sonldier than a Logiciane 

(2. 2uer, ) If you indeed love the crea- 

ture for it ſef, if you mate it y ur end, and* 


| religion 


07 2 « 
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religion but a means, theu the congluſiom is  - 
{ rightly draws upon you, Bur if you love. * 3 
= Þ| the creature in reference to Godghandiee LY 
S {| nothiogin itſeparated from him,though 
I | ſometimes your affetions offend in 

exceſs: this is conſiſtent with ſtacere love 
p 


ro God: To love the caeature inordi> 
nately (s. e.) to put ic in Gods room, 
and make it a mans end; this is the love 
of a carnal keart : to love.it immode- 
| ratcly, that is, to ler out more affe&ion 

' to it than we ought, is ſometimes the fin 

\ | of the b{k hearts. 

(3. Qaer.), Have not mitiy Souls feared 
4; 1ondo, that when Chrift and creatare, Ky 
ſhould ſtand as competitors in ſome eminent | 
irzal they ſhowld f-rſake Chrift rather than 
the Creature, and yet when brought to that 
Dilemma have been ab.e to caſt a'l the world 
at their beels for Chriff? Many of the 

' Martyrs had ſuch fears, and thus they 
- wereſati>fied : the prevalency of love is 
beſt (eco ar parting : there may be more 
loye to Chriſt in thy ſoul than thou art 
now aware of ; and if God briog thee © 
ſuch a pinch thou maylt ſce ic, 
4. A fourih ground of theſe ſad con- 
clafions is from hence, that we find our + 
| hearts ſomerimes more ſtraitned 1n pri- 
| Fare, thanin publick duties, Oh ” _ 4 
out _. © 
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Soul wece fincere, irs a&ings in Duty 
would bc uniform. I' fear 1am but a Pha- 
riſce updn this ground : *Tis (ad indeed 
we (hoald at any time find our h:arts 
ſtraitned in privace. Bur, | 
I. Quzr, Dy not all thine inlargrments 
2» duty whuther pub,ick or private, depend 
upon the Sp rit, who is the Lord of influcn- 
cer, and according as he g.uts out, or bolds 
back th. ſe influences, ſvart th 1n/arged or 
ftraitned? And what it ſomeitm:s he 
picaſe to give that in a publick, which he 
wich-holds1n a privare duty, as long as 


thy Soul is ſatisfixd in ncicher without 


Commumon with God, and the ſtrait= 
neſs of thy heart is inJjeed ies burden : 
do.h that argue thee to be an Hypo- 
Crite ? : 

(2. Quer.) Doft thou not make Con- 
ſcience: of private daties, and ſet thy ſelf as 


b f 7: the Lord in them? Indeed; it thou 


live in the conſtant negle&, or careleſs 
performance « f them, if chou art cxricu 
about publick, and care eſs about pri- 
vateduties, thit would be a ſad fign : 
buc when you have conſcientiouſly per- 
formed and often met wich God in them 
it will not follow you are infincerc, 
becauſe thar communion is (omerimes 
inte:ruptcd. Beſides, 


(3: Quer,) | 


a: BY, 7 
ww” fc —m—aw_ wa ll 3 


' In dark and dg 
- (3. Quer.) May there vn; bs 
at ſome times i® publick, wheel ts 

I” 4 private duty, to raiſe and gs LIM 

s #hine affeflions, ys may ſomcimes- make 

aſc of che mehking affeRtions-of them, 

, | with whomthog Þ Reareſt or. raycſt;: as 6 

{ | perry infruments to Move 1005s; 

. | this advantage is wanting .in private : 

. | therefore from benee (the caſe fo fiand- 

- | i0g/n0 luch inference can'be drawn, - - 


5. Another ground is from thoſe bar-" 

rid injeQions of Satan, with which, the 
| | Soul is greatly perplexed 3 by theſe 1 
- | may- ſecs what an heart E have: can 
#race be'where theſe are? 

Yes;grace may be where ſuch thoughts 

0 oh two where they arc lodged + 

conſented to: doftthon cry out un- 
tee che = im cncet thy proteſt in Hea- 
ven againſt them; ſtrive to keep up bo- 
| 1 and reverend thoughts of God? then a 
'u1$ a rape, nor 2 voluntary proftitation..0 - 
6. .The laſt ground of theſe ſad con- 
Colin he. Lords long long Wes od "Be 
eeming 'of our long 
{uirs and: prayers. O if God had any 
regard to my (ou | he would have heard 
| by cries defored now !but Thave noaft © 
 I=r ind him, therefore 00 intereſt. in | {5 EY 
pn Boſe ay ng oe EN > 
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" 24 Quer;) Havenot mitny Saints flum- | 
bled wpon this fone before thee ? Plal. 31. 23, 
7 fad mmybeſt,] am cut off from bifore 
thine ejes : nevertheleſs thou 'beardeſt the | 
wvice of my ſuppticat ron. SO the Church, } 
Tem. 3-4 4--Fhou covereſt thy (cl with JF 
_ acloud,thatour'prayers ſhould not pals 
through, Jozab 2,4, Then faid 1, I am 
caſt-our of thy fight; and «may not you 
»be miſtaken wn this matter as well as 
'{\'2. Duer, ' Though Gods abhorring, 
and final rejcEtivg; prayer. 'be an argu 
 menrof his abhorring the: 'thar 
prayes ; yetdare we conclude 'f&from'a 
 *meer fulpenfion of the nanſlwer?” God 
#w1to bins day and »ight Luke'1 We by '$, 
3. Quer. Can ou deny but 'thas there 
are ſome figns appearing in your *' Souls. even 
xhilft God ſuſpend; hu anſnitr that argue 
1047 propere.are utt vejeied by him? as (i) 
Though noankwer come, yer: you are 
Ri1] reſolved rowair :you »dare :not ſay 
as that prophane w'rerch did, a Kingis. 
33. This evilz« dfahe Lord; by fheald 1]; 
waitfor him any longer. |) You cant |« 
clear and jiſtike God ftill, and lay thei 
reaſon becauſe of. his flere: updn: your | 
felves. - So did David, Plat, 22:2; 3» 'Ofly 
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a, ts -o# 
his 


. dy Ged, I cr7 in the e dey Hines axd.chew 
beareſt net; and iu the night aud, ' amo not 
" nr thou ars boly, (Ke ( 3) The ſu- 
| {pen 10n-of Gods, anwlcr:makes you-n- 
þ *quilitiye i 1gto your an Rearits "what c- 
.x1ls are there that your Prayers; 

the. < Q- 3.8. He ſhuunh 


i leur 1 pr aver : and how doth this work; 
« $7 may {cc v, 40. Let wy (earch. and try - 


af w«les: well then, neighar from- hence 
conclude thac God. hath-.no 
Tr your ſouls, | 

29 thus { haye ſhewn | you, ho! & to 
e:p yopr hearts in a dark and; doubring 
Kalon Itom Y .deſpcrate. c 

ot unetict.” God forbid any. falle heart 

ou murage it.lelt from 


love 


thef ; thi een 15 ur unhappi=. | Cantions 
o Hs 2 wc give Saints. | 

ay a on $ their, - PROPeT. PArtIOnS, char 
re) "I oprone: io take upthe 
re 

ay Redereaub ſpectal ſea- 


oe genes to. 2 Joop: 
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164To keep the heart from bach ſiding, 
085 © warvons for my name ſaket: and T HEN 
{ many be offended. When (ufferings 
&© for Reigion grow hor, then bleſſcd ishe | 
*chat is nor offended in Chriſt;croubles # 
« are then ar an heighr, (2) Whena 
& mans neareſt-friends-and telarions ſoty 

«fake and leave him, 'A4ieb, 7. 55.6 
'©2 Tim. 4. 16. \Whena man's Engaged 
& alone. (2) Whenir-comes to relſifting # 
<* tobloud, Heb.12.4: (3) When tempt | 
« tjonSarepreſened co us in'our { # 
« ings, Heb.11.37, (4) Whet crnincnt 
« perſons of proteſſhon arty aſides and Þ 
& deſert the'caulc of Chriſtya Tim 3, 19. # 
&* (5 ) Whcn God hides his fate in a fut- Þ 
<fering hour, Fer. 17. "v7 (6) Whe ; 
cc Satan falliupon us-i trong tenip, 
< tarions to queſtion the: grqunds of our. 

cc ſufferings,or the Souls intereſt in Chriſt: 
«© Now 'cis hard to keep the heart from 
* turning backand the ſttpy-from deeli- 
*ning Gods waics. Thc. cleycnth ques | 
& ſtion thenſhall be this. ._-**: u 
co 


: 


11, Caſe'-- How the heart. way - bs kep | 
from relapſing nnder the: greateſt Joffcring 
for Religion P i rhebitecrneſs of fv 
at any (ime cauſe thy Sobl to difta : "i 
Way of God and take up thoughts 9 
forſaking it, ſtay thine heart undert 
temptation by proponmiding theſe ei 
gueſtions ſol wy (0 its 1 Oue Hl. 
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i 


3 


| 
on 


"mk et ſufferingsfor chriſt. 


ſhall [ powr upon Chrif and Religion,by  de- 
ſerting bims at ſuch a tume. ad this ? - This 


| tmuchſoeyer I have boaſted of- the Roos 
| miſes,yet. when it comes to the tryal, 
dare hazzard Ps upon che erode. of 
'them:1nd how will this open the mouth 

of Chriſts cn:mics to Blaſpheme ? 0: 
{Þctter had 1 never becn born than that 
F worthy name ſhould be. Blaſphemed 
5 phcough mc{ ſhall Tfurniſh thecriumphbs 
of the uncircumciſed > ſhall I' make 
[mirth i in'Hell> O it Idid bur value the 
gameof Chriſt as much aggnany a Wick» 
Fe man Monger own name ! I would 


US 
Mm 
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2 gd Dare I viel are my Cons 
10 ſave my fleſh> who fall comfort nm: whey 
wnſcience wounds me > Why cormfort is 
4 | in Life, Liberty, or Friends, when 
coistaken away from the inner man? 
Vhen Conſt antizs threarned to cur of 
liz: enxs his right hand if he woald 

ibs- ſomewhat that - was aguinſt 


"165, 
r, Queſt, What repreach and 'd foendur 


will proclaimo all che.world, thathow 


* 4 c ; 


© 9-4 Mis : 
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his'conſcience, he held ip both highands 
coihe Mdltnger that was ſent, Taying, 
heſhaticuc of bath rarher than Lyyill do: 
it : farewel all peace, joy and comfort, 
from that day forwards tiad Zimrs prare 
that flew bu Miter ? (aid Jezebel; (o' 


{ay I here, had Judas peace ? had Spire / 


peace? and ſhall you haye peace it you 
tread in their ſteps? O conſider | what 
youdo! SEES ES 

3. Queſt.. 1s »ot the publick intrefÞ of 
Chriſt and Religion infinite 


, | 
private intereſt of my own &' Tis a famous, | 
paſſage thac of Tereatius Captain to As 
drianche Empggourzbe preſented a p:ti-, 


tion to Adrias that the Chriſtians m 


havea Templeby thernfelves to worlkip 
God,apart from the Arriaws : the Empes' 


rot tor: h's Petition and threw'it away, 


bidding hifm:co ask fomewhar. for» him- 
felf, and ic ſhould be granted 3. but he 
modeſtly gathered up the pieces of his 
Pecirion again;and told hith, If he cond 
wot be beard in Gods cauſe, he wanld' never 
ak any bing for himſelf : Yea,even Toely, 
though an Heathen,could ſay; we 5mmor- 
falitatem quiders contra rew pablicam; he 

ould not accepr evenof immortality it 
ſclf againſt th: Common-wealth. it 


| Ke had more publick, we kvulg! not | 
| haye 


/ 


q ” 
a 


more thau any 
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«4 - 
- 


t 


ww ann OT” Pep D o©TLt oe oe nh —”' 2” 2m oo av on. ys ng. =. 50 It 


—_ 


\ aally Io ſuffering As Chrifh — 
have ſuch cowardly ſpirits: | 
4+ Qu. Did Jeſu Chriſt ſerve =elbr 2 
3 hes for ” ſake be expoſes: him of ro far 
greater ſufferings than can be before we? His - 
iufferings were great indeed, he iufftered 
from all hands,inall his Oficcs,in cyery 
member, \not only in his body, but 
| his Soul ; yeathe luftcrings of his Sonl, 
/ were the | very ſoul of his ſufferings? : 
witneſs 2he bloody (weat in the garden; 
witncls the heari- melting and heaven- 
F tending our-cry vpon the croſs, My Gedz 
[uy God who haſt hou firſaken me? and yet 
The flinched nor, . be exdnrid the Craſs , de 
; hin the ſhame,” Alas ! what are my fſuf- - 
ferings compared with Chriſts ? he hatch 
drunk upall that Vinegar and Gall that 
would make my ſufferings bitter. When 
J onc of the: Martyrs was asked, why he 
was ſo merry at his death ? Oh (aid he ! 
itis b:cauſe the ſoul of Chrig was (o 
heavy at his death : aid Chriſt bear ſuch 
a burden for mg, with unbroken patience 
ang conſtancy? and (hall I ſhrink back 
lor MNOGIENcAany and lighr affliction or 
1M? | 
by 5. Que be wot eterwal life ond the ſafe 
friv of 6 nos pain 2 J{ 1 ſuffer with - 
ings I hall raign with him. O how wil 
mea yenture lite and limb for a fading 
| M 4 crown 
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168 To keep the heart from backſliding | 
Crown (wim through Seas of bloud to a 
Throne? and . will 1 ventute-nothing > | 
ſuffer nothing for the crown of Glory | 
that fadeth not away ? ty dog will fol- 
Jow ny Horſes heels from morning to || 
night,take many a weary ſtep through | 
Sire 'and ditc, rather than leaye me , 
though ar night all he gets by ir is but 
bones and'blows. If my Soul had any 
true greatneſs any ſparks of generofiry | 
in it, how would ic deſpiſe "the ſuffer- 
_ Ingsof the way, for the gloty of the'end! Þ 

bow woald it bteak down all difficultice Þ: 
| before ie, whilſt by an eye of Faith &}- 
fees the forerunner who isalready critred;Þ 

nding as-ic were upon the' walls of | 
Heaven, with tte crown in his. hand, 
ſaying, hethar overcometh ſhall inherit 
all things : come'on then,my Souhtome 
onsthere iseternal life Jaid up for them 
chat by patient continuance ih well dos | 
1ng, ſeek for glory, hondurand immor- | 
bility, Rom.2 To | (1.015 EE 4 
6, Qu. Carl ſoreſily caſt off the ſociety 
and company of the Saints, and g-ve the| 
rig bt Land of fellowſhip to the wickga? How|' 
. can Tpare with ſuch Iovely companians] - 
ac theſe have been ? how often haye 1 
been benefited'by their counſel] ? - Buri 
10.3. how oftch refreſhed, warmed, and] 
TEST > L quick- | 
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guickned by their company ? Eceleſ, 4. 


To, 11. How often have I faſted and 
- prayed with them 2 whbar (weet counſel 


have I raken with them, and gone to 


the houſe of God in company ? and ſhal 
 Inow ſhake hands with them, and ſay, 


farewel all ye Saints for _ eycr, I ſhall 
neycr be among you morezcorne drunk- 
ards,ſwearers,,blaſphemers, perſecutors, 


©» you ffall be my evetlalting companions? 
- Orather let roy Body and Soul be rent 


alunder,chari that ever I ſhould ſay thus 


tothe excellent of the earth, in whom 
þ 3h, 1$ alfmy delighr. , 6 , 


"* Queſt. *7. Have 7 ſeriouſly conſidered the 
terrible” * Scripture Commuzations again 

buck, ſliders }O' my heart ! dareſt thou 
turn back upon the vety points-of ſuch 
chreatnings as theſe? Fer. 5, 6. Thus 
faith the Lord, curſed bethe mantbat truft= 
th i» mang'and maketh fleſh his are; and 
whoſe heart daparteth from the Lord, for be 
[hall be like the Heath inthe D:ſart,and (hl 
10: ſee when good ermab, (1, e.)the enrſe of 
God ſhall wither him yoot aud braxch : And 
Heb. 14. 26, 27. If we fie wilſu'ly after 
we have received the hnowledge of the truth, 
there remaineth no more ſacrifice f.r nt, 


bat a certain ſearſul looking for of Jwnages 


wenty and fiery i-dignaiicn nhich ſhall d&- bh 


ver 


s | $70 To keep the beart from backſliding | 
war the: adverſaries : And again, yerſc 
3k. "Bf any man drew beck, my ſon! ſhall 
298 0. pleaſare in him: as if he ſhould ſay 
eake biz World, take bins Devil for your 
ews, have no delight in him, O who 
dare draw back, when God hath hedged 
up.the way With (uch terrible threars as 
—_-. | 
Oueſt, 8, Can [ look Chriſt in the face at 
the day of Judgment, if 1 deſert hive 
wow ? | | 


He: that ts :fhamed of m:,aud of my words, 


Su this adnltcrou and ſinful Generation, of + 


biz (bill the Son of man b: iſhamed, when © 
be comb in the glory of by Father nuth the 
beiy Angels, Muck 8, 38, Yet a: little 
while, and you ſhall (ec the ſign of the 
Son of Man coming in the cloudsof hea- 
vca with Power and great Glory :. the 
att Trump ſhall ſound, the dead, both 
ſmall and great,cvco all that ficep in the 
duſt ſhall awake,and come; before thar 
ar whice Thronc,on which'Chriſt ſhal 
1. 12 that day. And now do but 1magine 
thon fawelt _ > 5/49 knees, and 
aivering lips of guilcy ſinners; imagine 
a heardeſt the creadful 306m Avg of 
the Judge up2n them, Ge ye curſed, &e. 
- and then a cry, tac weeping , Wap» 
© 10g, and wrihging of hands, thay _ 
A 


ſhall be : wouldft thou deſert Chriſt now 
| to prorra& a poor miſerable life 'on 
4 arch? Ifthe Wor of God be rue, if 
the ſayings of Chriſt be ſealed and' tairh- 
fol, this ſhall be the portion of the Apo- 
ſtare : *Tis an eaſy thing' to ſtop the 
moutl of conſcience now, bur will it be 
caly ro ſtop the mouth'of the Judge 
then ? thus keep thy heart that 5: depare 
net from the living God. | 
Seaſ.12, The twelfth ſeaſon of looks 
ing diligen:ly co our hearts,and keeping 


 chemwith greateſt care, is the time of 


fickafs: ©When a Child of God draws 
«© cjigh to ereroity ; when there are bur 
*afew ſands morcin the upper parr of 
© hjs Glafsrorun down ; Now Satan bu- 
- © fly beſtirs himſelf : of him ir may be 
& ſaid, as of the natural Serpent,mn»quem 
© iſt moriens pro{uc'tur in longum ; he is 
© never (cen at bis full length cilt dying: - 
* 4nd now his great defigo, ſince he 
| cannot winthe Soul from God is ro _ 
« difcourage,ard make it unwilling ro 
« goto God : though the” gracious Toul 
*< wich Je:ob, ſhould chen rouſe up it elf 
. « upon a dying bed, ard rejoyce that the. 
* marriage day of the Lambis now al- 
© moſt come ; tough it ſhould then ſay 
* with dylog Auſtin: Vivere renuo wt 
| | Cirifto 
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172 Howtoencourage the heart 


© Chrifto view, ] deſpiſe. life ro be with 
** Chriſt. Or as dying Milizs, when ont 
«© 2;ked him whether be were willing to 
* dyc? O ſaid he! 1liws of nolle w 
* qu; nolit 578 4d Chriftum;lechim be une 
&% willing to dye, who is unwilling to go 
' *o0 Chriſt. Bur O ! what ſbrinking from 
«*Jeath? Whar loathneſs to depart ; 
** may ſomerimes (indeed too frequent- 
” «13 be obſerycd in the p:ople of God ? 
* How loath are ſom: of them to take 
* Death by the cold hand? If ſuch a li- 
< berty were indulged to us,-notto be 
* Jiffolved till we diſlolve our fclves ; 
© when ſhould we (ay, wich S,Panl, { de- 
«& Sr: tobe diſſolved? Well then, the laſt 
* Caſc ſhall be this : 
Calc 12, How the peop's of Geli ws times 
of y fekoefe way get their bearts looſe from 
al carthly engagements and porſw ate therms 
into 4 willingraſe s (0 de, 
And there are ſeven arguments which 
(hall urge uppn the people of God at 
ſuch a time as this,to make them cheat- 
tully eatcrraio the Mefſengersof Death » 
and dye ag well as live like yaints ; and 
_ farlt is NG. 
. Argu. Firſt the hermleſreſ of death 
1s 6 peaple of God, , Though it keeps its 


drt, it hath loſt irs ſting: a Sainr (to 
allude 


_— AM 
- . 


"AP. W.,.t wn. oO &Q B* 


| * be thy death, as long as thou, knoweſt 
that thedeath of Chriſt, is the death of 
death z indeed,if.thou digft dye in thy 
 ſins,as Feb.$.21. Ifdeathas a King did 


kcrence betwixt death to the People 'of 


the Cochatrices dex, Death is the Cocka- 


' trice,orAſpe;the grayeis his hole ordems 


a. Saint need Mot © fear to pur his Hand 
boldly into it': it harh lefc and loſt irs 
ſting in the ſides of Chrift;'1 Cer."r5. 55. 
O Death twhere is thy f ing, Why art thou 
affraid? O Saint9 that oo ry 


reign over thee, Row. 5.14. if ir could 


' feed uponthce as the Lyon doth upon 


the prey be hath taken, as Pf4l.q9. 14. 


Tf Hell fo/loxed the pale birſe as it ty, Rev. 


6, 8. Then thou mightcſt well Rartle 
and (brink back from it ; þut' when God 
hath put away thy fins from'thee, as far 
a the Eaſt is from ihe Weſt, Pſal,103, 12, 


As longasthere is no other cvil lefe in 


death, or thee to encounter with, 'buc 


' bodily pain : ar long as the Sctiprures 


repreſent it to thee under ſuch, harmleſs 
and caſte-notions,/as che purting off thy 


'Cloaths, 2 Cor. 3.2. And lying dywn to 


ſlrep upon thy bed, Tſa.5 5.2. Why ſhould- 
et thou be afraid ?here is as much gif- 


* 
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* allade to thar, fa, rt. 8:JMay' play wpen 
- the hole of this «Aſpe, and put bis hand unto 
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_ Gad,and athers;as berwixe the Vnicerss | 
hora when it.is upon the head of thar 
fierce bcaft, and when ic 18 177 the Aporhe. 

_ e«rigs Shop;where it is mage {alubrijous 
and medicinal. -. | 

Arg. 2. Thy b:art may be kept from 

Brrinkjng back at ſuch a time at this, by 
conſidexing the neceſſity of death ;.4n order 10 
the ſall fryitionof God, , * 
- Whether thouart willing to dyc or 


a 


no, I aflyre thee there isno ocher way 
to obtain; the full ſatisfaftian of thy 
Soul, and compleat irs. bappineſs , till 
the hand of death doche: tbe kind office 
to draw aſide the Curtain of Fleſh, thy 
Soul cannort.ſece God. : chis animal Lite 
ſtands betwixthim and thee, 2 Cor. 5,6. 
Whilſt we gre at bom in the bedy, we are 
abſent from the Lord, Thy body muſt be 
refined and caft into anew mould, clſc 
thac new wine of heavenly Glory would 
break.it, Paulin his bigheft rapture, 2 Cor- 
12-4;when he heard things unurterables 
was then bur as a ſtander by,a looker.on 
not.admictced into the company, as qne 
of rhem Fbur as the Angels arc io qur 
aflemblics, ſo. was Pan in-that gloriqus 
allembly above,and oo; atherwiſe ; and 
yer eyenfor this he muſt as ic: were be 
taken out of the body, uncloarhed logs 
Ittle 


W agcinf the King 'of teers., "iy 

| Ittle rigac;to have agliampſe of chat glo= — ©: 

ry, and then put on his cloaths again. 

Ochen! Who would not be' willing to 

«| dJycfor a full fight and enjoyment of 

God? Methinks. thy Soul ſhould look 

, | and figh likea Priſoner through the 

' *Grates of this Mortality ; O that T1: had 

wings like a Dove, then nould T' fly away, 

ad be at riff : Moſt men need'patience 
to dic ,buta Saint that underſtands whac 
death admits him tos ſhould rather need 

' Patiencetro live » merthinks he ſhould of- .N 

_ ten lookout and liſten: on a death bed VEEY 
for bis Lords coming ; and when te re ' 
ceives [the news of his approaching 
change.ſhould (ay; T he voice of my Be- 

| loved, brhold he cometh leaping over the 

Aountans, thipping averthe Hills, Cant. 
Arg..3- Another Argument perſwadiny 

to this Viiioemſe is the immediate Jarebk. 

. ſion of a more excellent and glorious life.” -- 

'Tis buc wink, and you fthallſee+ Gog*: 

. youthappineſs ſhall not be deferred till 
the ReſurreQRion : bur as ſoon as the bg: 
dy is dead, the graciousſoul 15'{walloiw- 
cd up inlife, Rew.'$. 10, 1x. When 
once you have looſed from' this fhorein 

' | -a few moments, your ſouls will be-wafc- 
. edover uponthe wings of Angels'to us 

ner 
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- other ſhore of a glorigus cternicy- Phil, 
1.23. 1 defire to be diſſoived and tobe with 
Cbrift : Did the Soul and Body. dyc co- 


ether, as Beril/*« taught? or did they 
.. Neeptill che ReſurreRion as others have 
- groundlefly fancied ? It had beenia mad- 
neſs for Pewlto deſire a difſolition for 
the enjoyment of Chriſt, For -if . this 
wore ſo,he enjoyed more of Chriſt whilſt 
is Soul dyclt inits fleſhly Tabernacle, 
than he ſhould our ef it; LESS 
_  *Thereare but two waies of the Souls 
living,known in Scripture. viz- the life 
of faith, and the life of vi/ion, x Cor, 5. 5, 
thoſe ewo divide all time both preſent 
and future berwixt them,-x Cor, 13. x2: 
It when Faith fails, Sight ſhould nor im- 
mediatcly ſucceed, what ſhould become” 
of che unbodied Soul > bur bleſſed be 
God, this great Ow (gr truth 
is evidently revealed in Scriprutt, Lake 
23.43- you bave Chriſts promiſe Tobx 
14.3. 1 will! come and receive you to my ſelf, 


- 
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O what a change will afew moments. 


, make upon your condition ! roufe rp 
dying Saint, when chy Sou] is come out 
alitcle farther ; when « ſhall ſtand like 
Abraham in its tent door, the Angeisof 
God ſhallſoon be with it: the Souls of 
the ele& ate as't were pur out to the "a - 
ge18' 
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eels co nurſe, and when they dye, theſe 
Anzels carry them home again to their 
Fathers hole : if an Angel where cauſed” 
to fly ſwiftly to bring a Saint the anſwer 
of his prayer, Dax. 9. 21- How much 
more will the Angels come poſt from 
H-aven to receive and transfer the pray= 
12g Soul it ſelf ? 

4, Arg. Father, It may much conduce 
to thy will ugn:ſsto aye, 10 conſpder ;, that by 
death God oft:mtimes bid:s his people ont of 
the way of all temp'ations and troubles upon 
earth, Rev.14. 13. Wrue, from henceforth 
b efſed are the dead that djze in the' Loyd. 
'Tis Gods uu3l way, when forne extras 
ordinary calamities'are coming © upon 
the world, to ſer his people out of harms 
Way beforehan3, Tſa.5 7. 1. Mercifut min 
are tabew axay from the evil to erm, So 
Mich. 7. 1, 2, When ſuch ancevil time 
comes as is there deſcribed : That they all 
lie in wait for blrod, and every man bumi 
his brother w th ane: : before that; God by 


"Jan a of favour houſes his people before 
{ hand, doſt thou know wha: evil may be 


in the catth, which thou art ſo loath to 


: ]leave?chy God removes thee for thy great 


advantage, thau art dilbanded by death, 
and called off the field ; pther poor Saints 


muſt ſtand coir, and endure a great fight. 


ef afflictions, N "Tis 


178 Howto encturage the heart 
'Tis obſerved that 47:rhuſala dyed the 
very year. before the flood, Anguftin a 
lictle before the ſacking of H ppo ; Paren: 
jaſt before the taking of Heidelberg : Lu- 
aber obſerves that ail the Apoſtles dyed 
before che deſtruftion of Feruſalem : and 
Lu:ber himſelt betore the wars brake ouc 
in Gerwav7.: it may be the Lord feces thy 
tender heart cannot endureto {ce the mi- 
ſery,. or þcar the temptations that arc 
comings and therefore will now gather 
theerochy grave 1n peace, and yet wilt 
thou cry,\© Ipaye mca little longer ? 
" . $- Argelf et thy heart hang back con« 
| fraer the grew. advantage Jon will bave ly 
death, abave a:l that ruer nou enioved on | 
earths" Aud that (s) Asto your com- 
munion-wich God. ( 2.) Asto yout cam- 
muUtgn,with Saints. -- 4.4 
' x. For your communion with God, 
thecime. gf perieting that is now come; 
thy Soul. ſhall ſhortly Rand before the 
faceof God, and have. the immediate 
emanations and beamings forth of bis 
glory upon ic; here thy ſoul ts remote 
ftrom\ap9g, the beams of his glory ſtrike: 
x butobliquely aud fecbly, bur ſhortly. 
ic will be under the line; and there che: 
Sun ſhall ſtand MIl as ic did in _Grleen, 
thre ſhall be no 6IQudings, nor d<eline> | 
ings | 
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ings of it. O how ſhould chis wrap thy 


Soul with deſires of b:iug uncloathed, 
2, As for the injoyment of Saints, 
here indeed we have fcllowſhip with 
therp of the lower form ; but that fel- 
lowſbip is ſo difſweetned by remaining 
corruptions, that there is no ſatisfaCtion 
init : asIt is the greateſt plague that 
can b. fall an Hypocrice to live 10 a pure 
Church, ſo *cisthe greateſt vexation to 
the Spiric of a S1int to live in a corrupt 
and diſordered Church - Burt when death 
hath admitted you into that glerious 
aſlſemb!y of che Spirits of juſt men made 
perfeR, you ſhall have the defire of your 
hearts : here you cannot fully clote one 


with anather, yca, you canaot fally 


cloſe with your own ſouls: O what dif- 
cords, jarrings, cenurings, are here ? 
what perfc& bleſſed harmony there ? 
in H:aven each Saint loves another as 


himſelf, they are altogether lovely. O 
my Soul baſte thee away fromthe Lyons 
dens, from the Mountains of Bether ; 
from divided Saints}, to thoſe Meua- 
taias of Mycrbe; amd hill of Frankia- 
lence ; thou art now going tothine own 
people, as the Apoſtles paraſe imports, 
2 Cor, 5, 8 

1:6. Arg. Ifall _ will not dog C:u- 

| . | 
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189 How to encouroge the Heart 
ler what h:avy burdens de:th will eaſe thy 
ſhoulders of. 

In this Tabernacle we groan, being 
bord: ned. (1) With budily diſtempers, 
bow true do we find that of T heophraſies, 
the Soul pays a dear rent for the tene- 
ment ic row lives in * but glorified by 
dics ae Clogged with no indiſpofitions, 
death is the bcſt Phy/iciav,it will core thee. 
of all diſea(cs at once. (2) With the in- 
dwelling of ſin, this makes us groan from 
the very bowels, Roms. 7,24. Bnt he that 
15 dead 1s free from: ſis, Rom, 6, 7, Hath 
Juſtihcaion deſtroyed i s damning power, 
a d (anctification ics R igeing Power ? 
{ſo g or1fication deſtroys its very being 
ard cxiſtence,(3)We groan under terp- 
tations h:re, bur as {oon as we are out | 
o' the body, we are out of the reach of 
remptztion : when on'e thow arc gor 1n- 
to Heiven , thou maiſt ſay, now S-t » 
I am there where thou canſt not come : 
frasthe damned in H:]l are 2:49 obfore. 
mats; (0 fixed in fin and miſery that their 
condition cannot be altred, {o glori- 
fied Sairts are bong confirmats, lo fixed 
in holineſs and glory that they cannot 
be ſhaken. (4) Here we groan under 
various croubles and affi; ions, bur then 
the daics of our mourning atc ma 

apts | God | 
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God ſhall wipe away all tears from our 
eyes: Othea! ler us haſt away that we 
may be at reſt, 

» Ag. It ſtill chou linger like Lot 5 
S dom, then laſtly examine all the pleas 
and pretence! for a longer time on carth. 
\Viy att chou unwilling to dye ? 

1.06eft. Olbave many relations 18 
the World, I know nve what will be 
come of them when Iam gone. 

Sol. 1. It thou arr troubled about their 
bodies and ourward condition, why 
ſhould nut that werd ſatizfi: thee, Jer. 
29. 11, Leave thy father. eſt chi drento me, 
I will keepthem a tie, andles thy Widows 
tru} in me, Luther in his laft Will and Tes * 
{taiment hath this expreſſion, Lord, thou” 
haſt g.ven me Wite and Children, [ have 
nothing to leave them, bur 1 commir. 
them unto thee. O Father of the Fathers 
leſs and judge of Widows, »nutrs, ſerva, 
dece, nouritb, k:ep and teach them 3: or 
art thou truobled for their ſouls? thou 
canlt not c2nvere them if thou ſhouldit: 
live, and God can make thy prayers and. 
couſcls to live and take ,piace upon 
them when thou arc dad; 

3. Objef. I would tain live to do God 
So, Well, but it be haye no more 
N 3 ; ſervice. 


- 182 Objettions anſwered. 
vice for thee to do here, why ſhouldſt 
thou not ſay with David : if he bave no 
delight to uſe me any farther, here am 1 
let him do what ſcemeth him good : in 
chis world thou haſt nomore to do, bar 
he is caL.ing thee toan higher ſervice and 
imploymear in Heaven 3 and what thou 
would(t do for him here, he can do thar 
by other hands. | 

3- Obj, I am not yet-fully ready, I 
am not ata Bride aompleaily adorned 
for the Bridegroom. - 

Sol. 1. Thy juſtification 1s compleat 
alrcady, though thy ſanCtification be not 

; and the way to make it (01s to dye, 
for till then, it will have its defets and 
wants. | 

4+ 0bj. ObutT want aſſurance, if I 
had that) I could «ye preſently ! 

Sol. 1. Yea, there it ſticks indeed; but 
then conſider, that an hearty willingneſs 
to Icaye all the world to be freed from 
{1n, and be with God, is the next way to 
that defired aſſurance : no caraal pcrion 
was evcrwilling to die upon this ground. 

And thus I have finiſhed thoſe caſes 
which ſo neerly concern the people of 
God, in the ſeveral condicions of their 
life, and rtanght them how co Keep their 
hearts in all, I ſhall next apply rhe 
wade; -. 1,ſe 


"1 tofer.much lf lebowr, eh 


I. Uſe of Information.” 


X 7 OU have rar} that the keeping 
of ths heatt is the great workof a 
Chriſtian in which the very foul and 
lite of Religion conſiſts, and without 
which all o:her duties are of no value 
with God : hence then I ſhall Inter to the 
conſternation of hypocritics , and: formal 
Protefſors. | 
t. That the pains and labour 1 which many 
prrſons have taken in religion, is but loſt tar 
bour, and pin: to no purpoſe, ſuch a will. 
rever turn to Accolint. ) 6,14 ads 
Many great ſervices hive been perfors 
med, many glorious works are wrought 
| by men, which yet are utrerly rejected 
by God and ſhall never ſtand vp2R re- 
cord in orderto an _ 4Tcep!: ation, 
becauſe they took no heed to keep theit 
heares wich God in thoſe _dutics * this is- 
that fatal rock upon which thouſands of 
vain profeſſors ſplir themſelves etctnally, 
they are curious about the exrernals of 
Religion, bur regardleſs of their hearts. 
© how many hours have ſome -Profteſ- 
ſors fpenc in hearing, praying; rcadivg, 
conferring ? and ycr as tothe marr end 
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of Religion,as guod they had fate. ſtill 
and done.: notmog, for all this ſignifies 
nothing, the great work, I mcan heart 
work; being all the. while neglected : 
cell me thou vain Profcil»r, whea did(t 
thon ſhed a tear for the deadneſs, hard- 
neſs, unbelicf,or carthlineſs of chy heart ? 
thinkeſt thou, ſuch an eaſtereiigion can 
{aye thee > it ſo, we may 1avert Chriſts ' 
words, and (ay, w.de is the gatc, and 
broad 1s the way that leadeth to lifc; and 
many there be that go 1a thereat;hear me 
thou ſcit-deluding hypocrite, thuu that 
haſt put offGodwith heartleſs durys,thou 
that baſt a&cd in religion as if thou hadl(t 
becn bleſſing an Idol, that could not 
ſearch and ditcover ihy heart : thou that 
haſt offered ro God bur the skin. of the 
ſacrifice, not the marrow, far, andin- 
wards of it ; how wilt thou abide the 
coming of the Lord? how wilt thou hold 
upthy head before him when be ſhall 
ſay, O thou difſembling falſe-heaitcd 
man? how could(t thcu profes Religior?, 
with what jacc couldſt rizonſo often tcl 
me, thou lovedft me, when thou knew- 
cſt all che while in thize own conſcience, 
thatthine heate was not wirh m.? O 
tremble to think, whar a fearful judge- 
MET 1T 13 to be giyen oYct to a þiedle 4 
an 


ſo uncemfortably. 
ad careleis hcart - and then to huye 
religious dutics inſtcad of a raul to 
quict and {tii] the Co.:;{cience ! 

2+ Hence I al{o uifer for the humilia- 
4:i0u Even of uptight hearts, 1hat waleſs 
the people of God ſper.d more time and pains 
«bout the.r bearts than generally and ordi= 
#.:rily they do, they are never like to do God 
muth [erv.ce,or le owners of much comſors 
in this orld, | 

I may ſay of that Chriſtian that is 
rem.(3 and c.releſs1n keeping his bearr, 
a3 Facob(.aid of Ren'en, Tiow ſhalt not cx- 
cel : It grieves me to {ce how many Chri- 
(tans there are thar go up ad down 
cEjeacd and complaining that live at a 
poot low rate ; both of ſcivice arid com- 
tort, and how can they cxpect it ſhonld 
be oihierwite as long as tht y live at ſuctr 
a carcleſs rate. p VO bow little of their 
time is ſpent in the cloſer, ia ſearching, 
har bling and quickeaing the:r hear.s > 

Youſay, your hearts are dead; and 
do you wonder they a e (o as lopg as 
you keep them not with the Fountain 
of lite ? if your bodics had been dicted as 
your Souls have been, they would have 
bccn dead coo 5$ rever expect berter 
hearts til] .you take more pains with 
them ; qui ferg't molam, ſwgit A_ 
| c 
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126 Why $ aints walk 
he that will not have the ſwear, muſt nor 
expe the ſweet of Religion. | 

O Chrittians ! 1 fear your zeal and 
ſirength bath run inthe wrong channel : 
I fcar moſt of us may take up the Chur- 
ches cemnplaint, Carr, I. 6. They bave 


made we the Keeper of the Vinezards, but 


wine own V incyard have 1 not kept. Two 
things have caten up the time and 
ſtrength of the profeſſors of this Genera- 
tion,and (adly diverted them from heart 
work. (1.) Fruicleſs controverſies Darted 
by Sathan, I doubt noc to this very pur- 
pole, co take us cf from practical god- 
lineſs,to make us puzz'c our heads, when 
we ſhoald be ſearching our he rt1.O how 
lictle have we minded that of the Apo- 
ſtle, Feb. 13.9. 'Tis agood thing that the 
heart be eft abliſhed with grace, and vet with 
meats * (4.6. ) with diſputes and contro- 
verſes about meats, nhich have not proe 
fred them that hage been occupied therein. 

O how much bexcter is it to fce men 
live exallly,than to hear them diſpute ſubs 
ly theſe unfruittul queſtions, bow 
have they rendred the Churches ? waſted 
time and ſpirits, and called Chriſtians off 
from their main buſineſs, from looking 
totheir own vineyard > what think you 


Sirs 2 bad ic not beca better 1} the que- 
tOns 


ſo uncomfortably. 
ſtions ventilated among the People of 
God of late daies, had been ſuch as theſe? 
how ſhall a man diſcern the (pecial,from 
the cemmon operations cf the Spirit 2 


how may a Soul diſcern its firſt decline- 
ings from God 2 how may a backſliding 


1 Chriſtian recover his fiſt love? how 


may the heart be preſerved from unſea= 
ſonable tFoughtsin duty ? how may a 
boſom ſin be diſcovered and motti- 
fied, &c. would nor this have t:nded 
rorc to the credit of religion, and com» 
fort of your ſouls? O "is me to re» 
pen, and be aſhamed of this folly ! when. 
I read what Szarez a P apiſt (aid , who 
wrote many Temes of diſputa 1ons, that 
he priſcd the time he ſer apart tor the 
ſearching and cxaminirg c# his heart, 
in reference to Gcd, above all the time 
that cyer he ſperit in ctker ſtudies +: 1 am 
aſhamed ro find the profc{icrs of this age 
yct inſenfible of their foliy : ſhall the 


Confcience of a Suarez fcel a relenting 


pans for ſtrergthavdiime(o i!] imploy- 
ed ? and ſhall not yeu:rs ? this 15 ir your 
Miniſters.long ſince warned you of ; 
your (piritual Nurſes were afraid of the 
rickets when they (aw your heads ons 
t@ grow, and your hearts to wither. 


' When will God bear: our Swords intq 


plow- 
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plowſhares !,] mcay our diſputes ard 
contentions , int-> Praftical godlinels, 
(3) Another cauſe of neglkEing our 
heatt hath bcen carchly incumbrancgs ; 
che heads and hearts of many have byx 
fiiled with ſuch a ccowd and noiſe of 
worldly buſtacſs, that they have ſadly. 
and ſenſibly declined and w.thered in 
their zeal, love and dclight in God, in 
theic heavenly, ferivus, and profiiavle 
way of conycrfing with man, 

O how bath this wildcrnets intangled 
us ! our diſcourſes and cont e.cnſes, nay 
our very prayers and dutics have a tang 
of it: we havc had ſo muci work with- 
ouc doors, that we havebecnable ro do 
buc lictle within. Ic 'was the ſad com- 

plaint of an holy one, O 

Mr. Strong, ſaith he ! *cis (ad to think, 
how many precluus OpPpore 

tunicies I haye loſt ? how many (weet 
motions, and admonitions of the Spirit 
] have poſted over urfruiitally, and 
mad: the Lord to (peak in vain, 1n the 
ſecret illapſes of his Spiric? the Lord hath 
eall'd upon me,but my worldly thoughts | 
d1J ſtill lodge wichin me, and there was 
no place in my heart for ſuch calls of 
God ! ſurcly there is a way of injoying ' 
God,cyca our worldly I | F | 
24d 


God would never have put us upon 


fo nnfruifully. | 185 
them to our loſs, Ezoch walked with 
GoJ1,and begat Sons andDaughters,Gen, 
5.19. He walked wich God, but did 


& | &occetire and ſeparate himſclt from the 


. thedialQ of [Chriftianity, and can talk 


things of this lite : and che Angels that 
are imployed by Chriſt in ths things of 
this werld (for the Spiric of the Jiving 
creatures is in the wheels) rhey are finite 
creatures, and cannot be in a twa-fold 
wbjar one time, Yet they loſe nothing 
of the beac'ficial viſion, all the time of 
tl e radminiſtration, for Mr. 1g. lo. 
their Angels (:ven whilſt they were ime 
ployed for them) Beheld the face of their 


' father nhich is in Heavew. We need not 


loſe our viſions by cur imploymenrs, it 
the fault were not our own : alaſs! char 
ever Cſt.iftians who ſtand at the door 
of eternity, and have more work upon 
their hands then this poor momenr of 
interpeſing time is ſufficient for, ſhould 
yet b: filling both our heads and hearts 
with trifles, | 
3. Hencealſo 1 i-fer for the awakening 
of all that ﬀ the keeping 0: the htart be the 
great work of a Chriſtian, then there are bus 
few real Chriſtians in the world, 
- Indeed, if every one that bath learned 


| ke 
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like a Saint, if every one that hath gifts 
andparts, and by the common aflitting 
preſence of the Spirit can preach, pray, 
or diſcourſe like a Chriſtian in a word, 
it ſuch as afl ciare rhem'elves with rhe 
people of God, and delight in o dinan- 

£5, might paſs for Chriſtian's, the num- 
ber then is grea:, | 
Bar alas ! to what a ſmall number will 
they ſhrink, it you judge chem by this 
rule ! how ſew ate there, that make 
Conſcience of keeping their hearts, 
watching their thoughts, judging their 
ends, &c. O there be but few cloſer-men 
among profeſſors ! *us tar cafier for men 
ro be reconcil-d to any duties in relipion 
then tothele: the propnane pare of the 
worlj w:1l not ſo much as. touch with 
the out- ſide of :cligious ditzics, much leſs 
to this? and for the hyp tire though be 
be polite and curious about thoſe ex- 
' txrnals, yer you can never per{wade him 
to this inward work, this difhcule work : 
this work ro which there 1s no 1induce-. 
mea by humane applauſe, this work 
that would quickly diſcover wit the 
hyp >crite cares not to k1ow) fo that by 
a gencral conſent, this heart-work is leſt 
to the hands-of-a few ſecrec ones, and I 


tremble to ghink in how few hands jr 1s. 
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Il. Uſe for Exbortation.. 


TJ F the kerping of the hearr be ſo impor- 

tant a buſineſs, if ſwch choice advantages 
accrue to yin thereby z; if ſo many dear and 
preciou! intereft; be nrapt up in i, then let 
me call upon the people of God every where 
to fallcloſs to this work. 

O ſtudy your hearts, watch your hearts, 
keep your hearts:awaywith fruicleſscon- 
eroyerſies and idle queſtions, away with 
empty names and yain ſhews,away with 
unprofitable difcourſe & bold cenſures 


| of others, turn jn upon ycur ſelves,ger in- 


to your cloſes, and now reſolve to dwell 
there :' you have bren ſtrangers t@ this 
work too long,you have kept others vin- 
yards too long , you haye trifled abour 
the borders of Religion too long, this 
World .hath detained you frem your 
great work coo long; will y0u now re- 
{olve to look better ro your hearts > will 
you haſte and come out of the crowds 
of buſtneſs, and clamours of the world Þ 
and retire your ſelves mOre. then 'you 
have done ? © that this day you would * 
tcfolve upon 1c ! 
| Reader,methifiks I ſhould preyailwith 
| thee ; 


192 Ago:d heart helps a bad h:ad. 
chee ; 5lichar Tl beg for 1s bur this, that 
chov wauld ſtep aſt'e a little oftner te 
talk with God; and thine\own heart, 
thac thon'woulditnor ſuffer every trifle 
ro divert ther, that thou wouldeſt keey 
a more tre aud faithful account of thy 
thoughts and affections : that thou 
woul iſt bur ſertouſly demand of thine 
own h;earr, ar leaſt eyery cvening, O my 
heart wh:re haſt th a been ro day ? whi- 
ther | aft thou made a rode to day ?-if all 
that bach been (aid by way of induce- 
ment be nt enoug?, I have yer more 
motives to oft.r yeu : aud. the firſt is 
tis. | 

1. Motiyr. The ffindning, obſerving, and 
dil gent keeping of your own hearts will mer» Way 
veloyſly he p Towur under ſtanding in the deep 
myſteries of Rel Fin, | i 

A honeſt w-ll exp:rienccd heart is a 
Grg31'ar hclpto a weak head ſuch a hearc 
will (crve you initead of a Commentary 
upon a great part of ehe Scriprures : by 
this means you ſhall far berer under- 
ſtznd the things of God than ihe learned 
Rabbirs and profound Defters (if grace- 
leſs and -unexp:rienced) ever did, you 
ſhall nor only have a mo's clear, bur a 
more [weet perception. and gult of chem: 


a man may diſcourſe. orthodoxly and 
' pra- 


a he. Mn 3 ds Y 4 —- ? Vo 
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7 ves 
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The He of the heart; $ 1 93 
proforadly of the nature 2nd: cfiefs of 
Ichy, the tgoubles and comforts of Con+ 
ene, F. ſweerneſs of Communion 
wich God, that ficyet felc, che efficacy and 
= impreſſions of xticle things upon 
is own ſpiric : bur OQhow dark and Ury 
are theſe notions, compared Wb Ns up 
on whole heart they 
when {ch a niari ads pers 
or Fauls Epiſtles; there he pe Fe _ 
bbjeions made and alfetels O'fai 
bes. cheſe holy menſpake wo heart 
the ir CO were, de i wx ctoubles 
pinc,aod thei experiences raine, I re- 


bnber Chryſeftom (peaking to his eds 


| ple of Antioch abou aboy $ ſome c JiCe Cx 
ences,uſcrh this epſon, Sciuint in var 
id dice : thoſe that ate initiated know 
what I ſlay, expcrienge | is the beſt Schools ,_ 
maſter; O then! ſtudy you; gy * 
ke your hearts, 
2, Mot, The bs Bids IE obſ, eration 
r own hearts will antidote you, geen} th ? 
[| Ro grow ind. infeling Err 0008 of the cle 
bt pi s; jou live in.” | | 
ey phy Fug n ok! your che reaſon thi - 
KO.5 profeliot a En lend have de- % 


194 . Antidores ceainſ errour. 


been lcd away by the crtour of the Wicks 
ed, char Jeluits and Quake who' have | 
ſown . corrupt doarine , ' haye bad” {uch 
plentiful Harveſts 2imong us, but ben 
they have met wich a,company of el 
na [Poke flors that never kt 
+ co praica} godlinels; yoo 
cit O! heafts” 
Pujs ; did but /give Aizgehc®s | 
"40d by arch their on 'F 
; RE q oy "a "id\0v 6: Cory» 
faſt own ha 'q 


et re RN Aa SY Foe nel |: 
. LiftraQion , © and unbeli Lo 15F< 
papal 08 tis a good. ty '} 
dab ufts :. there 1 Is Li dilf pl 
againſt aft +, Whar a man hat Alt. p F 
rated, ' one cannot b % m oft rome 
thar byargument., oa 4 
3+ Mate2 Toyr cart ah es Reepaye® 
ing jour bearts will jug ol 2 ( ? : 
are of jour ſincerity. m ; if : | 234 
know nocxcctagl af bf religion _ 
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= 
Nie may be: ſwppoſedy thac thoexreming" 
{© of the Torre inay make hinfay any 
1 tor:becafeds_ bur if fel jenlonlivgis 
AT! and !watchfulneſs: be; the daily®!” 
kings: | aydſramcs of'-thy- «heart 
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5hg * aloe ich finceriry*of it : for” 
acburche ſenſe ofa divineeye; what - 
wetbe exl bart of ſirias fin, could pur 
E upon thoſe ſecret doties, .which lie 


al (þ dtirof the obſervation of all creatures ? 


H x their be'a debrablc thing incthine, 
46 ahh have: a fair teſtimony of = 
rity, and: logs. of ; a truth zÞ 


196 Ordinances ſmeet t0 fich an hers. 


thou feareſt God : | theh fllidy- thige . | 
hearc, watch thy'hearr, keepthy hcarrs'-- 

4+ Mot. How frairful ſweet and compfer» 
table wonld all ordinances and duticr be to' 
« if owr hearts were bettey hopr 1 

O whar- precious communion might ; 
youhave with God, every time you 'ap- | 
proach him ; if-your heares: were but 1n 
trame! you might then lay iwith David, 
Pl 104-3 My meditation of lum (bak 

beſnect.; KF hatwhich lots all our com- 
torts in ordinances! and:more ſecret du»! 
ties, is the indiſpoſcdne(s of the heart : al 
Chriſtian whoſe hcart 3s in'a good qou'ee | 
gets: the: tart of others :that-come with.7 
him in that ducy + they aretugging bard | 
ro.get up. their. hearts with God; now try-"i 
ing. this argument upon them, and then: 
that,' co. quicken and afte@t chem, and-'s 
ſometimes: go away as bad . as 
came. Sometimes the; duy” 1s 2lmolt'| 
ended before their hearts begia 10 ſtir} 
to feel any warmeh, qu ckeniug}or pows |. 
er from it: bur /all this while T4 | . 
red heart is at: its.work ; this 1s'he 
ordinarily gets che fiſt ſight-of Coriſtt 
19 a Scrmon>: tke fi:ſt feal em Colley 
a Sicramcat: the firſt kits-f+emCh 
- ir-1ecret pr83ct- I ic!lyou; /and'l; 
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Y # ; P DIS, ut « A 
' Heart 4cqw4yn, « fountain of prayer. 1 
you bar whar I have felt; 'that Prayers 
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and Sermbns Would appear to:you ocher 


Y manner of chings chav chey doy. did you 


o: —_—_ * "a - - 


bur' bring better ordered hearts uno 
them, you' would not go away dejected 
and drooping.” O this hath been a loſt 


| day» aloftdury to me, if you bad nor 
'F loſt your heares it might not be ſo: it then 


the comfort of ordinances be {weei, look 
to your hearts keep your hearts. 

5. Mot. Acquaintance with your own 
hearts would be @ Foxntgin of matter to y0u 
io Fer a Ws oe ae EY, 

A man that is diligent inbearrt work, 


and knows the ſtate of his own Soul; 
> will haye a fountain-fulne(s of matter 


to lupply him richly in all h's addrefles 
to God 3. his congue ſhall not favlter,and 


"make pauſes for want of Matter , Pſat. 


45. 1: my heart ws indiving a; 0d meAILET 3 
Or as Montans renders the Original » my 
heart is boyling up good matcer, like a 


* living ſpring rhar is ſtill bubling.up fre 


watcr ; and then my rongue- 1s as the 


; # pen of a ready Writcr:others muſt p1mp. 


their memories, rack their inventions, 
and are often at'a loſs when they have 


| 1 done all: byt if rhou have kept and faith- 
ny fully ſtudied thine own heart, *cwill be 


O3z. with 


as 


with thee 3 Job (peaks in another ch, 1 

like borrles tyt ot new wine that Ag 

vent, "which areready ng : 
4p. mare i lc | 


'marter flows OY: 
'when a heatr experienced $ | 


ingly” and '( yeetly þ 


mourning before God: over Mo If; 
hearr' coy on , 'wraſtln; 
for the 


ply 'of ſore. lpec i; 10Warnd 
want; hb 4444 ipraks nor as other-men.c o, 
that BG to Pray. by © 96s their F 
contefſions and Petions an are, ſqueezed | 
- bur, his drop freely ike pure honey 440m d | 
- thecomb, /ciza Uno? then robe with - 
or near ſuch .a Chriſtian I remember 
Bernard baving given Roles « 2 orF ate 
the heart for roger concluded them thus; 
Et cnm "ral f Her is wemento n wel *. and 
((aiih be]. enthy heart is io. this frame 
then remertber me. + 
©. 6, Mot, 'F) £ this the decajed power of re- 
ligion will br ftcovered again" among profeſ-, 
for, which 5 ts the ans drfrabie heb in that 
WG, | 
'O that I might ks Fo {ee that day 
when RN ſball nor walk in.a vain 
fhew, when chzy (hall pleaſe themſclves . * 
no more With a tame tO lives being (pi- 


ricually grad. when n they ſhall. be,no. 
L BEE. is more 


: a 
$238. v4 
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2 core (many of them noware) a come 
1 pany s Foe vain , 'and unſerious: 3 
\'Þ pcrions, butche m:jeſtick beams of ho- \ 
linck ſhining: from their beavcaly;, and 

& Gfrious converſation ſhall awe the world; 
# and command tevercace from all thaz: 
'Þ are aboutther £ when they ſhul warm: 
F- che hearts of thole (RAT Come nigh them,: 
# fo'rhar men ſhall ay, God is in theſe 

men of a crurh, 7 

$ © Wells ſuch a cime may again be exo? 
F pe&ed according to that promilc ,- {{a, 
# 66: 27- The people (hall br #il-x ighteons, 
{ But cillwe fall [cloſer to this great work* 
F of keepiag our hearts, .1 am oat othopes; 

F to ſce thoſe bleſſed days > I cannot ex-! 
þ ped better times till God give better 
& beacts + - doth ic nor- grieve you to (ce 
F what a ſcorn religion is made in che* 
F world, what objects of contempt ond 
\ ſcorathe profcſiors of it are taade inthe 
world, - 
F- Preofefors, would you recover your” _ 7} 
$ credit? would you again obtain an ho-" £6 
| nourable teſtimony in the Confciences. . 
4 of your very entmi?s? then, keep your” 
3 hearts, watch your hearts : *cis the loofs- 
4 neſs, frothine(s, and earthlineſs of yous 
hearcs that hach mad: your lives {0 eB 
4 ; 5p Þ _ 
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this hath brought you under conempr of 3 
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the World, you fiſt loſe your fights of } 


God, and communion wich him , then }- 


your hcavenly and ſcrious deporrmenc Þ 


among men z 'and by thati your 1otcren 'Þ. 
in their Conſciences, O 'thea? for the' Þ. 


crcdir of religion, for thgHonour of your 'F 


profeffion, keep your bearts; 
7. Mot. By: diligence in keeping ony 


beerre, we ſhould prevent and rewone the). 
f tal" {candals and: ſtumbling blocks aut of | 


2 


tht way of the nirlds 


© Wate the World (faith Chriſt) becauſe || 


of offenct1, Marth, 18.7. doth not ſhame 


cover your faces? do'not your hearts: | 


blecd within you co beat of the ſcanda- 
Ious miſcarriages of many Jooſc profecl- 
ſors? cquld you not like Shew and Fa- 
phet go backward with a Garment to 
cover the ſhame of many Profcfiors ? 
how is thas worthy name blaſphemed ? 
Jemes 2.7, 2 Sam. 12,13, 14. the hearts 
of the righreous ſadned, Pſa/.25,z. Exck. 
36. 20, «by this the world js feartully 
prejudiced againſt Chriſt avd Religon , 
the bonds ot-dcath made faſt upon their 


Juls: thoſe that had a general love and 


- liking to the wayes of God, ſtartled and 


; WE 
""* * Y 4, 5 F. . » TY) ; | 
>. guite driven. back, and- thus, Soul- 
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blood 


” Seiwies of Goth Cr greotcd. 


| blood; is-ſhed+; Woe ro: the World... 
- Yea Haw: ace. the Conſciences'ot tal. 
8 I onE LOTS of PIE lunoca 4nd even. over- 
/ whim E deeps'c of trouble ? God 
y 3 Toraaly Fa erat PT theic' 
$ from all comtortable Wowlbip with 
# bimſclf, aud 'che joyes of his galyation : 
F 1ofinice are .the miſchiefs, that come by 
| *c ſcandalous lives of profeſſors. _ .._ ._ 
© Andi/whatys the true cauſe and reaſon). 
| of. all this; byr the negleing of their 
hearts > wcre our hearts berter Rave » YM] 
this ;/woyld be preyented'; had David 
| kept his heart , be had not broken his. 
bones : a neglefcd careleſs heart , 'myſt 
of neceſſity produce a diſorderly ſcanda- 
Jous life, 1 thank God for the 
freedom and faubfulneſs of a- Goſpel 
reverend Brother in ſhewing Laſt, 
profeſſors their manifold mi- 
carriages, & from my heart do wiſh that 
when their-wounds have been rhrov y 
ſearched by that probe, God wou'd be 
pleaſed to heal them by this. Plaiſter 
O profeſſors ! it ever you world keep re» 
ligion ſweet , /if ever you hope to re- "i 
cover the credit of ir'in the world, keep MN 
our hearts: either keep your hearts, Or > 
be your credit 5 Keep your hence or 
oY *. 


-* FS TY or CTY TR. A. 
ne 


bofe your comforts :' keep your hearts, 
left ye ſhed Soul-blood-s* what words 
carr expreſs the-aee2 Concernments, the 
wonderful conſcquences' of this work ? - 
eycry thing puts a neceſſity, a ſolemniry, 
abeauty upon it. | 
3. Mot. A» heart well kept mill fir you 
” for any condition' God caſts you into, or axy 
- ſervice he bath to uſe jon'in. ih. BU. 
4 + He thar hath learnt how to keep his 
hearc lowly, is fit for proſperity : and he 
that knows how to uſe and apply to it 
Scripture Promiſes, and (uppores, is fit 
to paſs through any adverlicy : he that 
can deny the pride and ſelfiſhneſs of his 
heart is fir tobe employed in any ſervice 
for God:*ſuch a man was Paul, hedid 
not only ſpend his time in preaching to 
others, in keeping others vineyards, but 
he look'd to himſclf, Kept bis own vine- 
yard,r Cor,9.27. Leſt when Thave preach- 
ed to.o.hers, I my ſelf ſhould be a caſt away: 
and what aneminent inftrument washe 
for God, be could turn his hand to any 
work”, © he *could dexterouſly manage 
both an adverſe'and proſperous condi- 
tion: 1 krow how to abound, and how 
"<pi\uffcr winr ; ler the people deific hiam; 
4c moves h m nor,unkſs co RIION 7 
E514 : Nr I ogoiny ES of 
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Fenris # Ste ride refired, 93 | 
| Lerchem ſtone bir, be can þo IE 2 5 | 3 
44 in purge himſelf, from nee ah he " " 
; 2 Toe, 2-2rc ) He ſhall be's meſſel unto bs 

F honour, ſantlified; and meet for the. Matters 
| »{c, and prepared nuto every goed work. ' | 
Firſt, the, heart mult bee. purged ;| and 
"then *cis prepared for any. ſervice of God: 

' When .che hearc of 1ſaieh was purificd » 
which was the thing fignified -by. t 
rouchir of his lips with a coal'ſrom.t 

| Altar. ![e. 6, 7. then he was fir: for 

| .work : here am 1, ſeodwe, 'ver $.;aman 

| chathath noc learned Peep his bearty 

4 putbim,upca aoy ſervice fur God, and 

| 1f.jr þc attended wich honour 4 ir-fhall 

F ii il up and overtop his ſpicir-:-if with 
ufferipg i ic will EXANIMALC and; fink 


him. 
_ lus Chriſt, bad an ioftrumental - fate 
for his Fachers work above all the _ , 
 ſeryan's, that eyer God imployed.,, he © % 
Was zealous in publick work tor. Godolo ® ies 4 
| zcalous, thar ſomcrimes he forgatco eat-- <0 
F bread, yea, that His friends rac 18ht be ' = 
tk had been tebides: himſelf: . -bur yetbe la © WES w 4 
4 carried on his pablick-works, as -nor 2Q.. |. 
F forger his own private coinmunion.with = ml 
F God; and therefore, you read, iv Marth. 
34; 23. -tbat whea be bad been TY | 
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204 © to its Primitive beauty, © | 
ing all day, yet after that he wentup to a} 
mountatn apart to pray, and was thete | 
alonc, O lct the keepers 'of the vines 
yards look to their own vincyard ! we # 
ſhall acycr be ſo inftramearal ro the F 
good. of others, as' when we are moſt Þ_ 
diligent aboar our owa Souls. "NF 
g. Mor. If th: people of God wonld more | 
diligently keep their bearts, bow exceedingly |} 
ould the commanion of Saints be thereby | 
ſmectned.! © er 
How goodly then would be rhy cenrs } 
| O Jacob, and thy rabernacles Olſradl ! }- 
then as *cis propheſicd of the Jews, Zech, Þ 
8. 23. A4;n would ſay, we will go with you; | 
_Jor' we have beard that God is among you. | 
"Tis the tcllowfhip your ſouls have with |; 
b. the Father and with the Son, that draws # 
bt, aur the deffres of others aſter fellowſhip 
Wy, . with you, r Fob. r.3, Iccll you, if Saints 
*  . _ . would be perſwaded to take more pains, 
andfpecnd more time abour their hearts z | 
&  -» there would-quickly be ach a divme | 
"9 leftre 'tpon che. tace of their converfa- Þ. 
+ * ron ,, thar «men would accouar ir no Þ 
Iroall ;p:iviledge, to be with or near 
Og ge Poe hs 736, 4635 F:. "os 
*Tis che pride, paſſion. and'carrhlineſs F- 
| of outhearts that hach ſpoiled Chriſtin 4 
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* 1956s Priouitive dehup.'. 205 
kllowſhip -/-whence is:ic ? ? rhar ha "SY 
Ctiftians meet; they ate often j jarrivg 
and: contendings but only their unmor- 
rified -paſſions 3: whence are 'xheic” ans 
' | charitable cenſures of their brethren, bur: 
 . only frem ſelf-ignogance d/ why arethe 
#4 ſoridged, andivnmercitul cowards 'thcle 
5 that arc fallen but becauſe they: conſis 
' dernocthemlelves, as the Apoſt] ſpea 
EalG, r» why is their ditcourle ſo tro= - 
thy- and unprofitable. when chey' rieer? 
is nocthis fromthe carchlineſs aud vani- | 


ty of their hears? OL IONS. 
> My brethren theſc be CES 


en ED 2 oh 4 


wel and go Pm Mea [- Ae WA ings 
Pſal; 120.6. ſon! bath long awite 
'thews that bats prace: This hath made thi 
long tor the- grave, that:they might { 
from them chat. are riot. their'ows peo: 
| Ple, cothem thar are their owivy cop) 
| as the original. of that Text; inpports>. 5? 
> a Cor. 5.8. | Ge 
p - But nOW s if- profeſſors would lady © 21 


6 Thetufluncek of: FOR, 


their: own heaces moroa,; watchard-ketp | 


them betcerzall this would be prevetited,; 


and-thebeancy-/ and glory: of communi»; ' 
on-agaimicſtored ; he oalditeidecas (| 
more, .contendno-more;;tcnfure raſbly) {- 
no more 3; whentheirhcarts arc in;tuncs Þ* 
their:tongues: will not. javrey how chatie || 
be we my and,tender mk a> ane: F* 


$/WNen cv . Jane; 13:daily, 


wen it theevil of bis owe lttazt; | 


Lord:haften thoſe much: deſired dayes, 


and: ble ::4hcle Counſels:1 4p order ito F 


13-1'3 VI bt 


them TVs Q *F} c:* | 

-: 40: Moto boftTy,. re che-ccomfete of 
thi s > rp Ty of all Ordss. 
nancel wonlld-br fixed; 9nd-gnach- 
ſermedrgwer fouir tha no yhe) are. : (11 
-Ah4; whar would Þ'giveghat-my foul 
Mt 271 mie Eres that.rame!l lowgn 
times-fipd ic-afrer an Ordinance! watthe 
quanty intromictic me. Domive 18. aff elinm 
mel uns 
- duicedinem, Fc. - Satncximes :O Lord's 

_ GClaih ng the Fathers-ſweerly) thou. - 


admitreſ.me- inco:the-moſt inward,; o+. 1 Y 


iS ulualand feet delights, to 1.Koow 
bf npery. x which were it per 
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alas t: [the heart *ptows? cireleſs vgaler 
ard quickly rctvros, like water re 
from rhe fire'/to/its natiVEtoldneffc's 

' # conld: you bur keep thoſerhinips: 
i in your hearty: it Chtiſtian® wor 
FT yoube! wharliver would yuaRve- 
4 how is ic rhat'theſe CA IOHELY "6 
F* longer with'ys >: doublefſe iriy 
7 - we ſuffer Surhes wtakec J 
we' ſhould. be 28' ir af Ota 
comes out of an hot bath,” or great i felt 
1s, of going out into the. chull. air : we 
bave our hor and cold fics by turns, and 
wharisd xeQſon bur: NR 

and careleſneſs in keep! het re; 


*Tisa ſhoyſand ro he gu the b Oc! p . 


T 
” 


nances of God,'as to uiekenihe 
a comforting ; .cfteAs, ſhoul#'be ith 3 ' 
thoſe -humane Ordinances” th : Apol f 
ſpeaks oF-thax perith ii the Wing 
Yes ler e ſay to you,” as Fob 5. 

Do the' tonſolations of Gol ſeem ſmall - 
298? Look 0:ct thiefe ten ſpecial benehis, 

L we h them ins juſt tallance;;"are the 
-Tmall maticrs ?*1s it a fatall” manrer 't 
58..H LR thy weak underſtandirg all 
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268 ' Clorce —__ : 
God (weetned, thy ſails filled in prayer; 


is it a (wall thing co have. the decayed 


power of godlineſs againrtecovered, all 


Re {candall removed, an inſtrumen- 
tal ficneſle: ro ferve Chrilt obtained , 
the Communion of Saigcs teſtpred to irs © 


Primitive. glory ,- and the influences of 


ordinances abiding in the ſouls of gs ; 


be. nq.common. bleſſings , 


it no 
ſurely: ris a great 


- {nal beacfirs, 
| dury to Keep the heart with all dee 
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[HE rei -Ule tall be fot DireAior 
. tolþme ſpecial means for the kecp* 
ing of alle heart : and! cre Beſides what 
been hinted in the .cxplication of 
duty; {þ page , 10, tt, 12, 13; to which 


throughout the whole, 4ppropriated' to 
parciculat cafes and CAN, (hafl far> 
yeral other 


l thoſe Aleeeions 2 
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to keep the heart. 


your hearts richly with the Word of God : 
which is their beſt preſervat.ve againſt fin. 
Keep the word,and the word will keep 
you: as the firſt recciving of the Word 
regenerated your hearts, ſo the keeping 
of the Word within you, will preſerve 
your hearts. Col. 3.16. Let the Ford of 
Chriſt dwell richly in you, let it dwell, not 
rarry wich you for a night,and let ic dwel 
richly, or plentifully, 1n all that is of it, 
in its commands, promiſes, threats,in all 
that is in you, in your underſtandings» 
memories, conſciences, affetions, and 


| then*cwill preſerye your hearts, Pſal. 
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119.11, Thy word have I hid in wiive heart 


' that I might not ſin againſt thee : *Tis the 


ſlipperineſs of our hearts in reference to 
the word, that cauſes ſo many ſlips in 
our lives. Conſcience cannot be urged, 
or awed, with forgotten truths: bur keep 
it in the hearty and it will keep both 
heart and life upright, P/al. 37. 31. The 


lay of bis Gord is im his heart, n.ne of bis 


: flep: ſhall flide ; or if he do, the word will 


recover the ſtraying heart again, Mate 


26. 57. Then Peter remembred (the 
1} z0r4ds of S:[a;) and wept bitterly : We NC» 


yer loſe our hearts - they haye firſt loſt 


cl & G.+ 
- « 
: . 
_ 4 


209 
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310 Chorce means 


the efficacious and powerful impreſſions 
of the word. 

2. Mea. Call jour hearts frequently to 
- account if ever you mean to keep them with 

od, | | 
Thoſe that put a ſtock into the hands 
of unfaithful or ſuſpicious ſervants, will 
be ſure to make ſhort reckonings with 
them:the beart is deceitful above all things, 
and deſperately wicked, Fer. 17. 9. O "cis 
as neceſſary as {weer, that we and our 
reins; that is, weand our ſecret thoughts 
confer together every night, Pſal. 16.7, 
we (hould call our hearts ro account eve- 
rycvening, and ſay; O my heart |! 
where baſt thou been co day ? where 
have thy thoughts wandred to day ?' 
what account canit thou give of them? | 
O naughty hearc, vain heart, could(t 
chou not abide by the Fountain of de- 
lights ? is there better entertainment 
with the creature than with God? the 
oftner- the heart meets with rebukes and 
checks for wandring, the leſs 'cwiil wan- 
derifevery vain thought were retrafted 
with a ſigh, every excu'fion of the heart 
from God with a ſeverecheck ; it would 
not dare (o boldly and frequently to di- 


greſs and ſtep aſide thoſe actions which 
arc 
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are commitred with reluEtancy are not 
committed with frequency, 

- 3. Mea, He that will keep bis bear, 
muſt take bred of p.nnging bimſelf into ſuch 
a multiplicity of earthly buſineſ;, as he can- 
not manage without negletting hu main ba- 
þreſs 

Ic cannot be imagined he ſhould _ 
his hcarc wich-God, char hath loſt hi 
ſelf in a wood of earthly buſineſs : take 
heed you do not pinch your ſouls by 
gratifying the immoderate defires of. 
your fl-ſh, I wiſh many Chriſtianscould 
truly (ay what a Heathey once did, 1 do 
wet give, but only lend my ſelf to my gceneca, 
baſineſs. Tis (aid Germanicus reigns 
ed in the Konwans bearts: Tyberins only 
1n their Provinces : though the world be 
in your hands let it not juſtle Chriſt out 
of your hearts, % 

Take heed Chriſtian, left thy Bop 
ſteal away thy heart from thy cloſer. God 
never intended carchly imployments for 
a ſtop , bur rather for a ſtep ro heavenly 
ones. Olet not Ariftippns the Heathen 
ariſe in judgement againſt thee, who (aid, 
he would rather negltÞ bis means than bis 
wind, bt farm than his ſon]. If thy ſhip 
beoyerladen thow muſt caſt ſome over-- 

P 3 board a 
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board:more buſineſs than thou canſt well 
mannage, is like more mear than thon 
canſ well digeſt,which will quickly make 
a {ickly ſoul. 

4. Mca. He that means to keep his heart 
wuſt 6. r:fully obſerve its firſk dechnings 
frem God, and ſtop ut there, 

He that will fiad his houſe in good 
repair, muſt (top every chinck as ſoon 
| as diſcovered, and hethat will keep his 
heart muſt notler a vain thought be long 
negleRed : the ſerpent of heart Apoſta- 
fic isbeſt killed 1a the egg of a (ſmall res 
miſfior. O if many foor decayed Chri- 
ſtians had lookt to their hearts in time , 
they had never come to that ſad paſs 
they qoonce.: we may ſay of heart-neg- 
les, wi the Ypoſte doth of vain bablings, 
that they eacteaſc to more and more un» 
godlineſs, vemo repente fit turpiſſimns, lit= 
tle fins negle&ted will quickly become 
great and maſtecleſs : the greateſt Cre- 
cadil: once lay inan egg, the greareft 
Oak was once but an Acron : the firing 
of a\mall train of pewder may blow up 
all by leading to a greater quantity: men 
lictle chink what a proud, vainy wanton, 
ot worldly thought may ' grow te : be» 
bold how great a matter 2 flitcle fire- 
kindlcs? | ' 5.Mca=s 
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5. Mea. Take beed of long the live- 
lineſ: and ſweetn:ſs of your communion with 
God, le:ſt thereby your hearts be looſed off 
from Gd, | 
The heart is an hungry and reſtle(s 
thing, it will have ſmcilnng to feed up» 
on; if it enjay nothing from God, it 
will hunt for ſomething amongrthe crea- 
tures, and therc ic ofren loſes it [clf,, as 
wellasirsend s there is nothing Bore 
* engages the heart to a confiancy, and 
evenacſs in walking with God, then the 
ſweertn:(s which it caſts therein : as the 
Gauls when once thicy taſted the ſweet 
wine of Italy, could never be (atisfied 
till they conquered the country where it 
SrewW, | 
'Tis true , Conſcience of duty may 
keep the heart from negleRing it , but 
when there is no higher morive, it drives 
on deadly,and is fiiled with dittra@tions7; 
that which we delight in, we are never 
weary of, as is evident in the morions of 
the hearc to carchly things, . where the 
wheels being oyled with delight, run 
nimbly,and have often nerd of crigging z 
the motions of the heart upward would 
be. as free, if its delight in heavenly 


things were as grea'. . | 
7) P 3 Go Mcas 7 
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. 6. Mea, Habitrate thy beart to ſpiritnal 
weditations, if thow xonldſt bave it freed 
from thoſe burdenſem diverſions, 

By this means you will get a facilicy 5 
and dexterity in heart-work : *tis pitty 
_ thoſe ſmaller portions of our time be- 
twixt ſolemn duties ſhould lie upon our 
bands and be rendred uſeleſs to us. O 
learn to ſave, and be good husbands up- 
oa Ybur thoughts ; ro this purpoſe,a neat 

Axuthor (peaks, theſe Paren- 

Boyles occa= © theſes which happen to 
— ref.efs © come between the more 
ag. 9, 10. © ſolemn paſſages (whether 
« buſincſs or recreations) 

*< of humane life, are wont to be loſt by 
© moſt men; for want of adue value for 
© themzand evenby gooJ men, fcr want 
* of skil to preſerve them : for though 
* they do not properly deſpiſethem ; yet 
« they negle&, or loſe them, for want 
* of knowing haw to reſcue them; or 

« what to do with them, but although 
& -rairs of ſand, and aſhes be a part, but 
© of a deſpicable ſmallneſs, and lyable to 
*© be {cattcred and blown away, yet the 
& (kilftv] artificer by a vehement fire 
© brings numbers of cheſe ro afford him 
* that noble ſubſtance glaſs, by whoſe 
<« help 


to keep the heart, 
« help we may both (ce our ſelves, and 
© our blemiſhes lively repreſented, (as 1N 
« looking glaſſes (and diſcern cxicſtial 
*« obj-&s ( as wich Telleſcopes) and 
«© with the Sun beams kindle diſpoſed 
* materials (as with burning glaſſes) 
* fo when theſe lictle fragmencs, or par- 
« celsof time, which if not carefully 
« lookt to would be d. fſipatcd and loſt, 
* come to be mannazed by a skilfulCon- 
© tremplacor, and to be improved by the 
<« cxleſtial fire of devotion they may be 
6 ſoordered as to aff rd us both looking 
« olafſes co dreſs our ſouls by, and pro- 
* {pcfives to diſcover heavenly won- 
&« ders, and incentives to inflame out 
« hearts with zcal, thus far he. 
Something of that nature I have un- 
der-hand, for a pablick bencfit; if God 
give life to fiaiſh ; and opportunity tg 
produce it: certainly this 1s 2 great ad» 
_ _ for the kceping of the heart with 
OCs 
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IV. Uſe for Conſolation, 


Shall now cloſe the whole with a 
word or twe of conſolation to all di- 
ligent and ſerious Chriſtians that faith 
fully and cloſely ply beart-work ; that 
are groaning and weeping in ſecret oyer 
the hardneſs, pride, earthlineſs and vas 
nity of their hearis, that are fearing and 
trembling over the experienced deccit- 
faloeſs, and falſeneſs of them, whilſt 
other vain profeſlors cycs are abroad , 
_ their time andſtrength eaten upby fruit 
leſs diſputes, and carthly imployments; 
Or at beſt by a cold and formal pertor- 
mance of ſome heartleſs and empry du- 
tics : poor Chriſtian, I have chree things 
to offcr thee in order tothy (ſupport and 
comfort, .and doubtleſs cither of them 
alone mixed with faith 1s ſufficient to 
comfort rchee over all the trouble thou 
haſt with thine own heart. 
1, Comfort, This «rgnes thy beart to 
Le upright and honeſt, what ever thy other 
Sifts and abilities are. 
"Tis wptighrneſs of heart will comfort 
thee upon a death-bed, 2 K ngs 20. An 
| | en 
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Then he twrned bis face tothe wall and pray. 
ed to the Loyd, ſaying, remember now O 
Lord, how | have walked before thee in 
irmth, and zuh a perfe@} beart, &c. 

Iam really of bis mind who faid, þ 
wibi daretuy eptio eligerins chriſtian ruſtics 
ſordidiſſimum & maxime agreſt: opus pre 
emmbus viftorits & triumphis Alexanars 
aut Caſaris : Might I bave my wiſh, I. 
would prefer the moſt deſpicable and 
ſordid work of a ruftick Chriſtian, be- 
fore all the vitories and ti11mphs of 
Alexander or Ceſar, Yea, ler me adde, 
before all the elaborated duties and ex- 
cellent gitts of vain profeſſors - before 
the rongues of men and Angels: it will 
ſignifie more to my comfort to.ſpend 
one ſolitary hour in mourning before the 
Lord over heart corruption, than mary 
hoursin a ſeeming zealous, but really 


dead performances of common duties. 


with the greateſt enlargements and rich» 
eſt embelliſhments of parts and gifts. 

By this very thing Chriſt diſtingoiſhes 
the formal and ſerious Chriftian, Ace, 
6. ce The oneis for the ſtreet and Syna= 
g0gue, for the obſervation and applauſe 
of men; but the other is a cloſet man +. 
| hedrives on a home trade,a hearr trade * 
___nevep. 
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neyer be troubled then for the want of 
thoſe things that a man may have and be 
eternally damned, but rather bleſs God 
for that which none bur che fayourices, 
and darlings of heaven have : many a 
oneis now in hell that had a better head. 
'_ thanthine,and manya ene now in Hea- 
yen that complained of as bad an heart as 
thine. 

2. Com. Know farther for thy comfort, 
that God nonld never ltave thee under ſo 
many heart trenbles and lurdens, if be in- 
tended not thyreal benefit thereby. 
— Thou art often crying our, Lord why 
Is it thus, why go I mourning all theday, 
haying ſorrow in my hcarc, thus bog I 
have been cxerciled with hardneſs of 
heare, and cothis day have mot obtained 
'a broken heart ; many years have I 
| becn praying and ſtriving againſt yain 
thoughts, yetam Rill infeſted and per- 
plexed with them. O when ſhall 1 get 
a betcer heart ! 1 have bcen in travel, and 
brought forth bur wind, I have obtained 
no deliverance, net her have the corrup- 
tions of my heart fallen, I have brought 
this heart many times to prayers, Ser- 
mons, Sacraments,cxpeSting and hoping 
for a cure from them) and ftill my fore 


runncth and ceaſcth not. 
Penſiye 
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Penſive Soul, let this comfort thee 
thy God defigns thy bencht, even by 
theſe occaſions of thy ſad complaints > 
.For (1) Hereby he would let thee (ce 
what thy heart by Nature is and was, 
and thercin take netice how much thou 
art beholding to free-Grace : He leaves 
thee under theſe exerciſes of Spirit, that 
thou mailt lie as with thy face upon the 
ground, admiring that cver the Lord 
of Glory ſhould take fuch a Toad, ſo vile 
a Ctcature into his bolom tz thy baſe 
heart, it ic be good for nothing elſe, yer 
ſerves to commend and. (et off, the 
unſcarchable riches of free-Grace. (3.) 
This ſerves to beat thee off continvally 
from reſting, yea, or but glancing upon 
thine own righteouſneſs, or excellency, 
che corrupticn of thy heart, working in 
all thy duties, makes thee ſcnfible to 
fecl thar the bed is too ſhort, and the co- 
vering 100 narrow : Were it not for 
thoſe refle&ions thou haſt after duties 
upon the dulneſs and giſtraftions of 
thine heart in them 3 how apt weuldſt 
thou be to fail in love with, and admire 
thy own Performances, and Inlarge- 
ments?For if notwithſtanding theſe,thou 
haft much codo with the pride _ thy 
cart 
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heart ; how much more, if ſuch humb- 
- ling and elt-abaſing conſiderations were 
wanting, And laſlly, this tends to make 
thee the more compaſſionate and tender. 
towards others; Perhaps thou would(t 
havycliccle pity for the diſirefles, and ſoul 


troubles of others, if chou hadkt leſs ex-. 


perience of thine own. 

Com. 3. To cenclnde, God will ſhortly 
pur ableſſedend to all theſe troubles, cares, 
aud watchings. 

The time 15 coming when thy heart 
ſhall be as thou wouldſt have it, when 
- thou ſhalt be diſcharge & of theſe cares, 
fears and ſorrows, and neycr cry out + 
Oh my hard, my proud, my vain, my 
earthly heart any more : when all dark- 
ne(s ſhall be baniſhed from thine under- 
Randing, and thor ſhalt cicarly diſcover 
all cruths in God, that Chryſtal Ocean 
of eruth 3 when all yaniry ſhall be purg- 
ed perfcaly our of thy thowghts, and 
they be cverlaſtingly, raviſhingly, and 
delightfully entertained: and exerciſed 
upon that ſupream goodneſs, and infi- 
nite excellency of God, from whom 
they ſhall never ſtarr any mare like a 
broken Bow : And as for thy pride, paſ- 
fion, carthlineſs, and all other the mar- 

| ters 
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be (aid of them, as of the Egyprians to 
I[>:e!: Standſti/l and ſee the Salvation of 
God : theſe corruprions thou (ceſt roday, 
henceforth thou ſhalc (ce chem no more 
for ever : when thou ſhalt lay down thy 
weapons of praycrs, tears and groans, 
and put on the Armour of light, not ro 
fizht, but to triumph in. | | 

Lord, when fkall this blefled day 
come? How long? How long > Holy 
and True ; My ſoul waiteth for thee '; 
Come my Beloved, and be thou like a 
Roe, or a yourg Hart upon the Moung 
tains of Berber. Amen, 


\ 
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_rtersofthy complaint and trouble,it ſhall 
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Conrteons' Reader, theſe beoks following are 
printed for, and ſold by Robert Boulter, 

at the I urkshead i» Cornhil,oter againſt 

ko - the Royal Echange, | 


F 
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N expoſition with praQical neres and Cbſer. 
vations on the fave laſt Chapters ot che Book F 
of Fob ; By foſeph Caryl, in quarto, 
Husbandry Spiritualized y or the Heavenly uſe 
of Eathly things , By . Flavel, in Quarto. 
EA A Poſt with a packer of mad Letters, in Ouerts. 
Examen Arminianiſm, Conſcriptum &+ ds ſcipulis 
f difatum per Samuel Rurherford, Oftaus. 
| Records Arirhmetick , or the ground of Arts; 
Teaching the perfe& work and praRice of Arithme- 
tick both in whole Numbers and FraQtions; By 
Robert Record, D. P. in Oftato. 

Artificial Arichmerick in Decimals, ſhewing the 

Original, ground, and foundation thereof ; By 
Robert Fager Gent. in Oftavo. 

Scholawinroxierſis ph-aſes Latine, the Larine 
phraſes'of Wincheſter Schovl, corre&ted and much 
augmented in this fifth edition,by H. Robinſon,D.D, 

A Cloud of Wirneilcs, or the Sufferers Mirreur 
made up of the Swan like ſongs, and orher choice 
paſlages of ſeveral Martyrs and Confeflors, to the 
end of the fixreencth Century, in their Treatiſcs, 
Specches, Lerters, Prayers by T. M. M. A. in Oflavo, 

' Sips of Sweerneſs or Conſolation for weak be. 
lievers, | | 

A Treatiſe diſcourſing of the ſweerneſs of 
Chriſts carriage roward all his weak members, by 

' John Durant. 4 

Annotations on the Book of Eccleſiaſtes; By a 
Revcrend Divine, in Twelves. 
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